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Darren Brockwell was the guest speaker 
at our February meeting, informing the 
members that “You have to be MAD to 
referee!” 
 M otivated 
 A ssessed 
 D edicated 
 
ASSESSED 
 
Darren took us through the role of the 
Assessor, who is there to aid the devel-
opment of the referee, motivate and 
offer constructive advice. He is not just 
there to massage the referee’s ego by 
telling him what he wants to hear, how-
ever he is definitely not there to de-
motivate with unconstructive criticism or 
to produce surprises within the written 
assessment, on areas which were not 
mentioned within the post-match de-
brief. 
 
The Contributory League assessors mark-
ing structure was also discussed with the 
following bandings demonstrating the 
level of performance: 
 
62-65 Didn’t do quite well enough 
66-69 Did ok 
70-73 Standard performance 
74-77 Did well. Just above standard 
78-81 Did very well 
 
MOTIVATED 
 
The definition of motivation; is the rea-
son or reasons for acting or behaving in a 
particular way and the general desire or 
willingness to do something. In psycholo-
gy it is defined as, the process that initi-
ates, guides and maintains goal-
orientated behaviours. Darren then put 
the question to the floor, “What moti-
vates you to referee?” 
 
Motivation falls into two categories; Ex-
ternal and Internal. 

The external motivation is affected by 
the REWARD, i.e. Money and Promotion 
and the FEAR, i.e. Threats and Failure. 
 
The internal motivation is affected by 
Focus, Drive, Ambition, Vision, Strength, 
Energy, Challenge, Opportunity, Enjoy-
ment and Enthusiasm. 
 
DEDICATED 
 
The definition of dedication; is the quali-
ty of being wholly dedicated or com-
mitted to a task or purpose and the gen-
eral desire or willingness to do some-
thing 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=6jzWRYr-b_Y 

 
If 

you wanna be the best 
If you wanna beat the rest 
Oh-oh dedication's what you need; 
 
Darren asked, “Do you want it enough?”, 
no pain, no gain, never give up, “Are you 
doing enough?”, these are all questions 
and mindsets that you must adopt to 
drive yourself forward. 
 
Jessie Owens once said; “We all have 
dreams. But in order to make dreams 
come into reality, it takes an awful lot of 
determination, dedication, self-discipline 
and effort.” 
It is important that you set yourself 
goals, both short-term and long-term, as 
if you don’t have goals, you will never 

achieve them!! It is not how good you 
are, it is about how good you want to be! 

YOU HAVE TO BE MAD TO REFEREE! 

Whether you watch football as a live specta-
tor or as an armchair fan, you cannot deny 
that the gap between the elite in the Premier 
League and the remaining Clubs is widening 
year on year, to a point where it may soon 
become impossible to bridge. 

The game is not just about the top teams and 
their prima donna players, who are paid six 
figure weekly salaries! It’s about Football 
League clubs, Non-League clubs and grass-
roots parks football. These clubs are what I 
would call real community football clubs, who 
are very close to the towns where they are 
located and are supported by local fans. It’s 
their football fix, it still matters win, lose or 
draw. It’s their passion, and it is more about 
loyalty and local pride than money. 

It is important therefore that all Football 
League clubs should be on a level playing field 
when it comes to putting on games through 
the winter. This is where football goes wrong 
in my opinion, as Premiership clubs who can 
afford undersoil heating to beat the weather, 
can ensure that a fixture is rarely missed, 
whereas the smaller clubs, who heavily rely 
on regular football to keep the money rolling 
in, can become hamstrung by frozen weather. 
This not only stifles the cash flow but also 
leads to massive fixture pile ups at the end of 
the season. It is therefore my opinion that 
these clubs should be allowed, if they wish, to 
install all-weather 3G pitches in their 
grounds, on which to play League & Cup 
matches. This would not only ensure that 
games were not postponed, but also increase 
revenues through regular use by their com-
munities, as the pitches would not suffer due 
to the increased usage. Football needs to use 
common-sense and allow the use of these 
pitches from the Championship downwards. 

Continued on page 4……. 

