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On November 8th 2012 I received the phone 

call from select group referee Kevin Friend; 

that I was to attend the 34th annual Dallas 

cup as the Midlands representative for the 

FA academy group. Along-

side this honour I was also 

informed I would be the 

first representative from 

Northamptonshire to 

attend. The journey began 

with a weekend trip to 

the national football cen-

tre St Georges Park in mid 

February. This was the 

first chance we would 

have to meet the group that would attend 

The Dallas Cup. I would be joined by the 

representatives from 8 other regions along-

side a group of three PGMO officials and a 

selection of five coaches. This made up the 

FA representation and we were to be joined 

from officials worldwide, including; 

CONCACAF, Australian and Canadian acade-

mies.  A presentation of what to expect and 

what was expected of the candidates was 

delivered by Ian Blanchard and the excite-

ment began to kick in. As we received our 

flight details and our itinerary for the weeks 

ahead the time soon passed and the 17th of 

March had arrived and the group was to 

meet at the Radisson hotel Heathrow for our 

flight the following morning. As we made 

our way through Heathrow Terminal Five a 

great deal of attention was paid to the group 

as we were suited for the occasion. Upon 

arrival in Dallas we were to meet our home 

stay family who we would be lucky enough 

to spend our time in Dallas with. For myself I 

stayed with the Hicks family and the home 

stay programme we were all involved with 

was certainly a major part in our trip. As the 

first week passed we undertook some early 

morning coaching sessions where the coach-

es had their chance to talk us through some 

key aspects of refereeing that would en-

hance our games. We discussed attacking 

free kick management, the 

corner kick and assistant 

refereeing. These were just 

a few small areas that were 

touched upon alongside 

these informal sessions we 

looked through a great 

range of other areas. Fol-

lowing our coaching session 

the PGMO group would 

lead us through a range of 

fitness sessions which really en-

hanced the group bond. Throughout 

the first week we also had the 

chance to explore some of the Dal-

las sights including the John F Ken-

nedy museum, Dallas Cowboys sta-

dium, Forth Worth Stock yards and 

much more. In addition to this, we 

were also lucky enough to be in-

volved with some local charity work includ-

ing the feeding of the homeless and pre-

senting to a local primary school.  

After much anticipation the Dallas Cup tour-

nament had finally arrived and the FIFA re-

ception alongside the opening ceremony in 

the 92,000 seated Cotton Bowl stadium 

kicked off events. For me I was lucky enough 

to be involved in seven group games, one 

quarter final and one semi final. Although I 

was not selected to officiate one of the finals 

it was great to see a complete team of Eng-

lish academy officials on one of the eight 

finals, in addition to this to see two of the 

football league referees involved with an-

other. After picking up several friendly 

games after my competitive football had 

come to an end including a Manchester Utd 

game. The time in Dallas has certainly been a 

massive learning curve and the entire group 

came back as better officials.  

DALLAS 2013 

ROB EVANS TALKS ABOUT HIS ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY AT THE DALLAS CUP 
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Rob Page aka the Whistleblower. Every 
month we have a new edition for the News-
letter. It is guaranteed to give you a laugh 
and show the light-hearted side to referees, 
and what is more….NOBODY is safe from his 
views! 
 
Whistleblower Gives It To You Straight! 

 
April 2013 
 

Well, as we fast approach the end of 

another season; congratulations go out, 

to all those who have received Cup Final 

appointments. Take it as a very im-

portant part of your refereeing CV and 

go out there determined to give your 

best. Many of your refereeing peers will 

take time out to come and see your per-

formance, as referee, assistant referee 

or 4th official – and nothing will escape 

their expert gaze! 

Our NRA Chairman, (The Miniature for 

Sport) Brendan Doherty has had to fore-

go his obligatory 4 finals – usually ap-

pointed by his “dad” – this season. This 

has opened up a raft of opportunities for 

other (better) referees. Quite a few of 

the old heads, who came through the 

ranks with my good mate Doc & I, have 

either retired or taken a step back; so it’s 

lovely to see our county in such good 

and young hands, when it comes to tak-

ing on Cup final appointments.  

I have kept an eye on who has been ap-

pointed to what, as I looked to choose 

the team of officials, to take on the Play 

off final, which I appoint for: The North-

ants Senior Youth League Play Off Final. 

This season has been very stop/start, 

with the snow, wind, rain, county cups, 

UCL fixtures etc. to contend with. But we 

seem to be coming out the other side 

and it has left me with some big deci-

sions to make. 

Our Young ref of the season, for last 

term - James Wetherall - again staked a 

claim to be amongst those chosen. He 

has had another excellent season on ‘La 

Liga’. 

Andy Johnson has covered some im-

portant fixtures for me and always per-

formed well. 

