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Management and proactive skills are valua-
ble assets for today’s referees at all levels. 
Poor management can cause problems 
which may escalate and threaten your 
match control if not addressed swiftly. Cer-
tain situations can be managed effectively 
with good communication and a proactive 
approach. The “ceremonial” free kick, cor-
ner and penalty kicks are all areas where 
you can save yourself problems by taking 
control at an early stage. 
 
At a “ceremonial” free kick, you should 
think ball, wall and whistle. Firstly, you 
must ensure that you control the BALL. 
Stand over it if you need to, and ensure that 
the attacking players are informed that the 
kick will be taken on the whistle and only 
on the whistle, regardless of any attempt to 
try and ask for a “quick one”. 

Once you have positioned the ball and your 
active assistant is watching it to ensure it is 
not moved, you can then pace out (walking 
forwards and not backwards) the 9.15m 
distance of the defensive WALL. Ensure 
that you always walk to the outer edge of 
the wall position rather than to the inside, 
as the latter will see you walk into the mid-
dle of a crowd of players and greatly reduce 
your peripheral vision. It is also advisable 
never to set the wall right on the edge of 
the penalty area. Either position it one yard 
inside or one yard outside in these instanc-
es, being sure to inform the players that 
they are either inside or outside. 
When the wall are back the required dis-
tance, walk in front of it and ensure you tell 
the players not to encroach, and to keep 
their arms down. Retreat backwards to 
your viewing position, and when you are 
ready, and only when you are ready, blow 

the WHISTLE to signal that the kick may be 
taken. 
 
Holding and blocking in the penalty area 
before and during corners is an ever in-
creasingly more common sight in today’s 
game. You must take precautions in these 
situations and try to ensure that you tackle 
any potential problems before the kick is 
taken, in order to prevent something occur-
ring while the ball is in play. Give an early 
verbal warning to all players prior to the 
kick, this ensures that they are aware you 
are there. If misconduct then occurs there 
can be no surprise to anyone when you 
detect an offence and act on it. 

Sometimes it may be necessary to pull out 
two opposing players from the crowd, prior 
to the kick being taken, in order to adminis-
ter a very public warning. Again this will 
help you to sell any decision you may have 
to make when the ball is in play. 
 
Penalty kicks again provide an opportunity 
to ensure that you reinforce your match 
control. Think Ball, Goalkeeper, Players, 
Whistle. Firstly, identify the penalty taker 
and ensure the BALL is placed on the pen-
alty mark. Do not allow opposition players 
to try and question the balls positioning, 
and ensure that if the penalty mark is in 
very poor condition, that you allow the 
placement of the ball slightly to either side 
or behind it, but never in front. 
Once the ball is placed the next task is to 
ensure the GOALKEEPER retreats to his/ 
her goal line without undue delay. It is at 
this point when keepers can attempt to 
delay the kick and play mind games with 
the taker. Tell the goalkeeper firmly that 

he/ she must remain on the goal line until 
the ball is kicked. 
The PLAYERS around the edge of the pen-
alty area can then be reminded that they 
must not encroach before the ball is kicked. 
Again, if all the above is clearly seen and 
heard, there can be no surprise if you have 
to award a retake. 
Finally, when you are happy with every-
thing, the WHISTLE can be blown to signal 
the kick may be taken. 

Northampton RA are looking to organise a 

Golf Day at the end of the current season 

(May 14), open to all NFA registered referees. 

Teams of 4 will play Stableford rules, with 

the best 2 scores counting on each hole. The 

maximum handicap allowance will be 24. 

There will also be the usual nearest the pin/ 

longest drive competitions on the day. 

If you are interested in playing, please email 

me at news-

letter@northamptonreferees.org.uk  so I can 

get a feel for the potential numbers, which 

will allow me to tailor the event to suit. I 

estimate the maximum cost per golfer will be 

£30. All monies raised from the day, will be 

donated to the NRA 

funds. Happy New Year, 

GK. 

