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First of all, can I take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who has helped and con-
tributed to a fantastic start for the ‘new’ 
Northampton Referees Association. It 
would have been very easy to do nothing 
and stay stale but with the help we have 
received I am happy to say things are going 
far better than I imagined it would. The 
amount of people turning up for meetings 
has been terrific and I hope you have all 
enjoyed the guest speakers we have had. 

In September our very own Peter Kirkup 
gave a very emotional and from the heart 
speech about his ‘experiences’ at the Euro-
pean Championship. It was good to see an 
old timer return to the fold when Richard 
Beeby spoke at our October meeting and 
Sian Massey gave an excellent insight into 
her ‘dreams and realisations’ in her Refer-
eeing career to date for our November get 
together. And by the time you read this we 
will probably also have had the pleasure of 
listening to Sports Psychologist, Professor 
Ian Maynard, and I for one am really look-
ing forward to listening to what he has to 
tell us.  

As most of you know we have the Sports 
Quiz in January and this is normally a very 
keenly fought out affair but this year there 
will be a surprise element to it so watch this 
space ;-) but looking forward to seeing you 
there on the night. 

My personal objectives for you, the mem-
bers, was to help you all enjoy our 
meetings, and therefore to obtain your 
views, Wayne Chalmers, our secretary, will 
be sending out a ‘feedback form’ for you to 
fill in and let us know your thoughts. If you 
therefore have any suggestions which you 
feel will help us improve, then please feel 
free to advise us. I also wanted to increase 
the number of attendees at the meetings 
and as stated above, I am very grateful for 
the turnout levels in September, October 
and November. Let’s keep it going now. 

I am attempting to fashion for our mem-
bers, a management committee who are 
prepared to help, promote and work to-
wards a more positive approach. Again, I 

am happy to say this is happening, so all in 
all, a very pleasing start to the season for 
me as I say, on a personal note. But lets not 
forget, I/we cannot do things without the 
help of you, the members, so let’s all help 
each other for what I am hoping will be a 
great second part to the season, as we have 
some fantastic speakers lined up for the 
remainder of the campaign.  

I hope your season is going well, as the half 
season marks are out for the level 4 officials 
and Northants, as a county, is performing 
very well, so keep up the good work.  

A massive well done to Gavin McFarlane 
and Rob Evans who reached the interview 
stage for the Dallas Cup in March and many 
congratulations to Rob who was successful 
and will represent the East Midlands at this 
prestigious event. It goes to prove that with 
hard work and commitment the good 
things will far out way the bad. 

I will finish this article off by wishing you 
and your families a very happy and healthy 
Christmas and prosperous New Year for 
2013. 

Yours in sport, 

Brendan Doherty.                                 
Northampton RA Chairman  

A Christmas message from the Chairman 

Somewhere out there in a world of dissent, strides a creature they be-

lieve must be bent! Disowned from birth, derided in life, he’s known to 

us all as the centre of strife. His shape is not defined nor his gait aligned… he can be round and 

sturdy, spindle legged or nervy, large in the head or a fairy in his tread. He’s cursed and got at, 

maligned and spat at, hated and low rated, ignored and deplored, yet in his world he’s King of 

them all, with strength to evoke by his call. He holds no crown, yet just above his head a pious 

halo oft evolves. Despite his plight he’s always right and can’t be wrong, a saint you’d think 

amongst the howling throng. But woe betide the voice that speaks his pride and thinks this guy is 

only for the other side. By now you’ve probably guessed or know this soul, not by his name, for 

that he has but shame and not his kin to blame… then who is he….. this idol of none and “parent-

less” son…. not who you think… but then of course it’s the clown in black, bereft of sight as all 

agree… the BLOODY stinking, twisting, besotted, ever glorious REFEREE. 

MR “NOBODY” 

On Wednesday 5th 

October 1994 the 

Northampton 

Chronicle & Echo reported that the NFA had 

suspended a referee for booking too many 

players! 

Alan Strong, a referee of 12 years had dished 

out 12 red cards along with 20 yellows, in just 

the first month of the 1994-95 season. 

The NFA sent a letter to Mr Strong stating 

that while the disciplinary cases were pro-

cessed, he would not be offered any further 

matches to officiate. 

Although officially not suspended, Brian Wal-

den, the then General Secretary of the NFA 

stated that it was felt best to remove Strong 

from the referee appointments list until all 

matters had been resolved. 