Matt Lake took on some fairly feisty 

affairs and dealt admirably with whatev-

er was thrown at him in match terms. 

The usual group of current and former 

Level 4’s & 3’s, have also done some 

match covering for me where necessary: 

Carl Henry, Paul Cooper, Gary Nowak, 

Doc, Paul (Peterborough)Tebbutt, Terry 

Whenham, Paul Martin, Ellis Clark & 

Andy Humphries – for which I am eter-

nally grateful. 

But I wanted to use some ‘new’ faces 

and look to those making their way up 

the refereeing levels, so ended up with a 

team that I am sure will grace the Co-

genhoe Utd FC facilities and do justice to 

their selection, on Thursday May 16th. 

Congratulations to: 

Referee: Chris Rath 

Assts: Liam Jackson & Tom Carr 

4th official: Darrell Horner. 

Finally, to all those who have covered 

games on the Senior Youth League this 

season, THANK YOU, I look forward to 

appointing you again next season. 

Pagey 

WHISTLEBLOWER MARATHON MAN 
One of our newest members is 
preparing hard for what will turn 
out to be an incredible attempt to 
run 11 marathons in 11 days for 
the Multiple Sclerosis Trust Chari-
ty. Andrew ‘Humpo’ Humphries 
will start his amazing attempt on 
July 24th in Cornwall, culminating 
in a finish line in Daventry 11 
days and nearly 300 miles later. 

Along the way his best friend 
Daniel Hughes, an MS sufferer, 
will also be attempting to com-
plete one marathon during the 
eleven days.  

Currently Humpo is in training for 
this brave attempt and I know he 
would appreciate your support, 
even if it is just a like on his face-
book page. There is  more info on 
the dedicated page to the run. It 
can be found at 
www.facebook.com/
manvsmiles11 

If you want to sponsor him then 
you can do so online at 

https://www.justgiving.com/
andyhumphries/ 

http://www.facebook.com/manvsmiles11
http://www.facebook.com/manvsmiles11
https://www.justgiving.com/andyhumphries/
https://www.justgiving.com/andyhumphries/


 

 

A DAY AT THE RACES 

We are holding another social event to Towcester Races on Friday 24th May for the annual evening meeting. We 
will be leaving Northampton around 4.45pm from the old Fish Market and returning around 11.00pm.  

The cost of this is £10 return but this is subject to 16 members attending. Last year we did have a few people let 
us down at the last minute, so this year we are asking for payment in advance. This guarantees your place. Should 

more than 16 wish to attend then we can get a bigger bus. Entry to the course is also £10, but is paid on gate. 

Can you please let me know if you're interested and then we can arrange payment etc. at the next meeting. 

It is often a sad thing when a member decides to leave the Associa-
tion or gives up refereeing in the county. On this occasion though, 
it is good news, as Rob Desmond leaves us for pastures new. 

As a youngster Rob made it to level 4 before taking a break from 
officiating due to university work. Rob will be taking another break 
now due to receiving good news. 

The Abington Vale whistler has been selected for RAF officer train-
ing and leaves on the 14th April for  RAF Cranwell in Lincolnshire. 
Although this will involve a break from refereeing in the short 
term, he will be registering with the RAF FA as a match official.  

Rob told us, ‘I’ve been selected for officer training. I’ve been 
waiting for this call for a while as the 11 that have been selected 
are the first to go through the college since early 2011. The initial 
training is split up into 3x10 week blocks so I hope to graduate in 
December 2013.’ Rob will then start flight training which can take 
between 3-5 years.  

Rob said that the skills in refereeing will be very useful in his new 
job. ‘They may sound like buzzwords but decision making, confi-
dence, communication, people management, fitness and team 
work are all vitally important in a pressurised environment.’  

Fitness is also a vital ingredient. Referees at level 4 and above are 
used to fitness tests but nothing like what is expected by the RAF.  
‘On initial officer training you do a timed 2.4km run which you 
must complete within 11mins 13 seconds. Then maximum effort 
push ups (with hands under shoulders) and sit ups (fingers not to 
leave temples) in a minute. The pass mark is 20 and 35 respective-
ly. There is also a biannual fitness test for all RAF personnel which 
is the bleep test (level 9.10 is the pass mark) and push ups and sit 
ups again!’ 

Hopefully Rob will still be available for the sporting fixtures we 
have planned for the summer! Rob leaves us with our best wishes 
for the future and hopefully he will keep us up to date with his 
progress. Good Luck Rob! 