RA GOLF DAY 

PROACTIVE REFEREEING 
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Rob Page aka the Whistleblower. Every 
month we have a new edition for the News-
letter. It is guaranteed to give you a laugh 
and show the light-hearted side to referees, 
and what is more….NOBODY is safe from his 
views! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whistleblower Gives It To You Straight! 
 
December 2013 
 
WHISTLEBLOWER – Christmas edition 

2013 

Well, the festive season is amongst us once 

again. I for one will be more wary this time 

around, compared to last year. Imagine it: 

Christmas Eve, we’re down the pub having 

fun with some of the locals, when someone 

calls out, “Oi! Rob! There’s a big fat fella on 

your roof, carrying a giant sack full of 

goodies” Yeah, I thought, Santa Claus is 

visiting. 

Then, when we returned home, we found a 

number of electrical items missing, as well 

as the booze levels considerably lower. 

After calling the law, I looked outside and 

could clearly see, by the light of the nearby 

streetlight, some hefty footprints on the 

roof and some noticeable sagging in the 

roof. 

Unfortunately, the police never did recover 

the goods we lost - but one week later, I 

noticed Slim Campbell’s overall rating on 

eBay had rocketed to 98%. Coincidence? J I 

saw him at my game in Corby, last Satur-

day and asked him if he knew anything 

about it but he just mumbled something 

about having a cup game, which kicked off 

in 15 minutes, he couldn’t stay and shot 

off. Remarkably quickly too, for a bloke 

who normally measures his time for the 

100mtrs in calendar months. 

As I write this edition, I have just received 

an email from Tom Cooke, who left these 

shores for the good old USofA a few years 

back, to take a degree in “Exercise Sci-

ence”. Now with a BSc tucked into his suit-

case, he is returning to Blighty - where, no 

doubt, he will be looking for gainful em-

ployment. So, if anyone out there knows of 

someone looking to take on a part-time 

goalkeeper, who can map out an exercise 

programme while heating a test tube over 

a Bunsen burner, please let him know. He 

has had previous work experience, so if 

you go for a sports therapist and the bloke 

says; “Do you want fries with that?” – it’s 

probably Cookey. 

Getting back to refereeing issues; I expect 

it will be an action packed festive period 

for most of you, as the UCL offer the usual 

glut of Christmas & New Year fixtures, for 

the local fans to view. Personally, I have 

taken the opportunity to rest up my right 

ankle until the New Year. Having picked up 

some ligament damage 3 seasons ago, I’ve 

finally taken the doctor’s advice and taken 

a prolonged break. True to form, when I 

told some of my refereeing “Colleagues”, 

they reckoned I should take about 30 years 

off and give the teams a chance. It’s these 

funny little things that will help us all, to 

get through those games on a wet, blustery 

weekend in January. 

Talking of “Funny little things” – apparent-

ly, I forgot to take the mickey out of our 

illustrious Chairman; Brendan Seamus 

O’Flaughty McNicol Padraigh Tobesure 

Doherty (b.1963 in Northampton) in the 

last Whistleblower. Prior to his annual 

month-long-binge down the Welly Road, in 

aid of the “Pickle my Liver” campaign for 

aging referees & linesmen, he has in-

formed me that he intends to hibernate 

from Jan – March “as a tax dodge”. Obvi-

ously his small persons pay-out - or Child 

Allowance as we know it - from the Gov-

ernment is not enough. If all else fails, I’m 

sure he could make a few bob, working for 

the English Rugby team. They enjoy a bit of 

Dwarf throwing, I hear. 

The referees Xmas grub-fest is at Red Hot, 

Sixfields on Saturday 14th Dec, at 9pm and 

follows drinks at a local hostelry. In past 

years this has always been a good laugh 

and a golden opportunity to rip the p*** 

out of your fellow refs. Warning: Snakey 

tends to pile his plate high, with a combi-

nation of Chilli, Curry, tortillas, nachos, 

chips, crispy duck, pizza, garlic bread, pop-

padum, naan bread, pancakes and baked 

beans. Then, for dessert he has the same – 

but with cream. So don’t sit next to him, 

especially about 2 hours after he’s eaten. 