On the previous weekend to the report, Mr 

Strong had brandished the red card 4 times, 

dismissing 3 Bective Wanderers players and 

their manager in a Sunday League game on 

the Racecourse. Earlier in the season, with 

Venturians only fielding 8 players, Strong 

pulled out the dreaded rouge on two occa-

sions to reduce the team to 6 and cause the 

abandonment of the game! 

BLAST FROM THE PAST!! 

http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/
http://www.northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk


 

 

Rob Page aka the Whistleblower. Every 
month we have a new edition for the News-
letter. It is guaranteed to give you a laugh 
and show the light-hearted side to referees, 
and what is more….NOBODY is safe from his 
views! 
 
Whistleblower Gives It To You Straight! 
 
December 2012 
 

A Christmas Tale 

‘Twas three nights before Christmas and all 

through the house, nothing was stirring …….. 

except Brendan’s stomach. 

As usual, he’d eaten far too many mince pies 

and drunk too much Smooth. He was working 

on his tax return, which he had to have at the 

local tax office by the morning. The heavy 

fine, for late tax returns, weighed heavily on 

his mind. His wife Julie normally worked on 

the figures with him, but she was upstairs, 

fast asleep. Brendan, a humble carpenter, just 

couldn’t get his head around which figures 

went in which column, as he went through the 

work he had done recently.  

There was the heavily reinforced chair he had 

made for James “Slim” Campbell – which had 

taken two fork lift trucks, to offload from the 

delivery lorry. The wooden toilet seat, en-

graved with each of Manchester Utd’s title 

winning years, for Roy Ainge. Then there was 

the double fronted pie cabinet for Simon Ad-

kins, with in-built gravy terrine holder. As he 

snapped back the ring pull on another can of 

John Smith’s, he recalled the 6 week project 

he had carried out in the summer for Dave 

Avent; a specially commissioned bookcase for 

all his Spot the Dog, Where’s Wally & Beano 

Annuals. Dave was learning to read “bigger 

words” so he could get out of his teaching job, 

at the roughest Primary School outside of the 

Gaza Strip. If only he could manage a few 

more 3 syllable words, Dave had told every-

one, he was hopeful of supplanting Snakey 

Chalmers as the “worst ever teacher at 

Standens Barn”. Oh well, everyone has to have 

an ambition – however low! 

Other jobs flashed across Brendan’s mind: the 

Spring project at Tony Major’s bungalow, 

fitting stairs. 

Stairs, in a bungalow? I hear you ask. Well, 

these were so that Brendan could actually get 

up to the front door, from the driveway. Once 

he’d built these, he progressed to the main job 

of putting in new, fitted wardrobes. He’d obvi-

ously not charged for this, as 4 cup finals over 

the next 2 seasons would suffice, as his re-

ward. 

Finally, he re-

membered the 

first job of the 

year, at the home 

of Ellis Clark; A 

major project to 

widen the door-

ways, so that 

Ellis could ma-

noeuvre his head 

through them, 

without injury. He rubbed his hands with glee 

at the prospect of Ellis getting another pro-

motion, which would mean a similar project 

next year.  

This reminiscing was good but it didn’t get his 

tax return done. As he drained his can of 

Smooth, he knew he’d have to do something 

to get the brain cells working.  

“Julie”, he yelled up the stairs.  

Across town another referee was also unable 

to sleep. Stuart Burt; Premier League Assis-

tant Referee, father of two and self-

proclaimed legend of the game, was contem-

plating his house move. For years he had 

struggled to escape the Semilong ghetto and 

now, his time had come. He had saved his 

hard won money, earned giving high pressure 

decisions (some correctly) on the Premier-

ship and in Europe. Now he had managed to 

sell his first home and was looking forward to 

moving his young family out of the built up 

area and into pastures new. His equally fa-

mous father, Rodney (aka Dave), had per-

suaded him to put an offer in on a house near 

Acre Lane, a Rodney Whisper from his own 

house. Unbeknown to Stu, his Dad had spent 

the last 6 years, digging a tunnel beneath the 

Welford Road. Now he would be able to walk 

to Stu’s place in a matter of minutes. Stu’s 

wife Karen would be highly worried, if she’d 

known! Stuart had been fortunate enough to 

have a meteoric rise through the refereeing 

ranks - but never forgot his roots. He still 

went to bed each night; in his Peter Walton 

pyjamas, kissed the signed photo of Howard 

Webb by his bedside and turned off his Peter 

Kirkup nightlight, after saying a prayer to 

Mike Riley. What commitment. 