ROB OFF TO PASTURES NEW 

7 to 6 

Stephen Biggs 

Sam Brough 

Andrew Corner  

Danny Johnston 

Lawrence Martin 

Andrew Tweedale 

Chris Sheppard 

Kieran Taylor 

 

6 to 5  

Richard Armitage 

Stuart Ashfield 

Craig Buettner 

Chris Brawn 

6 to 5 cont…                           

Craig Druce 

Stewart Francis 

Darrell Horner 

Mark Morton  

Martin Reed  

Piotr Roj 

Paul Speakman 

James Wetherall 

5 to 4 
Abdul Kadir 
 
4 to 3 
Gary Nowak 
Kevin Seckington 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Congratulations to all those referees who have received promo-

tions. They are as follows: 

Mon 13th May 

Mon 20th May 

Mon 27th or Weds 29th May 

Mon 3rd June 

Mon 10th June 

Mon 17th June 

Mon 24th June 

Mon 1st July 

Mon 8th July 

Mon 15th July (last date ) 

SIXFIELDS TRAINING 
PRE-SEASON TRAINING AT SIXFIELDS WILL BE HELD ON 

THE  FOLLOWING DATES. COST IS £3 PER SESSION  

6:30pm START 



 

 

 

Referee Registration on Line for Season 2013/14 by Tues. May 28th 2013 

You will be entered in to a draw for an A & H £50 

Voucher to be exchanged for Referees Kit                     

                    

Northamptonshire Football Association 

Register On Line for Season 2013/14 

Enables you to be entered in to a Draw for rewards  

If you are NOT a member 

Log on to member services and 
complete your Registration on Line. 
 

If you are already a member:- 

www.northamptonshirefa.com 

 
Click on headings – Member Services 
Click member login 
Type in your FAN No. & password and click 
submit. 
Click on “Register for the new season”  in 
RED. 
Follow on screen instructions 

www.northamptonshirefa.com Click on heading – members 

Click request access as a Referee – Type in your Fan No. (Your details are in the h’book 

Type in your Registration number from last year attached to this email & starts with KR 

Click Submit –  A password will be received from the F.A. to your email address. Once pass-

word received follow the instructions below. 

www.northamptonshirefa.com – click on heading – members 

Click Member Login – Type in your Fan No. & password & click submit. 

Click on Register for the new season & Follow the on screen instructions 

http://www.northamptonshirefa.com
http://www.northamptonshirefa.com
http://www.northamptonshirefa.com


 

 

 

HILLIER SENIOR CUP 

Corby Town v Daventry Town 

Tuesday 16th April – Northampton Town FC 

– 7.45pm 

Referee: Ian Rathbone 

Assistants: Daniel Hanna, Lukas Kowalewski 

4th official: Paul Evans 

 

THE LES UNDERWOOD JUNIOR CUP 

Cogenhoe United Reserves v Rushden & 

Higham United 

Monday 13th May - Northampton Town - 

7.30pm 

Referee: Kevin Seckington 

Assistants: Matthew Paul, Lawrence Roberts 

4th official: Gary Nowak 

 

LOWER JUNIOR CUP 

Northampton O.N.Chenecks Res 1 - 2 Bug-

brooke St.Michael Res 

 

AREA CUP 

Stanion Quantum Print Reserves v Corby 

Redstar Reserves 

Wednesday 24th April – Corby Town – 

7.30pm 

Referee: Gary Gurney 

Assistants: Steven Allsop, Stuart Ashfield 

4th official: Thomas Beeton 

 

SUNDAY CUP 

Northampton Monks Park WMC v Northamp-

ton Standens Barn 

Friday 10th May - Northampton Town - 

7.30pm 

Referee: Wayne Chalmers 

Assistants: Piotr Roj, Darrell Horner 

4th official: Robert Evans 

 

SUNDAY TROPHY 

Harpole v Wellingborough Saxons 

Wednesday 1st May – Northampton Spencer 

– 7.30pm 

Referee: Chris Rath 

Assistants: Simon Trusler. John Ryan 

4th official: Jason O’Farrell 

 

SUNDAY VASE 

Peterborough Fletton United v Kettering 

United 

Tuesday 30th April - Raunds - 7.30pm 

Referee: Abdul Kadir 

Assistants: Keiron Taylor, Keith Lawrence 

4th official: Paul Hursey 

 

SUNDAY SHIELD 

Northampton Melbourne Arms 5 -1 Welling-

borough Rafferty’s 

 

THE VETERAN’S CUP 

Northampton Queen Eleanor V Peterbor-

ough Itter Park 

Sunday 14th April – Irchester United – 

2.00pm 

Referee: Alan Swann 

Assistants: Peter Stewart, Nick Wheeler 

4th official: Peter Wilson 

 

THE VETERAN’S PLATE 

Corby Flamingo V Northampton Lee 

Transport 

Sunday 14th April – Irchester United – 

10.30am 

Referee: Garry Roche 

Assistants: Keith Denton, Fred Houghton 

4th official: Andy Bullimore 

 