FOOTBALL 

MUST CHANGE 
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Rob Page aka the Whistleblower. Every 
month we have a new edition for the News-
letter. It is guaranteed to give you a laugh 
and show the light-hearted side to referees, 
and what is more….NOBODY is safe from his 
views! 
 
Whistleblower Gives It To You Straight! 
 
March 2013 
 

Your Spring of Sport starts here……… 

At the last NRA meeting (which get 

better and better as we go through the 

season) we had the draw for the up-

coming NRA Darts Tournament. Venue 

has been chosen and is that hotbed of 

World Darts, The Pioneer Pub, Haz-

ledene Rd. Chosen for 3 reasons:  

It is “the home of darts” 

The cost was right 

It is close to where both Chalmers 

& Doherty live! 

It has thrown up some interesting 1st 

round matches and got me thinking 

about the nicknames that the players 

could use, plus some interesting darts 

“facts” about those taking part: 

First up will be Graham “2nd best” Kin-

near vs Dave “Interesting” Allen. Gra-

ham takes his nickname from his place 

in the Mears Ashby referee pecking 

order (often mentioned here). Dave has 

stolen his, from snooker legend Steve 

Davis, for his rather deliberate delivery 

when speaking. If you get bored watch-

ing this opener, don’t worry – there is a 

freshly painted wall in the corridor 

which you can go & watch dry! 

Second game is Paul “Change of name 

required” Tebbutt vs Brendan “TA” 

Docherty. The former needs something 

to stop him being mistaken, for A N 

Other with the same name (other rea-

sons omitted due to advice from our 

Lawyers!). He is hoping to show that 

his darts prowess is as good as his 

match winning performance, in the 

recent RA football match. Our illustri-

ous Chairman is nicknamed TA, which 

is short for The Amoeba, yet another 

reference to his diminutive stature. The 

last time he 

played darts 

was at Roy 

Ainge’s 40th 

birthday 

(1982). But 

fortunately the 

same milk 

crate is availa-

ble to allow 

him to retrieve his darts from the 

board!! 

After this, we were supposed to have 

“Diddy” Dave Lewis – his girlfriend 

offered this one - but I’m too afraid to 

ask him why! vs Stuart “Modest” Burt 

(spot the irony). However, Stuey has 

withdrawn due to refereeing duties in 

faraway lands. It took one hell of a lot 

of favours, called in with my mates at 

FIFA, to get this sorted. You can all 

thank me by buying me a pint, on the 

night. 

Next up is the first real grudge match, 

with yours truly Rob “5 or a 1” Page vs 

Wayne “3 times a night” Chalmers. 

Wayne did try to tell me that his nick-

name was down to his sex life but his 

partner, Sarah, laughed at this and con-

firmed that this is the amount of games 

of darts he plays, in an effort to win this 

tournament. Snakey, you’re so sad! 

Then comes the total mis-match of Alan 

“Deadeye” Archer vs Gavin “Burty’s too 

modest” McFarlane (Spot the double 

irony). How on earth Gavlar expects to 

beat the pre-tournament favourite, I’ll 

never know. This one should be over 

quickly and see Gav drowning his sor-

rows at the bar later. Alan will be keen-

ly watching to see who he could face in 

Round 2. 

A heavyweight clash next up, but not in 

the darting sense! Rob “5 bellies” 

Whitehouse taking on Simon “I ate all 

the pies” Adkins. Rob admits he hasn’t 

thrown a dart since his days at the fa-

mous Eton school. He wasn’t studying 

there, he was a caretaker. Simon 

though is a regular player in a local 

darts league. His win bonus used to be 

a trip to the local ‘all you can eat’ buffet 

– but the restaurant in question went 

out of business a week after his first 

visit.  

The long & short of the game meet 

next, when it’s Darren “TMT” Brock-

well vs Darrell “Jack’s Brother” Horner. 