At the same time - in NN4 - super-cool, dude 

about town Gavin McFarlane was getting 

ready to head out and party! In a recent poll 

he had been voted: best-looking ref, sexiest 

male ref, best dressed ref and ref most likely 

to pull Cheryl Cole. He had to stop carrying 

out his own polls!!!!!! 

But enough of Northampton town centre, 

what was happening elsewhere? In Milton 

Keynes two referees were deep in discussion, 

over a pint. Richard Armstrong & Gareth Vic-

cars, fresh from their latest pantomime per-

formance (or football match, as it is some-

times known) where arguing over who was 

the worst ref they had ever seen. Richard said 

that he would vote for Wayne Chalmers, who 

he said, “took averageness to another level”. 

Gareth disagreed; nominating Kevin Secking-

ton due to his inability to: “engage with any-

one under 6’ 7” tall” After much discussion, it 

was decided they would each go with their 2nd 

choice; Rob Evans – not the worst but gener-

ally poor in all areas! 

 In the frozen wastelands, or Kettering as it is 

sometimes known, four refs were out on the 

town. Martin Brown (a young, impressionable 

youth) was having several beers with Shaun 

Wills, Gary Capps & Ellis Clark. They’d earlier 

been on a shopping spree, to Jacamo – the 

outsize clothing store - to get; underwear for 

Willsy, shirts for Cappo and a hat for Ellis. 

Browny was laughing at them for needing 

XXXXL clothing and the others were laughing 

at him for being such a skinny little git. “One 

day”, thought Martin, “I’ll be a better ref than 

all of you”. He could wait a season. 

Meanwhile, in Daventry, another coven of 

ref’s were out celebrating. Paul Cooper, Andy 

Humphries & Kevin Worrall were having a 

few Christmas beers. They had tried to get 

into every club in Daventry, so far; and failed 

at every one. Refusing to be split up, they had 

fallen foul of either the “no baldies” “no Gin-

gers” or “no pensioners” rule. Humpo was 

getting seriously worried about his world 

record, of having “bagged a minger” every 

night for the last 7 months, slipping away 

from him. Surely in Daventry, his record 

would be safe!? 

In the posher parts of the County (Mears Ash-

by), Graham Kinnear was out delivering his 

Christmas cards. As he did the rounds of: the 

Bellamy’s, the Macey’s, the  Frampton’s, Pete 

at The Griffin, the Stockdale’s and Rob Page, 

he wished so much, that he was once again 

“the best ref in the village”.  

But back in Parklands; as Snakey snored, 

Chris Rowlands finished his last minute 

Christmas wrapping & Captain Underpants 

sat darning his fart flap for the 6th time that 

season; Brendan’s wife, Julie, called back to 

him, down the stairs: 

“Do it yourself, Stumpy!” and promptly went 

back to sleep. 

Brendan grabbed another can of smooth and 

switched on MUTV. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS, all. 

WHISTLEBLOWER 



 

 

BEV STRONG 

Players and supporters do not realise the 

amount of work involved in running a football 

club at any level. I have been on the committee of 

Potton United for 22 years and have been Secre-

tary for the last 7 years, although I fulfilled the 

role of Match Secretary for 5 years before that. 

 

Clubs at United Counties League level generally 

have a committee to run the club and these vary 

in number from club to club. As well as the im-

portant positions of Chairman, Secretary and 

Treasurer, there will be several other committee 

members who will be defined various roles. 

 

My role as Secretary is to ensure the smooth 

running of the club, keeping all administration 

up to date. On a weekly basis I receive paper-

work from the County FA for any cautions issued 

to players. This paperwork has to be completed 

and returned with a cheque within 2 weeks. I 

also get lots of correspondence from the league 

which has to be dealt with and returned within 

deadlines. We hold a monthly committee meet-

ing, so I have to prepare agendas, take minutes at 

the meeting and type them out and issue them 

prior to the next months meeting. During the 

close season I have to attend the AGM of the 

league and various local cup competitions that 

the club enters.  Everything within the Secretari-

al role has deadlines i.e. The FA Cup & Vase have 

to be entered by 1st April, the affiliation forms 

have to be returned to the County FA by 31st May 

and once you have received the initial infor-

mation you do not get a reminder, so I have to be 

certain we do not miss the deadline. 

 

Earlier this year we gained Charter Standard 

Status so I had to complete the application form 

and compile all the information required.  Most 

of this was quite easy due to the fact we are a 

well run club, holding regular meetings etc. so 

we had most of it in place. 