U18 YOUTH CUP 

Wellingborough Grammarians 1 – 6 Brackley 

Town 

 

U18 DAVID JOYCE CUP 

TBA 

Referee: Chris Goode 

Assistants: James Wetherall, Craig Druce 

4th official: Paul Tebbutt 

 

YOUTH INVITATION U16 BOYS 

Corby Diamonds V Northampton Soccer Stars 

Sunday 28th April - Cogenhoe United - 

3.00pm 

Referee: Matthew Lake 

Assistants: Andrew Tweedale, Paul Desmond 

4th official: Daniel Manciocchi 

 

YOUTH INVITATION U14 BOYS 

Malbourne V Brackley Town 

Sunday 28th April - Cogenhoe United - 

12.00pm 

Referee: David Smith 

Assistants: Cory Abbott, Callum Sharp 

4th official: TBA 

 

YOUTH INVITATION U12 BOYS (11 v 11) 

Wellingborough Town V Corby Stewart & 

Lloyds 

Sunday 28th April - Cogenhoe United - 

10.00am 

Referee: Peter Ayling 

Assistants: Oliver Bones, Michael McDonald  

4th official: Michael Ward 

 

YOUTH INVITATION U12 BOYS (9 v 9) 

Northampton Grange Park V Hackleton Harri-

ers 

Sunday 19th May - Northampton Spencer - 

2.30pm 

Referee: Stephen Edwards 

Assistants: Tom Payne, Thomas Prescott 

4th official: George Simon  

 

THE WOMEN’S CUP 

Daventry Town v Peterborough Northern 

Star 

Sunday 12th May – Raunds FC – 3.00pm 

Referee: Bruce Stevens 

Assistants: Gary Bindley, Daniel Johnston 

4th official: James Campbell 

 

YOUTH INVITATION U16 GIRLS 

Moulton Magpies v Kettering Town 

Sunday 12th May – Raunds FC – 12.00pm 

Referee: Jasmine Priddis 

Assistants: Jade Reynolds, Luke Watson 

4th official: Tash Applegate  

 

 

YOUTH INVITATION U14 GIRLS 

Netherton United Diamonds v Corby Gems 

Sunday 12th May – Raunds FC – 10.00am 

Referee: Peter Harrison  

Assistants: Molly Hunt, Kira Abbott 

4th official: Michael Wright UPDATE 9/4/13 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE FOOTBALL 

ASSOCIATION 

CUP FINALS 2013 



 

 

On a snowy Sunday afternoon in 
March, 15 die hard NRA indoor arch-
ers, an overdressed MC and a hand-
ful of fans, crammed into the Pio-
neer Pub on Links View to participate 
in the inaugural NRA Darts Tourna-
ment. 
 
With a mixture of fine-tuned tung-
sten and a few dodgy darts shirts, 
the gladiators of the indoor arrows 
scene did commence their battle for 
NRA darting bragging rights, when 
MC Chris Knowles got proceedings 
underway at approximately 1:30pm. 
At about 8:00pm and some 14 epic 
matches later, it was left to Simon 
“The Pie Man” Adkins to slay Gavin 
“Too Cool For School” McFarlane, 
with another unerringly accurate 
final double, and lay claim to proba-
bly the most prestigious darts title 
outside of Alli Pally!!! Quite frankly 
this tournament provided the most 
excitement since the Romans fed the 
Christians to the Lions. 
 
It all started with the opening match 
between Graham “The Cheeseman” 
Kinnear taking on Dave “League One 
Midlands Club Supporter” Allen. The 
Cheeseman, so called because he 
likes cheese!!, was sporting a very 
smart designer darts shirt, however 
that could not hide the fact that 
even though he looked cool as a cu-
cumber on the outside, inside he 
was twitching more than a one leg-
ged ferret! Despite this he managed 
to despatch Allen 2-0 and claim a 
place in the last eight. 
 
Next up to the Okey was Paul 

“Change My Name” Tebbutt and 

Brendan “The Amoeba” Doherty.  

Doherty, looking as slick as mine-

strone soup, was under pressure ear-

ly, with Tebbutt registering a 140 

highest score and then a 110 check-

out to establish a lead. But just as 

the NRA Chairman was looking not 

just like an underdog, but more like 

an underpuppy! He rallied, and man-

aged to overhaul the man with the 

same name as his arch nemesis, 

demonstrating that he had more 

checkouts than Tesco’s! 

The third game saw a walkover, as 
Stuart “Boy Band Haircut” Burt failed 
to show for his matchup with Dave 
“Diddy” Lewis, thus giving Lewis a 
quarter-final berth without having to 
throw an arrow in anger. As they say 
at the DHSS, he got the full benefit 
from Burt going AWOL. 
 