And; as Christmas Carols are sung 

throughout the streets of Northampton-

shire, the mince pies and cream sales rock-

et and we all spend far too much, on pre-

sents that will be at the next car boot 

sale….again, I wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas. 

Finally, to any ladies who may be reading 

this: if a fat, cheery, slightly inebriated man 

gives you a peck on the cheek, asks you to 

sit on his knee & promises to give you a 

present if you’re a good girl – just tell Rich-

ard Armstrong to go home and sleep it off. 

 

Have a great New Year! 

Whistleblower 

Dec 2013 

   

Pagey 

 

WHISTLEBLOWER 

Red Hot On Fire! Snakey eating too much chilli?? 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us at WOOTTON HALL on THURSDAY 9TH 

JANUARY 2014 (7.30pm) for the ultimate in 

sports quizzes! 

With your quizmasters Wayne Chalmers and Brendan Doherty 

 

£5 per player (including buffet) – Teams allocat-

ed on arrival! 

More details on www.northamptonreferees.org.uk 

 

See you there! 

http://www.northamptonreferees.org.uk


 

 

By Phoebe Horner 

 

Do you have to be stronger as a 
female referee than you do as a 
male? 

It’s an interesting combination, be-
ing both female and a referee. I’d 
say being female is quite interesting 
in itself, but when you put it together 
with refereeing; boy can it create 
some fascinating results. 

I predominantly referee in male 
youth football and I thoroughly enjoy 
it, but I have to go into each game 
expecting those under-the-breath 
comments and looks of dread as the 
participants realise my gender. Eve-
ry referee - male or female– can 
expect to receive ice cold glares, 
sarcastic comments and the all too 
familiar “Is that really our ref?” face 
as you walk towards the field of 
play. (I understand some of you will 
not be familiar with that last point, 
as I’m am sure players jump for joy 
at the sight of you…)  

However what occurred last Sunday 
afternoon was the last thing I ex-
pected as I walked towards my Un-
der 14’s boy’s league game: Both 
teams turned towards me, looked 
me up and down and somebody 
wolf-whistled. Wolf-whistled!!! In-
stinctively, I turned to see if Brendan 
Doherty was there because I obvi-
ously assumed it was aimed at him, 
but lo and behold I was the only 
person there. 

Now I could say I was pleased, 
flicked my hair back from my face 

and continued walking with more 
swagger than usual but I would be 
lying. I stopped and turned. I was 
definitely the only person there. 
Who on earth just WOLF- WHIS-
TLED at me at an Under 14’s 
league game?! 

I carried on walking forward and 
greeted the players and coaches as 
normal and everything was fine, but 
I kept wondering about that wolf-
whistle. Of course it was a joke; no-
one likes to even speak to referees 
let alone wolf-whistle at them, which 
is when I realised: they think that 
they can unsettle me. To be honest, 
I’m quite used to that; I’ve had what 
I’m sure all females have had in 
their refereeing career but it did 
make me wonder- why is there such 
a stigma attached to female refer-
ees?  

The growth of female referees in 
recent years has been good to see 
(not that we’ve all gained weight 
and become abnormally tall but that 
the number of female referees has 
increased), which is a positive step 
forward. However, I still can’t help 
wondering whether there is a slight 
inequality; Do female referees have 
to be more assertive and stronger 
than male referees? Do we have to 
prove ourselves more than men do? 

Now now, let’s not misinterpret this 
for a rant about gender inequalities, 
I would personally argue that no 
matter what gender you are, refer-
eeing can be a struggle and female 
referees have no more technical 
difficulties than men, but I do ques-
tion whether players and coaches 
take this view. Do I walk on to the 
field of play and provoke the reac-
tion “I wonder how good this referee 

will be” more than I would if I were 
male? 