 

Some clubs have a separate position called 

Match Secretary and the role of the Match Secre-

tary is to confirm details of fixtures with the 

opposition and match officials, as well as com-

pleting the result sheet and sending it off to the 

league. For away matches, they would also com-

pile and send off information to be included in 

the match programme (usually a club history 

and proposed squad).  At Potton we do not have 

a Match Secretary so I do all this within my Sec-

retary role. 

 

The Chairman oversees the general running of 

the club, taking the meetings and dealing with 

any issues that arise.  At Potton we are currently 

in the process of applying for various grants to 

carry out some ground improvements (we are 

lucky enough to have just received £20,000 from 

a local charity thanks to our Chairman) so he is 

currently obtaining quotes from various compa-

nies, drawing up plans and will then be putting a 

bid together to enable us to receive matched 

funding from The Football Foundation. 

 

The Treasurer is responsible for keeping the 

accounts up to date and ensuring they are audit-

ed at the end of the financial year.  We are slight-

ly hampered in the fact that our treasurer lives in 

Kings Lynn, so myself and the Chairman do the 

day to day work i.e. paying cheques into the 

bank, sending out invoices, drawing money out, 

paying bills etc. and the treasurer just records 

the information we give him. 

 

In Division One of the UCL we are not required to 

produce a full programme, as the rules state a 

team sheet is sufficient. However, we still pro-

duce a full matchday programme and this takes 

time to produce for each match. We have a cover 

plus 3 pages of adverts that are all produced at 

the start of the season and printed by a local 

company.  We then do 3 or 4 A4 pages which 

gives us a total of 12 or 16 pages of information.  

This includes information on the opposition, 

league fixtures/results and tables plus other 

interesting pieces of trivia and stats.  Although I 

am actually named as programme editor, I do 

very little now and just produce the first team 

results page and front page introduction.  I am 

lucky to have my dad to help me (he is the rea-

son I first got involved at Potton) and he pre-

pares the rest of the information and prints the 

middle pages from home which are then collated 

with the adverts. 

 

Football clubs at our level cannot run without 

support of local companies or other fundraising 

initiatives.  We are not fortunate enough to have 

a main sponsor of the club, although our highest 

income comes from a mobile phone mast that is 

located in the ground.  As well as approaching 

companies to advertise in the programme, we 

also get companies/individuals to sponsor each 

match and their money goes towards covering 

the match expenses. We also have a weekly 

draw, known as The Patrons Club (similar to a 

100 club) but it is always difficult attracting new 

members. My dad is also responsible for finding 

the match sponsors and running The Patrons 

Club. 

 

The pitch requires a lot of work and I am sure 

those of you who played in the refs charity match 

will agree it is in quite good condition. Our Chair-

man and 1st team physio look after the pitch, 

from cutting it, repairing any damage and mark-

ing out the lines and this takes a huge amount of 

time. As well as the main pitch, there is also the 

training area which needs to be cut and looked 

after and other areas of the ground which re-

quire maintaining. Being in a remote area, we are 

liable to foxes appearing overnight and leaving 

unwanted deposits on the pitch so an hour or so 

before kick off we have to patrol the pitch to 

ensure it is clear. 

 

Match days are by far the busiest and when most 

people are needed, as there are numerous jobs 

that need doing.  We have to have somebody on 

the gate taking admission money from support-

ers and selling programmes, the bar needs to be 

manned (some of the larger clubs are open 7 

days a week as social clubs so have full time bar 

staff but we are not that lucky so our committee 

man the bar for matches), and the changing 

rooms need cleaning after the game. Our poor 

Chairman does all of the above and you will also 

see him as the teams arrive putting the corner 

flags out and pinning the nets down.  He does 

have a few helpers but I do wonder how the club 

would survive without him. 

 

Another thing required for UCL matches is to 

provide hospitality to visiting club officials at 

half time as well as providing food for players 

and officials after the match.  My mum looks 

after the hospitality at Potton (yes, we do like to 

keep it in the family!!).  The standard of hospital-

ity provided in the UCL does vary dramatically.  

We pride ourselves on the hospitality we give at 

Potton, which is why we have won the award for 

marks given by clubs and referees over the last 

three years. We always provide tea & biscuits to 

the match officials prior to the match, tea or 

orange at half time and hot food after the match 

(usually sausage and chips). For the visiting 

committee we provide a small buffet at half time 

with tea and coffee. Some clubs we visit, we are 

lucky if we get a biscuit to go with our cup of tea! 

The players also get hot food after the match (the 

same as the match officials). The amount of work 

required with preparing/cooking food means my 

mum rarely sees any football at home games. 