The next game saw Rob “5 or a 1” 
Page v’s Wayne “I Practised Loads 
for This” Chalmers.  Both players 
were as about a predictable as a 
wasp on speed but ultimately 
Chalmers smoother throwing action 
proved too much for Pagey’s more 
agricultural approach, leaving the 
Villa man looking as happy as a scor-
pion who's just had a pedicure! 
 
Match 5 was a marathon, as Alan 
“Bullseye” Archer took on Gavin 
“Too Cool for School” McFarlane (he 
had the satchel to prove it!), in a 
match that was predicted by the 
bookies too be more one sided than 
an election in North Korea! However, 
despite the thought that it would be 
just like taking a sausage from a boy 
in a wheelchair, it proved to be one 
of the longest three leg darts match-
es in the history of the game (which 
is all the more remarkable, as it only 
lasted 2 legs!!), as both players, re-
quiring double one to win the first 
leg, proceeded to become as twitchy 
as a frog in a blender. McFarlane fi-
nally overcame his adversary, how-
ever, at times; it was like watching 
someone trying to throw 3 pickled 
onions into a thimble! 
 
In the 6th game Rob “5 bellies” 
Whitehouse took on the pre-
tournament favourite, in the rotund 

shape of Simon “The Pie Man” Ad-
kins, who may practice 12 hours a 
day, but he's still not shy of the burg-
er van. I don't know what Adkins had 
for breakfast but he knocked the 
Snap, Crackle and Pop right outta 
Whitehouse, to lay down a marker to 
his challengers. 
 
The 7th match was Darren “Two Me-
tres Tall” Brockwell v Darrell “Little 
Jack” Horner. Brockwell was imperi-
ous in the match leaving on onlooker 
to comment that “it was like trying 
to stop a water buffalo with a pea-
shooter!!” 
 
Dave “Trigger” Avent v Richard 

“one tank”Armstrong was the final 

contest of the round, with Arm-

strong looking a little like Phil “The 

Power” Taylor without the mous-

tache, a true adonis of darts, what 

poise, what elegance - a true roman 

gladiator with plenty of hair wax! 

Sadly he could not fulfil his early 

promise, as Avent turned up the 

Turbo Chargers and dished out the 

nearest thing to a public execution 

this side of Saudi Arabia!  

DARTS FROM ANOTHER PLANET! 



 

 

The quarter finals created an atmos-
phere so tense, that if Elvis had 
walked in, with a portion of 
chips...you could hear the vinegar 
sizzle on them! The players were un-
der so much duress, it was like du-
ressic park out there! But as giraffes 
say, you don't get no leaves, unless 
you stick your neck 
out! And so it proved as Kinnear, 
McFarlane, Adkins and Brockwell 
progressed to the semi-finals in style, 
leaving Avent, Doherty, Lewis and 
Chalmers looking about as happy as 
four penguins in a microwave. 
 
The two semi-finals saw some epic 
darts, with Adkins overcoming Kinne-
ar in the greatest comeback since 
Lazarus! Quite simply the lad played 
out of his pie crust. With Kinnear los-
ing the first leg The Cheeseman pro-
ceeded to take the next 3 in the best 
of 7 match. However, in a clash that 
made King Kong versus Godzilla look 
like a chimpanzee’s tea party! Adkins 
was not finished. Kinnear missed 
some crucial trebles, which was like 
giving Dracula the keys to the blood 
bank, as Adkins blitzed back, to level 
at 3-3. In the decider, Kinnear got 
down to 32 required with his next 
throw, and it looked certain he was 
booking his place in the final. But this 
game of darts was twisting like a 
rattlesnake with a hernia! And Adkins 
finished with a sparkling 3 dart 
checkout of 112 to leave The 
Cheeseman looking like Kevin Cost-
ner when told the final cost of Wa-
terworld! 
 
The other semi-final saw a similar 
ding dong affair, as first McFarlane, 
then Brockwell took the initiative in a 
match which saw both guys looking 
calm but inside they must have been 
as nervous as a vampire who knows 
there's a sale at the wooden stake 
shop in the morning. With McFarlane 
it is was like watching Popeye when 
he found his spinach, as he crashed 
his arrows into the board, but to be 
fair he finished the match more like 
Robin Hood playing in the Notting-
ham Premier League and booked his 

place in the final. 
 
The atmosphere was now a cross 
between the Munich Beer Festival 
and the Coliseum when the Chris-
tians were on the menu, as 
both finalists strode out like 
Alexander the Great con-
quering the 
Persians, prompting one 
spectator to acknowledge 
that “if these two lads were 
at the Battle of Hastings, the 
Normans would have 
packed up and gone home!” 
 
It was the sort of match up 
that if you were round your 
auntie's house, you would 
tell her to stop making the 
cookie's and come thru to 
the living room and watch these two 
amazing athletes beat the proverbial 
house out of each other! 
 