I first wondered this at the beginning 
of my refereeing career. I used to 
have quite short hair, and was 
aware of the fact that in my refer-
ee’s kit, it may not always be obvi-
ous that I’m female (always good for 
self esteem!). On occasion, I would 
arrive at a game and the players 
would throw very confused glances 
in my direction- “Is that… a man… 
or a woman…?” I did have one play-
er ask me once and it later made 
me think about what effect my an-
swer would have. If I had said I was 
male, of course they would think I 
was a fairly effeminate male but 
would that have made refereeing 
that game any easier, or changed 
the players’ attitude towards me? 
Did they in fact hassle me less be-
cause I was female than they would 
if they believed me to be male? 

I don’t know the answer to these 
questions, but thinking about them 
has changed the way I approach 
games. I have realised that after the 
first 10 minutes of play, my referee-
ing experiences follow very similar 
patterns to those of male referees 
and that there is seemingly no dif-
ferential treatment, but I do believe 
that first impressions contribute a lot 
to this. 

I make sure I present a strong im-
age when I greet the coaches and 
speak to the assistant referees and 
captains; I think that this has a posi-
tive effect on them, as I hope that 
they see I am as strong as a male 
referee would be. The question here 
is, do I have to make a special effort 
to achieve this, chiefly for being fe-
male or must all referees make this 
effort anyway, regardless of gen-
der? I suppose it’s a question un-
likely to be answered in the near 
future, but I would hope it is a ques-
tion that helps to boost referees’ 
performances; it shows that first 
impressions do count and that you 
must remain professional and as-
sertive, regardless of your gender, 
your age or whether you have been 
wolf-whistled or not. 

WOMEN, REFEREEING & WOLF-WHISTLES 

Phoebe Horner 

Sian Massey—Premiership Assistant 
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Sharp Shooter John Clark Fires Some 

Local Trivia At You! 
My first United Counties League Appointment was at Wothorpe Road, 
Stamford, on Saturday 14th December, 1974. The Daniels were at 
home Spalding United in a top-of-the-table Premier Division fixture. 
 
I was asked to run the line on the morning of the match as the origi-
nally appointed linesman was ill. The referee was a 27 year old gentle-
man from Wollaston named Brain Hill. It was a cracking game which 
Spalding won 3-1 and the Tulips went on to win the title with Stam-
ford finishing the season in fourth place. 
 
Brian Hill went to the very top of the refereeing ladder and I remem-
ber my father remarking about his outstanding performance in front 
of a very hostile South Lincolnshire crowd on that December Saturday 
afternoon in 1974. In fact one elderly female Stamford supporter tried 
to attack Brian as he left the field of play at the end of the game. I often 
wonder if that lady was still alive when Brian reached the pinnacle of 

his career by refereeing the FA Cup Final on Saturday 14th May 1988, 
when Wimbledon beat Liverpool 1-0. 
 
Exactly 39 years after my UCL debut, Spalding United happened to be 
involved in another Premier Division top-of-the-table clash when they 
entertained AFC Rushden and Diamonds on Saturday 14th December 
2013. That game was also refereed by a Northamptonshire official, 
with Daventry’s Andy Humphries in charge. In order for Andy’s career 
path to take the same timescale as Brian Hill to reach the top, he 
would need to referee the FA Cup Final in 2027. However I would 
prefer Andy to wait until 2028 before he takes control of English Foot-
ball’s showpiece occasion. The reason why I say this is because North-
amptonshire would then have provided the FA Cup Final Referee in a 
40 year cycle, 1948 (Jack Barrick), 1988 (Brian Hill) and 2028. 
 
Even I am not old enough to have officiated with the 1948 FA Cup 
Final Referee, Northampton’s Jack Barrick. However I do have a family 
connection with him. When the Northants League changed its name to 
the United Counties League in 1934, Mr Barrick was on the Referees’ 
list. He regularly officiated at the Waterworks Field (now known as 
the S6 Stadium), the home of Desborough Town. Nearly all referees 
travelled by public transport in those days and Mr Barrick got the bus 
from Northampton to Kettering and then on to Desborough. There 
was no post-match hospitality, so my Grandfather used to invite Mr 
Barrick to his house for tea while the referee waited for his bus to 
arrive to take him home. At that time my Grandfather was Des-
borough’s trainer (his title now would be physiotherapist) and he was 
delighted when Jack Barrick went on to referee the 1948 FA Cup Final, 
which saw Manchester United beat Blackpool 4-2. 
 