 

One of the worst jobs is washing the kit, and with 

having two teams, it takes a while to wash both 

kits. I know some clubs use outside laundry 

companies but we have our own washing ma-

chine and tumble drier at the club, so do it all 

ourselves.  This is another job that usually falls 

on the Chairman and he makes frequent visits to 

the club during the week to swap the washing 

over. 

 

The list goes on and on but at our level we are all 

involved because we enjoy it and grassroots 

football would not survive without a dedicated 

few at each club. At this level, there is a good 

atmosphere within most clubs, and I have built 

up a good relationship with most other teams 

and match officials. You all socialise after the 

match whatever the result and very rarely do 

you see trouble at this level. I just wish we could 

attract new people onto the committee, apart 

from myself the rest of our committee are in 

their 60s and 70s. I know we are not alone as 

looking around the other clubs there are no 

young people joining committees so it does make 

my wonder what players do when they retire 

from the local game! 

RUNNING A FOOTBALL CLUB AT GRASSROOTS LEVEL 



 

 
NEXT MONTH WE PROFILE :    Gary Nowak 

 

 

 

REFEREE PROFILE 
  

Name Chris Knowles 

Referee Level 2A / Panel Select Referee, Football League Assistant Referee 

When did you start refereeing and 
how did you get into it? 

2000, I used to play on Sundays and our referee never arrived. I stepped in and after 
the game I was approached by Rodney Burt who said I had done well and suggested I 
should take my badge.  After the 8 week course my test was conducted by Pete Wal-
ton which I obviously passed. 

Where was your first game and who 
were the two teams? 

My 1st match was at Islip United and they were playing Kettering Nomads 

Which is the best ground you have 
officiated at? 

Wembley Stadium 

What has been your most memorable 
refereeing moment? 

Being appointed to the Blue Square Premier Playoff Final in 2008 as an Assistant 
Referee.  Cambridge United v Exeter City in front of 42,500.  Memorable day 

What has been your worst refereeing 
moment? 

August 2009, Bristol City v Crystal Palace as an Assistant Referee.  We failed to award 
a legitimate goal by Crystal Palace, as I thought the ball had hit the far post to my 
position on the touchline.  The ball had actually hit the bar at the back of the goal that 
holds the net and bounced back out. A horrendous day at the office and one that was 
a massive learning curve in my career. 

Which person or people have helped 
you the most in refereeing? 

I have so many to thank as I have worked my way up the refereeing ladder.  Friends, 
Colleagues at County and National FA and within the PGMOL. My family have been a 
massive support and I’m grateful for all they have given. 

What are your future refereeing 
goals? 

To reach Level 1 and to hold a place on the National List of Referees 

What would be the best advice you 
would give to new referees? 

Smile, enjoy all you do, liaise with colleagues if you need help or guidance and join 
the RA.  We have all been there and stay positive. 

If you could change one of the Laws 
of the Game, what would it be and 
why? 

Player who receives treatment should not leave the Field of Play.  The amount of 
attackers who have been fouled and leave the FOP and miss out on an attacking free 
kick scenario as they are on the side-lines. 

Who is or was your sporting hero? Wade Dooley, Preston Grasshoppers and England (Rugby Union) 

Favourite sport (other than foot-
ball)? 

Rugby Union 

Favourite food and drink? Chinese   Guinness 

Favourite Film? Dumb and Dumber 

Favourite Music/ Band? Simple Minds and Coldplay 

Favourite Referee? Neil Swarbrick 

If you could be invisible for one day, 
what would you do? 

I would stand behind The Speaker in the House of Commons and watch the circus 
develop. 



 

 

CLARKY’S TRIVIA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharp Shooter John Clark Fires Some 

Local Trivia At You! 
Stability is not a word often used in relationship to a football club. 
So it may surprise you to know that there is a club in Northamp-
tonshire that has played on the same ground and in the same 
league for its entire 116 year history. 
 
Formed in 1896, Desborough Town joined the Northants League, 
a competition which was renamed the United Counties League 
following an influx of clubs from the neighbouring area in 1934. 
 
Desborough have been league champions on nine occasions, 1901, 
1902, 1907, 1921, 1924, 1925, 1928, 1949 and 1967, all in eras 
when promotion to a higher level in non-league football was the 
exception rather than the rule. The policy at Desborough has al-
ways been to balance the books and the people running the club 
have consistently forsaken ambition in favour of realism. Their 

realistic view is that a town with a small population cannot com-
pete with clubs who have a much larger catchment area to attract 
support. 
 