After asserting himself on his oppo-
nent early on in the contest, it looked 

like McFarlane’s power would be too 
much for even Adkins. However, 
once again The Pie Man - whose idea 
of exercise is sitting in a room with 
the windows open taking the lid off 
something cool and fizzy – remained 
cool as a prized marrow, against an 
opponent who was proving as diffi-
cult to pin down, as a kangaroo on a 
trampoline! With eyes bulging like 
the belly of a hungry chaffinch, and 
facing a deficit of three legs to one, 
Adkins proved that under that heart 
of stone beats muscles of pure flint, 
as he proceeded to get going like the 
Loch Ness Monster with a following 
wind! He crashed out the next 4 legs 

to take the title with some panache. 
Almost finishing with a 145 out shot, 
but instead having to settle for a 
double finish on his next visit and 
register a 17 dart leg! 

The champion was duly crowned, 
and with £100 raised in hard cash for 
the benevolent fund, it had proved 
to be a very successful afternoon/ 
evening. Thanks to all those who 
took part, including an immaculately 
dressed MC, Chris Knowles and the 
few die hard darts fans that saw the 
competition to its conclusion. Thanks 
must also go to the Pioneer Pub for 
putting up with us and providing a 
constant supply of food, Alan Archer 
for an absolutely divine chocolate 
cake and finally the late, great Sid 
Waddell, without whom this article 
would have been about 5 lines 
long!!! 

Winner Simon Adkins receives his winning cheque from NRA 

Brendan Doherty 

Runner-up Gavin McFarlane receives his prize 

Darts Legend Sid Waddell 



 

 NEXT MONTH WE PROFILE :    ????????????????????? 

 

 

REFEREE PROFILE 
  

Name Andy Johnson 

Referee Level 7 

When did you start 
refereeing and how 
did you get into it? 

2006. My son, Calum was playing for 
Cogenhoe U11s and his manager was 
Paul Durrant. Paul mentioned that 
the league was very short of refs and 
asked if I would consider taking the 
course. I haven’t looked back since. 

Where was your first 
game and who were 
the two teams? 

Harpole A v Harborough Spencer Res 

Which is the best 
ground you have offi-
ciated at? 

Nene Park 

What has been your 
most memorable ref-
ereeing moment? 

Winning the Northants Combination 
Level 7 award in 2009/10 

What has been your 
worst refereeing mo-
ment? 

Being assaulted during a match in 
2009 

Which person or peo-
ple have helped you 
the most in referee-
ing? 

Rodney Burt and Paul Durrant for 
giving me appointments when I was 
first starting out. Since then I have 
listened to and learnt from all of my 
colleagues’ experiences 

What are your future 
refereeing goals? 

To still be officiating whilst I have 
breath in my body. 

What would be the 
best advice you would 
give to new referees? 

Join your local RA 

If you could change 
one of the Laws of the 
Game, what would it 
be and why? 

I would remove the need for a player 
to leave the field of play following 
treatment. As it is quite often the case 
that the team that has been offended 
against that is penalised by this re-
quirement. 

Who is or was your 
sporting hero? 

Derek Randall 

Favourite sport (other 
than football)? 

Cricket 

Favourite food and 
drink? 

Roast Beef and Yorkshire Pudding/
Real Ale 

Favourite Film? Pulp Fiction 

Favourite Music/ 
Band? 

Bruce Springsteen and Jake Bugg 

Favourite Referee? Mark Halsey 

If you could be invisi-
ble for one day, what 
would you do? 

Amend the birth certificates of Messi, 
Ronaldo and Gareth Bale to show 
that they were English. Then England 
might win the World Cup again. 

Randall first came to note as a cover 
fielder, as one day cricket forced field-
ing standards upwards. His run out of 
Gordon Greenidge in the 1979 Cricket 
World Cup final highlighted this, and his 
partnership with David Gower was a 
feature of the successful England team of the immediate post-
Packer era. Known for his eccentric movement at the crease, 
Randall was a determined batsman, specialising in hooks, pulls, 
cuts and cover drives, the former being used most memorably 
against Dennis Lillee in the Centenary Test in Melbourne in 
1977 when he made 174, the highest Test score by any Notting-
hamshire batsman in the history of Test cricket.[1] 

After learning his cricket at Retford Cricket Club, Randall made 
his Nottinghamshire second XI debut in 1969, and his first-class 
debut against Essex at the end of May 1972, scoring 78 from 
number eight in the batting order with the next highest score 
being Garry Sobers' 32. He won plaudits for his talent in the 
covers, won his Nottinghamshire cap in 1973 and went on to 
score 28,456 runs in all first-class cricket. Randall batted for the 
successful Nottinghamshire team of the early 1980s, winning 
the County Championship. 