My Grandfather felt honoured that he could regard Jack Barrick as a 
good friend. Likewise I am pleased to have formed lifelong friendships 
with many outstanding football referees, starting off with Brian Hill in 
my first ever UCL game. There are so many people who we would not 
have met if we had not become members of this wonderful refereeing 
community. 
 
Incidentally, returning to the Daniels v The Tulips game on Saturday 

14th December 1974, amongst the crowd that day was a Stamford 

public schoolboy named Jeremy Biggs. Nearly 40 years later, Mr Biggs 

is still going strong as a member of the United Counties League’s 

Board of Directors. He is responsible for all player registrations, the 

production of the UCL Newsletter and Media Liaison. Mr Biggs is the 

League’s human google!  

 John Clark 

A Christmas message from the Chairman  

First of all can I take this opportunity to thank everyone who has helped and contributed to a good year for the Northampton 
Referees Association. The amount of people turning up for meetings has again been good and I hope you have all enjoyed the 
guest speakers we have had and will continue to strive to get. 

As most of you know we have the Sports Quiz in January, this time on the second week of the month, Thursday 9th and this is 
normally a very keenly fought out affair so looking forward to seeing you on the night. 

As always, If you have anything which you think will help us improve our meetings and/or the RA in general then please feel 
free to advise us. I am hoping it will be a great second part to the season as we have some fantastic speakers lined up for the 
remainder of the campaign.  

I hope your season is going well as the half season marks are out for the level 4 officials and Northants as a county is perform-
ing very well so keep up the good work.  

I will finish this article off by wishing you and your families a very happy and healthy Christmas and prosperous New Year for 
2014. 

Yours in sport, 

Brendan Doherty. Northampton RA Chairman  
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REFEREE PROFILE 
  

Name Graham Kinnear 

Referee Level Level 3 

When did you start refer-
eeing and how did you get 
into it? 

Started in 2003. Mears Ashby were not 
always allocated referees for Sunday 
games, so I qualified to fill in when re-
quired. 

Where was your first 
game and who were the 
two teams? 

20.09.03 AFC Sovereigns Res v  West Had-
don Reserves 
  

Which is the best ground 
you have officiated at? 

MK Dons Stadium 

What has been your most 
memorable refereeing 
moment? 

Refereeing the top of the table UCL clash 
between St Neots & Kings Lynn in front of  
1500 supporters. 

What has been your 
worst refereeing mo-
ment? 

Forgetting my contact lenses for a UCL 
game at Ford Sports and having to run the 
line in my glasses!! Took loads of stick that 
day. 

Which person or people 
have helped you the most 
in refereeing? 

Anyone who has run the line for me and 
Phil Joslin. 

What are your future ref-
ereeing goals? 

It has to be to make the Football League as 
an Assistant. Only one step away, but it is 
a big step. 

What would be the best 
advice you would give to 
new referees? 

Be strong and confident but not arrogant. 
Talk to players and project strong body 
language and confidence, even if your 
head is spinning!! 

If you could change one of 
the Laws of the Game, 
what would it be and 
why? 

Remove the requirement to dismiss a 
player for DOGSO when a penalty kick is 
conceded by the challenge in question. A 
penalty is surely an obvious goalscoring 
opportunity, therefore one hasn’t techni-
cally been denied surely? 

Who is or was your sport-
ing hero? 

Ian Botham was, and Frontier Vic is, my 
current sporting hero 

Favourite sport (other 
than football)? 