In the present financial climate, it is difficult to believe that Des-
borough Town have never owed any money to anyone. One of the 
main reasons for this remarkable state of affairs is the stable na-
ture of the club, which has seen only two Secretaries and two 
Treasurers in the past 57 years. In 1955 Ray Coe became Secre-
tary and Gordon Blissett took up the Treasurer’s position. Mr 
Blissett held this post for 29 years until retiring in 1984 when Vic 
Panter began to control the purse strings. As treasurer for the past 
28 years, Vic is well known to referees who officiate at the Water-
works Field as he is the gentleman who pays them. After the final 
whistle, when Vic enters the match official’s dressing room, he 
always carries his briefcase, which contains the readies, a wel-
come sight for the recipients. 
 
After 32 years as Secretary, Ray Coe sadly passed away in October 
1987. However, his family are still deeply involved in the club, 
with wife Ann having done many years sterling work for the So-
cial Club, eldest son, Steve, is the long serving Groundsman and 
youngest son, Andy, is a former Chairman. All three sit on the 
Club’s Committee. If that is not enough stability, current Secretary, 
John Lee, has just completed 25 years in his present post and has 
been a Club Official for over 50 years. Ray Coe, John Lee and Vic 
Panter have all received long service awards from the N.F.A. In 
addition Mr Lee has also received a medal from the Football Asso-
ciation. 
 
My question for you this month is; “Can you name the last North-
amptonshire Referee to take charge of the F.A. Cup Final?” I will 
provide the answer in the next issue. 
 
The answers to my posers in last month’s edition are Brian Reyn-
olds, who is the former United Counties League referee who has 
played first class cricket, while Chris Goode, is the current United 
Counties referee who has also played first class cricket for North-
amptonshire 
 

John Clark 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CAPTION COMPETITION 
 

Adam O’Connor was the winner of the caption completion with his              
interpretation of the above snapshot having Peter Kirkup shouting; 

 

"Arrgh!! That's my sunburn from my         
European travels Alan!" 

To nominate a referee please click 

on the “Nominate Now” box above 

and fill in the form 

 

http://www.thefa.com/my-football/referee/carlsberg-referee-awards/Nomination


 

 

Sian Massey was our guest speaker at 
our November meeting, and the current 
Premier League Assistant Referee gave 
us a talk on her career to date and her 
involvement in the 2012 Under 20’s 
Women’s World Cup in Japan. 
 
Prior to being selected to officiate in 
Japan, Sian was sent to Portugal along 
with 39 other hopefuls to participate in 
a training camp that would ultimately 
lead to selection for one of two tourna-
ments, the Under 20’s Women’s World 
Cup in Japan or the Under 17’s Wom-
en’s World Cup in Azerbaijan. 
 
The training camp consisted of both 
mental and physical tests, which saw 
Sian and her colleagues subjected to 
long days of intense work. 
 
The first item on the agenda in Portugal 
was to complete the FIFA Women’s 
fitness test, which consists of 6 x 40 
metre sprints in under 6.4 seconds, fol-
lowed by 10 laps of a 400m athletics 
track, which have to be broken down 
into 150 metre runs in under 35 se-
conds followed by a 50 metre recovery 
walk in 45 seconds. If any of the officials 
failed the test, then they were sent 
home and had to pay back the cost of 
their travel expenses to FIFA, to the 
tune of £2,000!! 
 
Once the test was out of the way, the 
days consisted of Physical work in the 
morning session and Classroom work in 
the afternoon. 
 
Typically the Physical work would con-
sist of running through offside situa-
tions with youth players from a local 
club being used to re-enact the game 
situations. These sessions would then 
be reviewed on DVD to ascertain the 
number of correct decisions each offi-
cial had given out of 20 scenarios. The 
success rate that had to be achieved 
was 90%. There would also be plenty of 
physical training sessions which were all 
recorded on individual heart rate moni-
tors, so that the data could be down-
loaded and analysed by the coaches. 
 
In the classroom sessions there were 
again offside DVD clips to review and 

make decisions on, as well as tests on 
the Laws of the Game, English and a 
real focus on Fouls & Misconduct. 
 
Fortunately for Sian, she performed 
well enough to be selected to board the 
plane for Japan, and experience first 
class air travel from Paris and 5 star 
luxuries when she arrived in the hotel in 
Tokyo for the 3 week tournament 
(Aug-Sep). 
 