With his team needing eighteen to win from the final over of the 
1985 NatWest Trophy final, he hit sixteen from the first five 
balls, only to be caught in the outfield from the final delivery. 
He compiled fifty two hundreds in all, and made 209 and 146 in 
the same game against Middlesex in 1979, a feat unequalled at 
Trent Bridge.[1] He scored 1,000 runs in a season eight times, 
took 361 catches and 13 wickets at 31.00. His first-class bowl-
ing strike rate of 37 balls per wicket, compared well to Richard 
Hadlee's 45. He was popular with the crowds, who found his 
enthusiastic fielding and comic antics entertaining. He was fa-
mous for running, rather than walking, towards the batsman in 
the covers as the bowler delivered the ball and was responsible 
for many run outs. 

He retired from first-class cricket in 1993, but later turned out 
in Minor Counties cricket for Suffolk, playing in the NatWest 
Trophy at the age of 49, and in a match for 'Old Suffolk' in 2004. 

DEREK RANDALL 

NEXT RA MEETING 

THU  2nd May 2012 - 7:30pm 
Wootton Hall Police HQ                                         

Guest Speaker - Martin Atkinson 

Martin started his refereeing career at the relative-
ly early age of 16 years old, as his local team did 
not have a referee to oversee matches. By 1998, he 
had been promoted to the Football League's list of 
assistant referees. 
 
This was followed in 2000 by promotion to the Select Group of assistant refer-
ees. By December 2002 he was refereeing Football Conference matches, and 
also refereed the 2003 FA County Youth Cup final.  

At the start of the 2003–04 season, Martin joined the national list of referees.  

Only two years after his Conference debut, Martin was appointed to referee his 
first Premier League game, taking charge of the Manchester City v Birmingham 
City fixture on 20 April 2005. 

In 2006 Martin was appointed to the list of FIFA referees. 
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The Referees' Association is an organised group of people involved with Refereeing which is run 

by Referees for the benefit of Referees and is administered from our head Office in Coventry.  

We are organised into 306 local societies in 3 Countries and most of our 13,500 members only experience their local 

society but are safe in the knowledge that we all have the support of our County and National structures.  

Men and women take up refereeing for a number of reasons, some are frustrated footballers while others have come to 

the end of their playing careers and have decided to put something back into the game.  

 

Some start their refereeing at school, whilst others begin a career with the whistle later in life. A very small number of 

us will go to the very top and reach the FA Premier League or International level either as a Referee or as an Assistant 

Referee, most will be active on the local parks or somewhere in between.  

Everyone within the football community whether players, administrators, supporters or Referees all have the same 

objective, that is to participate in and to maximise their enjoyment from the game which we all love.  

It would be fair to say that we referee because we enjoy it. All referees, however, are professional in that we receive a fee for our service and it is only 

right therefore that we show a professional attitude. 

There are several benefits of membership of The Referees' Association. We provide a low cost Insurance Policy, Supplies, Various training and infor-

mation publications, a Benevolent Fund for those of our members who are in need and most importantly, through our network of local societies we 

encourage discussion on the game not only amongst members, but also with various footballing bodies 

 

Insurance 

We operate an extremely low cost Personal Accident Insurance scheme for members which provides insurance cover whilst travelling directly to and 

from a game and during a game, whilst on recognised referees' Society business and also for the theft of refereeing equipment to the value of £200. The 

weekly benefits provided are at the rate of £100 per week if a referee is injured as a result of an accident. The insurance policy only covers UK resident 

members of The Association whilst refereeing in the UK.  

 

Products and Publications 

We stock an extensive range of good quality kit and accessories at competitive prices. Further details of these products and services are given on the RA 

shop pages which are devoted specifically to those items.  

Benevolent Fund 

We hope that our members never need assistance from the Benevolent Fund but, sadly, some of our members do fall on hard times and are in need. 

Whatever the reason for this need the Benevolent Fund is there to assist all of our members.  

 

Local Societies 

Local societies operate like a self-help group where referees meet together to discuss different aspects of the game, we learn from and with each other 

to improve our refereeing skills. Continual in house training on the interpretation and implementation of law helps to improve match day performanc-

es. By discussing Refereeing issues with colleagues from different levels of the game, we are able learn from the experiences of others and to implement 

methods of best practice which will improve our match day performance and increase our enjoyment from the game. Most local societies have a Repre-

sentative on the local league or competition to ensure that problems can be quickly discussed and resolved. 

County Association 

Local societies within a County FA area combine together to form a County Association, which enables them to discuss matters of common interest. 

Most County Associations have a representative on either the Referees' committee or the Board or Council of their parent County Football Association 

National Association 

The 3 National Associations maintain a very close working relationship with their parent National FA and discuss matters with their National FA on 

behalf of members to resolve problems. 