Dazzlin’ Darren’s TMT refers to the fact 

he is “Two Metres Tall” and he finds 

darts difficult, as he is always aiming 

down at the board. Darrell, on the oth-

er hand may need to borrow Brendan’s 

milk crate to retrieve his darts……….. 

from the skirting board! Let’s hope this 

Horner, should he return home victori-

ous to his wife, remember not to stick 

in his thumb. Last time, allegedly, she 

didn’t talk to him for a month. 

The last game of Round 1 see’s Dave 

“Trigger” Avent vs Richard “1 tank” 

Armstrong. Trigger obviously takes his 

name from the cerebrally challenged 

character, from Only Fools & Horses. In 

fact Avent is so dim, he is still offering 

odds of 2-1 for Stuart Burt to make 

Round 2. Tricky Dickie Armstrong is 

the dark horse in the field, as no-one 

knows if he plays darts - but he certain-

ly has the figure for it. His nickname 

comes from the amount of fuel needed 

to go all the way round him, without 

stopping. 

So, there we have it. An action packed 

afternoon & evening is guaranteed. Let 

the best man win…………….. 

As I could do with the money! 

Whistleblower 

Come along to the Pioneer Pub on Sun-
day 24th March from 1pm onwards and 
support your RA. 

 

WHISTLEBLOWER 



 

 

A DAY AT THE RACES 

We are holding another social event to Towcester Races on Friday 24th May for the annual evening meeting. We 
will be leaving Northampton around 4.45pm from the old Fish Market and returning around 11.00pm.  

The cost of this is £10 return but this is subject to 16 members attending. Last year we did have a few people let 
us down at the last minute, so this year we are asking for payment in advance. This guarantees your place. Should 

more than 16 wish to attend then we can get a bigger bus. Entry to the course is also £10, but is paid on gate. 

Can you please let me know if you're interested and then we can arrange payment etc. at the next meeting. 

CLARKY’S TRIVIA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharp Shooter John Clark Fires Some 

Local Trivia At You! 
The best supported club in the United Counties League this season 
do not play in the Premier Division. Formed in 2011, AFC Rushden 
and Diamonds spent one season in the Northants Senior Youth 
League before joining the UCL for the 2012/13 campaign. 
 
Their club may have only been in existence for just over 18 
months but many teams have already benefited considerably from 
Diamonds’ huge support. Last season the under 18 league saw 
attendances which had previously never been witnessed in a com-
petition dating back to 1979, and this season, United Counties 
League, Division One clubs’ finances have received a massive 
boost from Diamonds playing at their ground. The biggest benefi-
ciaries were Rushden & Higham United, who had a crowd of 1,157 
when AFC Rushden & Diamonds visited Hayden Road on Saturday 
6th October 2012. When you consider that the largest UCL, Prem-
ier Division attendance so far this season is 485 at Holbeach Unit-

ed v Spalding United, it shows how impressive Diamonds’ figures 
are. 
 
Not only is AFC Rushden & Diamonds average home gate of 567 
far in excess of the best Premier Division average of 203 at St.Ives, 
but the UCL, Division One, club also has the distinction of current-
ly attracting larger crowds than any other Northamptonshire non-
league side. That is some achievement when two clubs, Brackley 
Town and Corby Town, play at a level four steps higher in Confer-
ence North, while Kettering Town are three levels higher in the 
Southern League, Premier Division, with both Daventry Town and 
Woodford United two steps above the Diamonds in the Midland 
Division of the Southern League. 
 
In addition to the Rushden & Higham United v AFC Rushden & 
Diamonds game, three other non-league games have attracted 
crowds of over 750 in Northamptonshire this season. There were 
more than 1,000 at Brackley Town for the visit of Conference 
North leaders Chester City. On Saturday 18th August 2012, 784 
saw AFC Rushden & Diamonds play Thrapston Town at the Dog & 
Duck, Wellingborough. And on Saturday 16th February 2013, 768 
spectators watched Corby Town take on Chester City at Steel 
Park. 
 
Wellingborough Town are the only Northamptonshire club in the 
UCL Premier Division to have an average attendance of over 100 
this season. 
 