Cricket & National Hunt Racing are Joint 
Favourites 

Favourite food and drink? Italian food and Amarone wine 

Favourite Film? Dumb & Dumber 

Favourite Music/ Band? Rock music. ACDC, Queen and Kid Rock 

Favourite Referee? Ian Rathbone. Never a dull moment when 
you are out with Ratty. A very good chef 
too. 

If you could be invisible 
for one day, what would 
you do? 

Spend the day lounging on the players 
balcony at an Ashes Test at Lords, ensur-
ing I took time to spike the Aussie’s tea 
with laxative at lunch!! Would make for a 
great afternoon session!! 

SUNDAY FOOTBALL REQUIRES REFEREES 

Both the Northamptonshire Sunday Combination & the North-

amptonshire Sunday Conference require referees to cover their 

league matches. Anyone interested in receiving appointments 

should make contact with the following Referees’ Appointments 

Officers 

SUNDAY COMBINATION: Rodney Burt       

01604 841990 or 07917 519454 

SUNDAY CONFERENCE: Richard Wilson      

01604 454262 or 07941 322403  

Following some recent queries with County Cup rules I 

would like to remind you of the National Pilot Project for 

the number of substitutions as detailed below: 

Cup Rule 11(f)  
SUBSTITUTIONS. A club, may at its discretion, use three 
substitute players at any time in a match. Substitution can 
only be made when play has stopped for any reason and 
the Referee has given permission. A maximum of five 
substitutes may be nominated and they must be advised 
to the Referee before the commencement of the match. 
 
For Youth Football – teams in the under 16 age group and 
below, a player who has been 
substituted himself becomes a substitute and may replace 
another player at any time subject to the substitution 
being carried out in accordance with Law 3 of the Laws of 
Association Football.  A club may at its discretion and in 
accordance with the Laws of the Game use 5 substitute 
players in any match in this competition. 
 
For Veteran Football - a player who has been substituted 
himself becomes a substitute and may replace another 
player at any time subject to the substitution being car-
ried out in accordance with Law 3 of the Laws of Associa-
tion Football.  A club may at its discretion and in accord-
ance with the Laws of the Game use 5 substitute players 
in any match in this competition. 
 
National Pilot Project for the modification to the number 
of substitutions allowed. 
For the Lower Junior Cup, Area Cup, Sunday Cup, Sunday 
Trophy, Sunday Vase, Sunday Shield, Women's, U18 Da-
vid Joyce Cup and the U18 Youth Cup the following rule 
will apply: 
A club may at its discretion and in accordance with the 
Laws of the Game use 5 substitute players in any match 
who may be selected from 5 players.  A player who has 
been substituted himself becomes a substitute and may 
replace a player at any time subject to the substitution 
being carried out in accordance with law 3 of the Laws of 
Association Football. 
 

If you have been appointed to a County Cup match then 

please ensure both teams and yourself are aware of the 

this rule before starting the match. 

COUNTY CUP RULES 



 

 

 

 

 

Ian Rathbone is one of Northamptonshire’s top officials, cur-

rently refereeing on the Contributory Leagues and acting as 

an Assistant on the Football League. 

Ian is renowned for his high levels of fitness and his remarka-

ble attention to detail when it comes to pre-match prepara-

tion. It therefore comes as no surprise that Ian places a 

healthy diet high on his list of priorities. 

“One of the most important elements of your pre-match, is 

to ensure you put the right fuel into your body 3-4 hours 

before the match. Therefore each month I will be taking 

the time to produce a recipe, that will ensure your energy 

levels can match mine, for peak performance” 

RATHBONE’S REFEREE RECIPE 

 

 

 

 

This homely and wholesome cake is also light and moist, with the natural sweetness of sticky bananas  

and the warm toastiness of nuts. It is the perfect pre or post match tonic to your refereeing day. 

 

Nutritional Information per serving: 399 kcal; Carbohydrate 53%; Protein 8%; Fat 39% 

 

SERVES 8 

100g softened butter, plus a little extra for greasing 
140g caster sugar 
1 beaten egg 
225g plain flour 
2 tsp baking powder 
4 very ripe bananas 
85g chopped walnuts 
50ml milk 
 
Method 
Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Grease a 2lb loaf tin with some butter and line the base with 
baking parchment, then grease this as well. 
 