As a referee, you will benefit from the skills, protection, peace of mind, training, insurance and above all the camaraderie that membership of the Refer-

ees' Association will give, we believe that everyone involved in Refereeing should be a member. 

 

PhysioCare 

PhysioCare provides you with fast access to private physiotherapy treatment for an injury without having to go to a GP or an NHS hospital for a referral. 

If you injure yourself whilst refereeing or training then you will be able to access fast, professional, private physiotherapy treatment in accordance with 

the PhysioCare agreement. 

 

Take advantage of our expertise, experience and guidance. We are sure that you will benefit and that reaping the rewards of membership will assist you 

in promoting your career as a referee. 

http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/dmxreadyv2/applications/assets/pdf/The%20RA%20-%20Policy%20Summary%202011%20-%20New%20Logo.pdf
http://www.rashop.co.uk
http://www.rashop.co.uk
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/


 

 

The Northampton Referees’ Association 

Membership Registration Form 

Membership year 1st April 2013 – 31st March 2014 
       

 

 

Guidance Notes: 

Please complete and submit this form ensuring you have included the following; 

a) Completed Registration Form giving details as requested. 

b) Cheque or Postal Order payable to “The Northampton Referees’ Association” 

c) Please post completed forms to the address detailed below. 

 

Northampton Referee’s Association 

Interim Honorary Secretary: Wayne Chalmers 

7 Stowe Walk, Parklands, Northampton, NN3 6EE 

E-mail:  wayne_chalmers@hotmail.com 

Society: Northampton DOB: Date:  

Name:   
 Daytime telephone 

number 
 

Address:   

 

 

 

Email Address: 
 

Type of Remittance 
Fee per 

Member 
Amount 

Full Membership Fee (Inc. RA Insurance) 

 
£28.00  

Non-Active Membership Fee £21.00  

Student Membership Fee (Inc. RA Insurance) £12.00  

Optional PhysioCare  SILVER £25.00  

Optional PhysioCare  GOLD £35.00  

Donation to the Benevolent Fund   

Other (please specify)   

 Total   

mailto:wayne_chalmers@hotmail.com
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/dmxreadyv2/applications/assets/pdf/The%20RA%20-%20Policy%20Summary%202011%20-%20New%20Logo.pdf
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx


 

 

 

207 Wellingborough Road, Northampton, 

NN1 4ED. Tel/Fax 01604 622700 

www.johnhenrysports.co.uk 

10% off in shop on all Non 

Sale Items for Northampton 

RA Members 

10% 

OFF 

FIND US ON            FOLLOW  US  ON 

FACEBOOK   TWITTER 

 

www.kbsportstherapy.com                           

email: kim@kbsportstherapy.com 

20% off for Northampton RA 

Membership Card holders 

TheFA.com REFEREEING 

DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE COVERED IN THE NEWS-

LETTER OR HAVE AN ARTICLE YOU WOULD LIKE PUBLISHED? IF YOU DO, 

PLEASE EMAIL US AT newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

Click on the NFA Logo to be transported to the referee 
section of the NFA website, for all of the latest County FA 
news and information. 
 
Contact: 
Peter Nicholson 
Referee Development Officer 
01604 678401 

NORTHAMPTON RA CONTACTS                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Chairman:  Brendan Doherty  chairman@northamptonreferees.org.uk Treasurer:  Abdul Kadir  treasurer@northamptonreferees.org.uk           

Secretary:  Wayne Chalmers  secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk Newsletter:  Graham Kinnear  newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

General Queries:  support@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

CAPTION COMPETITION 

YOU ARE THE UCL PREM REF!! 

Every month we put you in the pressurised position of a UCL  Premier 

Division referee and ask, “What would you do?” 

After awarding a penalty to St Ives in their clash with Long Buckby, 

you look on in amazement as the resultant penalty, is blocked by a 

dog entering the field of play. The ball was 

definitely going to enter the goal as the 

goalkeeper had dived the wrong way but 

had not crossed the line. What action do 

you take? 

Last Months Answer : You award a free 

kick as the point of the offence is where 

the player who is offended against is positioned. 

REFEREES 

        YOUR RA NEEDS 

 

CLICK THE IMAGE TO DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION 

DEAR REF! 
Got a problem with your refereeing, or do you have a refereeing issue 

that you need urgently resolving. Perhaps you just need some clarifi-

cation on a point of Law. Well have no fear, Agony 

Ref is here! 

Just send in your refereeing problems to us at 

support@northamptonreferees.org.uk and we 

will attempt to provide a solution to your refer-

eeing woes with total anonymity. 
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mailto:support@northamptonreferees.org.uk
http://northamptonrefereesassociation.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/member-form1.pdf
mailto:support@northamptonreferees.org.uk