It is unlikely that any non-league club in the county will overtake 
AFC Rushden & Diamonds’ average attendance figure during the 
closing weeks of the season. The next best will be one of a trio of 
clubs, Brackley Town, Corby Town or Kettering Town. 
 
The answer to February’s poser was Northampton Town, Peter-
borough United and Rushden & Diamonds’ membership means 
that three Northamptonshire Football Association clubs have 
played in the Football League. 
 
My question this month is; “How many Northamptonshire Foot-
ball Association’s affiliated clubs, past and present, have ever 
reached the Third Round Proper of the F.A. Cup?” 
 

John Clark 



 

 

 

  
  
 

REFEREE PROFILE 
  

Name Rob Evans 

Referee Level 4 

When did you start 
refereeing and how 
did you get into it? 

2007 through my youth team coach 
at Roade F.C. 

Where was your first 
game and who were 
the two teams? 

Moulton College - Northampton 
Town v Brentford Centre of Excel-
lence Under 10’s. 

Which is the best 
ground you have offi-
ciated at? 

Ricoh Arena 

What has been your 
most memorable ref-
ereeing moment? 

Receiving my first County Cup Final 
appointment and being asked to at-
tend the 2013 Dallas Cup. 

What has been your 
worst refereeing mo-
ment? 

Seeing a player break his leg right in 
front of me. 

Which person or peo-
ple have helped you 
the most in referee-
ing? 

Many over the years but Darren 
Brockwell has been a massive help 
this season. 

What are your future 
refereeing goals? 

To officiate on the Football League 

What would be the 
best advice you would 
give to new referees? 

Listen and learn from the experience 
of others around you and aspire to be 
the best! 

If you could change 
one of the Laws of the 
Game, what would it 
be and why? 

The reintroduction of the Golden 
Goal during extra time. To add more 
excitement and pressure to the addi-
tional time. 

Who is or was your 
sporting hero? 

David Beckham 

Favourite sport (other 
than football)? 

Rugby 

Favourite food and 
drink? 

Seafood and a pint of Guinness! 

Favourite Film? Rocky II 

Favourite Music/ 
Band? 

The Streets 

Favourite Referee? Mark Clattenberg 

If you could be invisi-
ble for one day, what 
would you do? 

Visit Jessica Ennis’s changing room 
after a race! 

NEXT MONTH WE PROFILE :    Andy Johnson 

Continued from front page…. 

We could also move ahead faster with goal-line technology, which 
is very much needed and seems to be taking an age to introduce 
since it was first considered. Football must move forward like other 
sports such as Cricket and Rugby. Referees are only human; we all 
make mistakes, and can miss key match incidents. Surely at Prem-
iership and Football League level, if there is a chance to help a ref-
eree and review a situation or incident, we should do it. 

They say the camera never lies and all players are aware there are 
cameras at all grounds, which should also highlight incidents of 
diving or simulation on penalties. No one likes to see cheating in 
the game whereby a penalty is won by diving, an easy tumble or 
simulation. Players have to realise they are under the spotlight in 
league games and cannot get away with unsporting deceptive be-
haviour. 

I would also like to see a sin-bin situation brought into football, 
whereby a player can be removed from the field of play for a set 
time period, as a cooling down measure to avoid a possible sending 
off. Why not trial it in the Capital One Cup and see how it is re-
ceived?? 

Another change I would like to see is to re-introduce moving the 
ball 10 yards forward at free kicks when players clearly show dis-
sent to referees. This would, in my opinion, cut out a lot of the 
dissent straight away. 

I do think football, as the beautiful game, must move forward with 
changes like those above that will benefit the game, so that all 
concerned; players, officials and spectators alike can enjoy matches 
much more. 

(Level 7 ref and regular supporter of a League One club in the Midlands 
area) 



 

 

 



 

 

The Referees' Association is an organised group of people involved with Refereeing which is run 

by Referees for the benefit of Referees and is administered from our head Office in Coventry.  

We are organised into 306 local societies in 3 Countries and most of our 13,500 members only experience their local 

society but are safe in the knowledge that we all have the support of our County and National structures.  

