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Once again, with fine-tuned tungsten and a 
few dodgy darts shirts on show, the gladia-
tors of the Northampton RA indoor arrows 
scene did commence their battle for the 
ultimate in darting bragging rights. And on 
this occasion, it was time to pay “homage to 
the fromage”, as Graham “The Cheeseman” 
Kinnear took the title, with a 3-0 victory in 
the final over the ever consistent Gavin 
“Shadow” McFarlane. 
 
MC Chris Knowles was again the compare 
without compare, as he smoothly guided the 
tournament through its usual 6½ hour time 
frame, in producing, quite frankly, the most 
excitement since the Romans fed the Chris-
tians to the Lions. 
 
All 17 participants, although attempting to 
look cool and confident, could not hide the 
fact that inside they were all twitching more 
than a one legged ferret! 
 
The preliminary round match saw Tom 
“Calamity” Cooke triumph over Dave “The 
Dimwit” Jarrett. Jarrett looked as nervous as 
a vampire who knows there's a sale at the 
wooden stake shop in the morning, and 
never managed to get a good foothold in the 
match. 

The first round draw was then made as fol-
lows; 
 
Wayne ‘Snakey’ Chalmers v Graham 
'Cheeseman' Kinnear 
Gav ‘Shadow’ Mack v James ‘Slim’ Camp-
bell 
Richard ‘Bunky Chollox' Armstrong v Pete 
'Spinky' Spink 
Brendan ‘The Doc’ Doherty v Wayne 'Fitzy' 
Fitzpatrick 
Ian ‘Ice Cold’ Cooper v Paul ‘Smoggy’ 
Chalmers 
David ‘Trigger’ Avent v Luke ‘Scotty Too 
Hotty’ Scott 
Rob ‘I’ve been to Dallas’ Evans v Darrell 
‘Both Barrels’ Horner 
Rob ‘Hawaii 5 or 1’ Page v Tom “Calamity” 
Cooke 
 
The eventual tournament winner got his 
campaign underway against Wayne 
“Snakey” Chalmers. Although Chalmers 
matched “The Cheeseman” dart for dart, it 
was the Ashby man’s propensity to hit the 
doubles that was to prove lethal as he ran 
out a 2-0 winner, to leave Snakey looking 
like Kevin Costner when told the final cost of 
Waterworld! 
 
Defending champion Gav “Shadow” Mack 
was victorious in his match against James 
“Slim” Campbell, with the current title hold-
er looking like he meant business with more 
checkouts than Tesco’s! 
 
Next up was a titanic battle between Richard 
“Bunky Chollox” Armstrong - whose idea of 
exercise is sitting in a room with the win-
dows open taking the lid off something cool 
and fizzy – and Pete “Spinky” Spink. The 
match proved to be one of the longest three 
leg darts matches in the history of the game 
(which is all the more remarkable, as it only 

lasted 2 legs, I think!!), as both players, re-
quiring double one to win the first leg, pro-
ceeded to become as twitchy as a frog in a 
blender. Spink finally overcame his adver-
sary, however, at times; it was like watching 
someone trying to throw 3 pickled onions 
into a thimble! 
 
The NRA Chairman, Brendan “The Doc” 
Doherty then narrowly missed out on a 
Quarter-Final place, as Wayne “Fitzy” Fitz-
patrick took the spoils in a three legged 
affair (nothing to do with Paul McCartney 
and Heather Mills!!). A 94 checkout finally 
knocked the Snap, Crackle and Pop right 
outta the Doc. 
 
In a tense matchup between arch rivals Ian 
“Ice Cold” Cooper and Paul “Smoggy” 
Chalmers, Cooper managed to edge out his 
nemesis with some sharp finishing to leave 
the Boro Boy looking about as happy as a 
scorpion who's just had a pedicure! 
 
Dave “Trigger” Avent then dispatched 
Luke “Scotty Too Hotty” Scott to lay down 
his marker, dishing out the nearest thing 
to a public execution this side of Saudi 
Arabia, and Rob “I’ve Been to Dallas” Ev-
ans took no prisoners either, when he  
Continued on Page 7 
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Rob Page aka the Whistleblower. Every 
month we have a new edition for the News-
letter. It is guaranteed to give you a laugh 
and show the light-hearted side to referees, 
and what is more….NOBODY is safe from his 
views! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whistleblower Gives It To You Straight! 
 