In a large bowl, mix together the butter, sugar and egg, then slowly mix in flour and baking pow-
der. Peel, then mash the bananas. Now mix everything together, including the nuts. 
 
Pour your mixture into the tin and bake for 1 hr, or until a skewer comes out clean. Allow the cake 
to cool on a wire rack before removing from the loaf tin. The loaf can now be wrapped tightly in 
cling film and kept for up to 2 days, or frozen for up to 1 month. 
 
Enjoy!! 

Banana & Walnut Loaf 



 

 

The Referees' Association is an organised group of people involved with Refereeing which is run 

by Referees for the benefit of Referees and is administered from our head Office in Coventry.  

We are organised into 306 local societies in 3 Countries and most of our 13,500 members only experience their local 

society but are safe in the knowledge that we all have the support of our County and National structures.  

Men and women take up refereeing for a number of reasons, some are frustrated footballers while others have come to 

the end of their playing careers and have decided to put something back into the game.  

 

Some start their refereeing at school, whilst others begin a career with the whistle later in life. A very small number of 

us will go to the very top and reach the FA Premier League or International level either as a Referee or as an Assistant 

Referee, most will be active on the local parks or somewhere in between.  

Everyone within the football community whether players, administrators, supporters or Referees all have the same 

objective, that is to participate in and to maximise their enjoyment from the game which we all love.  

It would be fair to say that we referee because we enjoy it. All referees, however, are professional in that we receive a fee for our service and it is only 

right therefore that we show a professional attitude. 

There are several benefits of membership of The Referees' Association. We provide a low cost Insurance Policy, Supplies, Various training and infor-

mation publications, a Benevolent Fund for those of our members who are in need and most importantly, through our network of local societies we 

encourage discussion on the game not only amongst members, but also with various footballing bodies 

 

Insurance 

We operate an extremely low cost Personal Accident Insurance scheme for members which provides insurance cover whilst travelling directly to and 

from a game and during a game, whilst on recognised referees' Society business and also for the theft of refereeing equipment to the value of £200. The 

weekly benefits provided are at the rate of £100 per week if a referee is injured as a result of an accident. The insurance policy only covers UK resident 

members of The Association whilst refereeing in the UK.  

 

Products and Publications 

We stock an extensive range of good quality kit and accessories at competitive prices. Further details of these products and services are given on the RA 

shop pages which are devoted specifically to those items.  

Benevolent Fund 

We hope that our members never need assistance from the Benevolent Fund but, sadly, some of our members do fall on hard times and are in need. 

Whatever the reason for this need the Benevolent Fund is there to assist all of our members.  

 

Local Societies 

Local societies operate like a self-help group where referees meet together to discuss different aspects of the game, we learn from and with each other 

to improve our refereeing skills. Continual in house training on the interpretation and implementation of law helps to improve match day performanc-

es. By discussing Refereeing issues with colleagues from different levels of the game, we are able learn from the experiences of others and to implement 

methods of best practice which will improve our match day performance and increase our enjoyment from the game. Most local societies have a Repre-

sentative on the local league or competition to ensure that problems can be quickly discussed and resolved. 

County Association 

Local societies within a County FA area combine together to form a County Association, which enables them to discuss matters of common interest. 

Most County Associations have a representative on either the Referees' committee or the Board or Council of their parent County Football Association 

National Association 

The 3 National Associations maintain a very close working relationship with their parent National FA and discuss matters with their National FA on 

behalf of members to resolve problems. 

As a referee, you will benefit from the skills, protection, peace of mind, training, insurance and above all the camaraderie that membership of the Refer-

ees' Association will give, we believe that everyone involved in Refereeing should be a member. 

 

PhysioCare 

PhysioCare provides you with fast access to private physiotherapy treatment for an injury without having to go to a GP or an NHS hospital for a referral. 