Below is a typical daily schedule 
for the officials who were select-
ed: 
 
07:00-07:30 Weight Control 
07:30-08:30 Breakfast 
08:45  Depart for Training 
09:00-12:00 Training 
12:00-1:00 Shower & Change 
13:00-14:00 Lunch 
14:00-18:00 Classroom Session 
18:00-20:00 Dinner 
20:00-22:00 Free Time 
22:00  Back to Hotel 
 
Sian was lucky enough to be appointed 
to the opening game of the tournament 
in front of a crowd of 9,542 at Miyagi 
Stadium, between Japan and Mexico. 
The Referee for the match was Christine 
Baitinger (GER) with Natalie Aspinall 
(ENG) assisting on the other line to Sian. 
The Fourth official was Silvia Spinelli 
(ITA) http://www.fifa.com/
u20womensworldcup/matches/
round=258175/match=300200435/
index.html. The appointments for the 
opening match are definitely laden with 
responsibility, as this is the game which 
will set the tone for the rest of the tour-
nament, and the officials need to be 
really trusted within FIFA to be selected 
for such an appointment. The game 
itself saw Japan run out 4-1 winners, 
and from the officials point of view 
there were no major incidents to deal 
with. 
 
Sian’s second match was a Group B de-
cider between Brazil and Korea Repub-
lic, played this time at the National Sta-
dium in Tokyo, in front of 16,914 peo-
ple. The same team of officials were 
appointed and Korea won the match 2-
0, and thus progressed to the knock out 

stages of the competition, with Brazil 
unfortunately eliminated from the com-
petition. http://www.fifa.com/
u20womensworldcup/matches/
round=258175/match=300200445/
index.html. 
 
Unfortunately Sian was not appointed 
to any further games but thoroughly 
enjoyed the tournament atmosphere 
and format, leaving her determined to 
be selected for the 7th Women’s World 
Cup in Canada in 2015 http://

www.fifa.com/womensworldcup/
index.html. Upon leaving Japan, each of 
the officials were presented with a tour-
nament medal at the leaving party. 

Sian started her refereeing career at 13, 
refereeing under 12’s football and has 
steadily risen through the ranks to her 
current position as a 2B Referee 
(refereeing Panel matches on the Con-
ference North or South). She attained 
National List Assistant Referee and 
Women’s FIFA Assistant Referee status 
in 2009, at the age of 23 and was then 
subsequently promoted to Premier 
League Assistant in 2011, at the age of 
25. Her first football league match was 
the 2-2 draw between Hereford v Port 

Vale on 29th August 2009, and her first 
Premier League match was the 2-0 win 
by Blackpool away to Sunderland on 
28th December 2010. Sian has also offi-
ciated at the Women’s FA Cup Final. 

SIAN MASSEY 

USA Win the 2012 Women’s U20 World Cup Final 

Sian Massey. Sunderland v Blackpool 
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PRE-MATCH INSTRUCTIONS TO CLUB ASSISTANTS 

Congratulations to Rob Evans (pictured far 

right), who has been selected to officiate at 

the Dr Pepper Dallas Cup XXXIV between 

24th and 31st March 2013. 

The Dallas Cup is the oldest interna-
tional youth soccer tournament in the 
United States, celebrating its 30th year 
in 2009. The Texas Longhorns Soccer 
Club founded the tournament and it 
was originally a way for the club to 
return the friendship shown to their 
teams that had travelled throughout 
Europe. When applying for the first 
tournament’s sanction it was called 
“The Texas Cup”. As this name was 
already in use by another organiza-
tion the name “Dallas Cup” was se-
lected by the tournament organizers. 
Since its inception in 1980, Dallas 

Cup has played host to teams and refer-
ees from over 45 states, 100 countries 
and 6 continents. The tournament is held 
every spring from Palm Sunday to Easter 
Sunday. 

 
Boys ages 12-19, participate in seven age 
groups. Dallas Cup entertains on average 
more than 160,000 spectators during the 
week, watching teams from all over the 
world participate in an extremely in-
tense, explosive and competitive tourna-
ment where only the best return home 
champions. The field of teams consists of 
approximately 40% international teams, 

40% state-side teams and 20% Dal-
las area teams. Local teams that 
qualify for the tournament agree to 
host an international team and 
many are offered housing in the 
homes of local participating players 
in their age group. There is no cost 
to those taking part in the Dallas 
Cup HomeStay Program. The bene-
fits of such cross culture exposure 
are unlimited. Players disregard 
any social, ethnic, religious or eco-
nomic prejudices and walk away 
making friends for life through the 
love of the beautiful game. 
All the best Rob. 

EVANS DOES DALLAS! 