FEB 2015 
 
A TRUE LEGEND 

The end of 2014 was marked, for me, by the 

sad announcement that Steve Gerrard will 

leave the Premiership, for MLS in the USA, at 

the end of this season. If ever the term 

“footballing legend” was coined for one play-

er, surely it is Steven Gerrard – the player 

who has the complete game. 

He was unfortunate to be playing for Liver-

pool after the glory days of the 1970’s & 80’s, 

which has left his trophy cabinet missing that 

elusive Premier League winners medal. To my 

mind, no-one deserved one more than the 

man who has almost single-handedly kept 

Liverpool FC competitive since his 1988 de-

but for his home-town club.  

What impresses me most about Gerrard is his 

ability to get up & down the park, seemingly 

with ease; and his hunger & desire to lead 

from the front. One minute he is making a 

goal-stopping tackle to defy an opponent, the 

next he has turned playmaker with a killer 45 

yard pass to a team-mate in space. And then 

he is on the edge of the opponent’s penalty 

area to score with a shot (either foot) that 

thuds past the ‘keeper like an Exocet missile. 

He can head, he can tackle, he can pass, he 

scores goals but above all – he leads by exam-

ple.  

Never more so than the night of 25th May 

2005, in Istanbul, when he lifted the Europe-

an Champions League trophy. Liverpool 

found themselves 3-0 down at half-time, to an 

in-form AC Milan side that had beaten Man-

chester Utd, home & away, at the first knock-

out stage. A Gerrard inspired comeback, start-

ing with his superbly headed goal shortly 

after half-time, made this game the best I have 

ever seen. A second goal from Vladimir 

Smicer made the score 3-2 and then Gerrard 

was fouled by Milan’s Gattuso and Liverpool 

had a penalty. Although Xabi Alonso’s shot 

was saved, he followed up to tuck the re-

bound home and send the game into extra-

time. With no further goals – but plenty of 

chances for both teams – the game was decid-

ed on a penalty shoot-out, with Liverpool 

‘keeper Dudek outstanding. After Milan’s 5th 

penalty was saved, the game ended at 3-2 to 

Liverpool in the shoot-out.  There were he-

roes right through the Liverpool side that day: 

Dudek, Alonso, Carragher & 2nd half substitute 

Hamann. But none shone more than Gerrard, 

who had led from the front and scored that all

-important first goal, to get them up and run-

ning. 

Chelsea came knocking in an effort to sign 

this wonder-player and at one time it looked 

as though he might make the move to West 

London. He almost certainly would have 

picked up that elusive Premiership winners 

medal had he done so - but he loves his club 

and the city of his birth, so he stayed and 

followed his heart. The following year, he 

masterminded a similar comeback by 

Liverpool in the FA Cup Final, against 

West Ham. Again the match ended 3-3 

and was decided by a penalty shoot-

out. His 2 goals in this game made him 

the only player to have scored in an FA 

Cup Final, a League Cup Final, a UEFA 

Cup Final & a European Champions 

League Final. Any striker would be 

proud of this achievement; but for a 

midfielder it is even more astonishing.  

In 2007 Ronaldinho said of Gerrard; 

“He has a huge impact. For the job he 

performs, he is one of the greatest”. Then in 

2009, the great Zinedine Zidane said he con-

sidered Gerrard to be the best footballer in 

the world. In the same year he made his 100th 

appearance in European club competition – 

scoring twice in a 4-0 win over Real Madrid, 

then four days later scored again as Liverpool 

beat their bitterest rivals, Manchester Utd, 4-

1. In 2011 he had the opportunity to sign for 

Bayern Munich but again turned down a 

chance of easier pickings, this time in the 

Bundesliga, to help Liverpool develop.  

After coming agonisingly close to wrapping 

up the title last season, the best player I have 

ever seen play in the Premier League will 

depart in July for a new chapter of his foot-

balling life, at LA Galaxy. He will be missed - 

because Steven Gerrard is a team player, who 

accepts success or failure as it comes and 

bounces back stronger than ever. He lifts his 

team-mates to greater effort by his example 

and leadership skills. He is not big-headed or 

selfish, always praises his colleagues and 

insists that nothing can be achieved alone, 

even though sometimes it appeared it was.  