If you injure yourself whilst refereeing or training then you will be able to access fast, professional, private physiotherapy treatment in accordance with 

the PhysioCare agreement. 

 

Take advantage of our expertise, experience and guidance. We are sure that you will benefit and that reaping the rewards of membership will assist you 

in promoting your career as a referee. 

http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/dmxreadyv2/applications/assets/pdf/The%20RA%20-%20Policy%20Summary%202011%20-%20New%20Logo.pdf
http://www.rashop.co.uk
http://www.rashop.co.uk
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/


 

 

The Northampton Referees’ Association 

Membership Registration Form 

Membership year 1st April 2013 – 31st March 2014 
       

 

 

Guidance Notes: 

Please complete and submit this form ensuring you have included the following; 

a) Completed Registration Form giving details as requested. 

b) Cheque or Postal Order payable to “The Northampton Referees’ Association” 

c) Please post completed forms to the address detailed below. 

 

Northampton Referee’s Association 

Interim Honorary Secretary: Wayne Chalmers 

7 Stowe Walk, Parklands, Northampton, NN3 6EE 

E-mail:  wayne_chalmers@hotmail.com 

Society: Northampton DOB: Date:  

Name:   
 Daytime telephone 

number 
 

Address:   

 

 

 

Email Address: 
 

Type of Remittance 
Fee per 

Member 
Amount 

Full Membership Fee (Inc. RA Insurance) 

 
£28.00  

Non-Active Membership Fee £21.00  

Student Membership Fee (Inc. RA Insurance) £12.00  

Optional PhysioCare  SILVER £25.00  

Optional PhysioCare  GOLD £35.00  

Donation to the Benevolent Fund   

Other (please specify)   

 Total   

mailto:wayne_chalmers@hotmail.com
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/dmxreadyv2/applications/assets/pdf/The%20RA%20-%20Policy%20Summary%202011%20-%20New%20Logo.pdf
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx


 

 

FIND US ON            FOLLOW  US  ON 

FACEBOOK   TWITTER 

www.kbsportstherapy.com                           email: kim@kbsportstherapy.com 

10% off for Northampton RA Membership Card holders. 

30 Minute Sports massage for £12.50 (Members Only) 

DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE COVERED IN THE NEWS-

LETTER OR HAVE AN ARTICLE YOU WOULD LIKE PUBLISHED? IF YOU DO, 

PLEASE EMAIL US AT newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

Click on the NFA Logo to be transported to the referee 
section of the NFA website, for all of the latest County FA 
news and information. 
 
Contact: 
Peter Nicholson 
Referee Development Officer 
01604 678401 

NORTHAMPTON RA CONTACTS                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Chairman:  Brendan Doherty  chairman@northamptonreferees.org.uk Treasurer:  Abdul Kadir  treasurer@northamptonreferees.org.uk           

Secretary:  Wayne Chalmers  secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk Newsletter:  Graham Kinnear  newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

General Queries:  support@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

CAPTION COMPETITION 

DEAR REF! 
Got a problem with your refereeing, or do you have a refereeing issue 

that you need urgently resolving. Perhaps you just need some clarifi-

cation on a point of Law. Well have no fear, Agony 

Ref is here! 

Just send in your refereeing problems to us at 

support@northamptonreferees.org.uk and we 

will attempt to provide a solution to your refer-

eeing woes with total anonymity. 

 REFEREES 

        YOUR RA NEEDS 

 

CLICK THE IMAGE TO DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION 

http://www.facebook.com/Northampton.referees
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fnorthamptonrefereesassociation.wordpress.com%2Fmessage-board%2F&screen_name=northamptonra&source=followbutton&variant=2.0&xd_token=01bffbb3f6a258
http://www.kbsportstherapy.com
mailto:kim@kbsportstherapy.com
http://www.rashop.co.uk/
mailto:newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk
http://www.northamptonshirefa.com/referee
mailto:chairman@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:support@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:support@northamptonreferees.org.uk
http://northamptonrefereesassociation.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/member-form1.pdf