Men and women take up refereeing for a number of reasons, some are frustrated footballers while others have come to 

the end of their playing careers and have decided to put something back into the game.  

 

Some start their refereeing at school, whilst others begin a career with the whistle later in life. A very small number of 

us will go to the very top and reach the FA Premier League or International level either as a Referee or as an Assistant 

Referee, most will be active on the local parks or somewhere in between.  

Everyone within the football community whether players, administrators, supporters or Referees all have the same 

objective, that is to participate in and to maximise their enjoyment from the game which we all love.  

It would be fair to say that we referee because we enjoy it. All referees, however, are professional in that we receive a fee for our service and it is only 

right therefore that we show a professional attitude. 

There are several benefits of membership of The Referees' Association. We provide a low cost Insurance Policy, Supplies, Various training and infor-

mation publications, a Benevolent Fund for those of our members who are in need and most importantly, through our network of local societies we 

encourage discussion on the game not only amongst members, but also with various footballing bodies 

 

Insurance 

We operate an extremely low cost Personal Accident Insurance scheme for members which provides insurance cover whilst travelling directly to and 

from a game and during a game, whilst on recognised referees' Society business and also for the theft of refereeing equipment to the value of £200. The 

weekly benefits provided are at the rate of £100 per week if a referee is injured as a result of an accident. The insurance policy only covers UK resident 

members of The Association whilst refereeing in the UK.  

 

Products and Publications 

We stock an extensive range of good quality kit and accessories at competitive prices. Further details of these products and services are given on the RA 

shop pages which are devoted specifically to those items.  

Benevolent Fund 

We hope that our members never need assistance from the Benevolent Fund but, sadly, some of our members do fall on hard times and are in need. 

Whatever the reason for this need the Benevolent Fund is there to assist all of our members.  

 

Local Societies 

Local societies operate like a self-help group where referees meet together to discuss different aspects of the game, we learn from and with each other 

to improve our refereeing skills. Continual in house training on the interpretation and implementation of law helps to improve match day performanc-

es. By discussing Refereeing issues with colleagues from different levels of the game, we are able learn from the experiences of others and to implement 

methods of best practice which will improve our match day performance and increase our enjoyment from the game. Most local societies have a Repre-

sentative on the local league or competition to ensure that problems can be quickly discussed and resolved. 

County Association 

Local societies within a County FA area combine together to form a County Association, which enables them to discuss matters of common interest. 

Most County Associations have a representative on either the Referees' committee or the Board or Council of their parent County Football Association 

National Association 

The 3 National Associations maintain a very close working relationship with their parent National FA and discuss matters with their National FA on 

behalf of members to resolve problems. 

As a referee, you will benefit from the skills, protection, peace of mind, training, insurance and above all the camaraderie that membership of the Refer-

ees' Association will give, we believe that everyone involved in Refereeing should be a member. 

 

PhysioCare 

PhysioCare provides you with fast access to private physiotherapy treatment for an injury without having to go to a GP or an NHS hospital for a referral. 

If you injure yourself whilst refereeing or training then you will be able to access fast, professional, private physiotherapy treatment in accordance with 

the PhysioCare agreement. 

 

Take advantage of our expertise, experience and guidance. We are sure that you will benefit and that reaping the rewards of membership will assist you 

in promoting your career as a referee. 

http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/dmxreadyv2/applications/assets/pdf/The%20RA%20-%20Policy%20Summary%202011%20-%20New%20Logo.pdf
http://www.rashop.co.uk
http://www.rashop.co.uk
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/


 

 

The Northampton Referees’ Association 

Membership Registration Form 

Membership year 1st April 2013 – 31st March 2014 
       

 

 

Guidance Notes: 

Please complete and submit this form ensuring you have included the following; 

a) Completed Registration Form giving details as requested. 

b) Cheque or Postal Order payable to “The Northampton Referees’ Association” 

c) Please post completed forms to the address detailed below. 