It is widely acknowledged in refereeing circles 

how generous I am, particularly at the bar. 

Just ask Doc. This Christmas will be no differ-

ent, and to celebrate this yuletide I thought it 

would be really kind if I offered my county 

colleagues some ideas for what to buy the 

men in black for Christmas. So here goes...  

David Avent – For Dave I’m suggesting we all 

give him a bit of knowledge. He may be from 

Essex but this 

should not ex-

cuse his stupidi-

ty. I mean not 

knowing Italy is 

in Europe or 

Welwyn Garden 

City is not near Cardiff is a poor excuse for a 

schoolteacher. No, honestly he is a school-

teacher. 

The Chairman – Now that our Chairman has 

an esteemed role in the Refereeing Society, I 

think it is time we got him a company car.  

Preferably one where his feet can reach the 

pedals and he can see over the dashboard.  

Richard Armstrong – Our esteemed colleague 

from over the border may find these come in 

handy. Following his performance in the Ref’s 

match, he may need a little more help in the 

return match next year and these are just the 

job.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob Page – I thought it would be great if we 

all clubbed together and updated Pagey’s 

wardrobe, preferably something similar to 

those pictured would bring it forward twenty 

years or so. Obviously they would need to be a 

bit bigger in size.  

Paul Evans – It was difficult to decide what to 

get our Northern friend. I narrowed it down 

to either a Yorkshire – English dictionary or 

some pigment for his skin. This was cheaper. I 

particularly like the football section in it. For 

example, ‘Narthen ar kid, tharts a rart yella 

card is that’ 

or ‘Ma whip-

pet is a York-

shire pud-

ding’ trans-

lates as ‘You 

are being 

cautioned for 

Simulation 

Player.’  

 

 

Graham Kinnear – Our very own Newsletter 

Editor loves a beard and has shown great 

success in cultivating them in the past. How-

ever, variety being the spice of life, this easy 

to follow moustache and beard combo guide 

should keep him happy 365 days a year. 

 

SANTA SNAKEY’S GIFT LIST 

http://www.dallascup.com/


 

 

 

207 Wellingborough Road, Northampton, 

NN1 4ED. Tel/Fax 01604 622700 

www.johnhenrysports.co.uk 

10% off in shop on all Non 

Sale Items for Northampton 

RA Members 

10% 

OFF 

FIND US ON            FOLLOW  US  ON 

FACEBOOK   TWITTER 

 

www.kbsportstherapy.com                           

email: kim@kbsportstherapy.com 

20% off for Northampton RA 

Membership Card holders 

TheFA.com REFEREEING 

DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE COVERED IN THE NEWS-

LETTER OR HAVE AN ARTICLE YOU WOULD LIKE PUBLISHED? IF YOU DO, 

PLEASE EMAIL US AT newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

Click on the NFA Logo to be transported to the referee 
section of the NFA website, for all of the latest County FA 
news and information. 
 
Contact: 
Peter Nicholson 
Referee Development Officer 
01604 678401 

NORTHAMPTON RA CONTACTS                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Chairman:  Brendan Doherty  chairman@northamptonreferees.org.uk Treasurer:  Abdul Kadir  treasurer@northamptonreferees.org.uk           

Secretary:  Wayne Chalmers  secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk Newsletter:  Graham Kinnear  newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

General Queries:  support@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

CAPTION COMPETITION 

YOU ARE THE UCL PREM REF!! 

Every month we put you in the pressurised position of a UCL  Premier 

Division referee and ask, “What would you do?” 

You are the man in the middle for the clash between Yaxley and Boston 

Town. As the match enters the 90th minute you award a penalty to Yaxley. 

By the time that the Yaxley forward is ready to 

take the kick however, time has expired on your 

watch. Being conversant with the Laws of the 

Game, you allow the kick to be taken, however 

the keeper saves it, before the forward nets the 

rebound. DO YOU AWARD THE GOAL? 

Tune in next month to find out the answer!!! 

Last Months Answer : Request that the kick be 

re-taken, as the ball had not left the penalty area, and so was therefore 

not in play. 

REFEREES 

        YOUR RA NEEDS 

 

CLICK THE IMAGE TO DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION 

DEAR REF! 
Got a problem with your refereeing, or do you have a refereeing issue 

that you need urgently resolving. Perhaps you just need some clarifi-

cation on a point of Law. Well have no fear, Agony 

Ref is here! 

Just send in your refereeing problems to us at 

support@northamptonreferees.org.uk and we 

will attempt to provide a solution to your refer-

eeing woes with total anonymity. 
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