POA = Price On Application, as the PhysioCare is increasing from the 21st March 2013 

Northampton Referee’s Association 

Interim Honorary Secretary: Wayne Chalmers 

7 Stowe Walk, Parklands, Northampton, NN3 6EE 

E-mail: secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

Society: Northampton DOB: Date:  

Name:   
 Daytime telephone 

number 
 

Address:   

 

 

 

Email Address: 
 

Type of Remittance 
Fee per 

Member 
Amount 

Full Membership Fee (Inc. RA Insurance) 

 
£28.00  

Non-Active Membership Fee £21.00  

Student Membership Fee (Inc. RA Insurance) £12.00  

Optional PhysioCare P.O.A.  

Donation to the Benevolent Fund   

Other (please specify)   

 Total   

mailto:secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/dmxreadyv2/applications/assets/pdf/The%20RA%20-%20Policy%20Summary%202011%20-%20New%20Logo.pdf
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx


 

 

 

207 Wellingborough Road, Northampton, 

NN1 4ED. Tel/Fax 01604 622700 

www.johnhenrysports.co.uk 

10% off in shop on all Non 

Sale Items for Northampton 

RA Members 

10% 

OFF 

FIND US ON            FOLLOW  US  ON 

FACEBOOK   TWITTER 

 

www.kbsportstherapy.com                           

email: kim@kbsportstherapy.com 

20% off for Northampton RA 

Membership Card holders 

TheFA.com REFEREEING 

DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE COVERED IN THE NEWS-

LETTER OR HAVE AN ARTICLE YOU WOULD LIKE PUBLISHED? IF YOU DO, 

PLEASE EMAIL US AT newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

Click on the NFA Logo to be transported to the referee 
section of the NFA website, for all of the latest County FA 
news and information. 
 
Contact: 
Peter Nicholson 
Referee Development Officer 
01604 678401 

NORTHAMPTON RA CONTACTS                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Chairman:  Brendan Doherty  chairman@northamptonreferees.org.uk Treasurer:  Abdul Kadir  treasurer@northamptonreferees.org.uk           

Secretary:  Wayne Chalmers  secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk Newsletter:  Graham Kinnear  newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

General Queries:  support@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

CAPTION COMPETITION 

YOU ARE THE UCL PREM REF!! 

Every month we put you in the pressurised position of a UCL  Premier 

Division referee and ask, “What would you do?” 

In a fractious clash between Cogenhoe and St Ives, there is an altercation 

between goalkeeper and centre forward. You clearly see the keeper (who is 

inside the penalty area) spit at the forward (who 

is outside the penalty area) & immediately stop 

play to dismiss the goalkeeper. DO YOU AWARD 

A PENALTY OR A FREE-KICK? Tune in next month 

to find out the answer!!! 

Last Months Answer : The ball was in play at the 

moment you stopped the game to issue the 

caution. You should therefore restart the match 

with an indirect free-kick against the team from whom the player was 

cautioned. The ball should be placed at the position the offending player 

was when the offence occurred. 

REFEREES 

        YOUR RA NEEDS 

 

CLICK THE IMAGE TO DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION 

DEAR REF! 
Got a problem with your refereeing, or do you have a refereeing issue 

that you need urgently resolving. Perhaps you just need some clarifi-

cation on a point of Law. Well have no fear, Agony 

Ref is here! 

Just send in your refereeing problems to us at 

support@northamptonreferees.org.uk and we 

will attempt to provide a solution to your refer-

eeing woes with total anonymity. 

http://www.thefa.com/thefacup
http://www.johnhenrysports.co.uk/
http://www.johnhenrysports.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/Northampton.referees
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fnorthamptonrefereesassociation.wordpress.com%2Fmessage-board%2F&screen_name=northamptonra&source=followbutton&variant=2.0&xd_token=01bffbb3f6a258
http://www.kbsportstherapy.com/
mailto:kim@kbsportstherapy.com
http://www.rashop.co.uk/
http://www.thefa.com/my-football/referee
mailto:newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk
http://www.northamptonshirefa.com/referee
mailto:chairman@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:support@northamptonreferees.org.uk
http://northamptonrefereesassociation.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/member-form1.pdf
mailto:support@northamptonreferees.org.uk