No player, since the Premier League’s incep-

tion, has shown the ability to tackle so fierce-

ly, run so hard, score goals with either foot or 

by heading, blast free-kicks into the back of 

the net from seemingly impossible angles, 

lead from the front and carry a team almost 

single-handedly, pass so accurately over 40-

50 yards or deliver that pin-point cross into 

the box.  

Except for one; Steven Gerrard. 

 One word sums him up: LEGEND  
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Simulation, is a caution enough? 

What prompted this article was the 

Chelsea Vs Hull game on 13th Dec 

2014, where Gary Cahill seemingly (in 

the opinion of pundits, Steve Bruce,  

and media at least) got away with a 

‘dive’ in the Hull penalty area that 

could have earned him a second cau-

tion. 

Referee Chris Foy had already booked 

Willian for simulation and later 

showed a yellow to Diego Costa for the 

same offence. 

Cahill went to ground as he passed 

between David Meyler and Tom Hud-

dlestone in the Hull area.  The referee 

awarded a goal kick only, which 

seemed to infuriate some of the Hull 

players and Steve Bruce whose argu-

ment was that if it wasn’t a penalty, 

then it must be a dive. 

Not always so, in my humble opinion.  

A player can fall, go to ground, etc.  

Without it being a foul and without it 

being a dive.    Whether Chris Foy got 

this decision right or not, however, is 

obviously open to opinion. 

It is suggested that Foy didn’t caution 

for a dive because it would have meant 

a second caution and therefore red 

card for Cahill.  I personally don’t be-

lieve that is the case.   Usually, when a 

referee senses a ‘controversial’ deci-

sion he/she will either move swiftly 

towards the incident to administer the 

‘punishment’, or swiftly move away 

(i.e. to his position for the goal kick) to 

avoid players ‘in your face’.  Chris Foy, 

however, stood still and calmly indicat-

ed a goal kick, and for that reason I 

don’t believe he immediately realised 

he was making a controversial decision 

(or ‘non-decision’ as it may be inter-

preted) 

For those lucky enough (or perhaps 

unlucky enough) to have cameras on 

the game and therefore ‘proof’ that you 

got your decision correct it must be 

very satisfying to spot a case of simula-

tion.  For those of us who referee with-

out cameras, and in many cases with-

out neutral assistants, we can often 

very much be in the minority in seeing 

such misdemeanours.  For that reason, 

it can be difficult to issue a caution for 

simulation unless it is blatantly obvi-

ous that the player is trying to fool 

you…  as I mentioned above, it is often 

the case that a player genuinely loses 

balance and goes to ground, possibly 

believing he was fouled but was the 

‘victim’ of a fair challenge.   

So how about when you’re on the line.  

As assistant last week, I could clearly 

see the a player had dived.  The referee 

blew his whistle and for a moment I 

was quite worried he was going to 

award a penalty, but thankfully he’d 

also seen it as simulation and cau-

tioned the attacker and awarded an 

indirect free kick to the defending 

team. A question for you experienced 

assistants out there, is there a standard 

method of indicating simulation?  

(Other than drawing attention to your-

self by miming a dive, of course, and 

assuming there are no comms!!) 

My final question to encourage your 

opinions and comments is from the 

title of this piece… bearing in mind the 

difficulty referees have in spotting sim-

ulation and effectively accusing players 

of cheating, is a caution enough?   If the 

FA introduced retrospective punish-

ment for simulation would that help 

eradicate the problem?  Is it even that 

much of a problem?   

Please send your comments, replies 

and opinions to Graham for next 

month’s newsletter. 

Next time:  Is there such a thing as a 

‘soft’ penalty? 

SIMULATION 
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Sharp Shooter John Clark Fires Some 

Local Trivia At You! 
Northampton enjoyed two successful Friday evenings in 
May last year when their sports teams secured victories 
over old rivals Leicester. 
 
On May 16th 2014, Northampton Saints achieved a memo-
rable Premiership semi-final play-off win at Franklins Gar-
dens against Leicester Tigers. Seven days later, Northamp-
tonshire Steelbacks beat Leicestershire Foxes in the 20-20 
competition at the County Ground. So Northampton was 
able to celebrate victory over their near rivals, Leicester, in 
both Rugby Union and Cricket in quick succession. 
 
The rivalry between Northampton and Leicester on the 
rugby field is intense. It used to be the same on the cricket 
field with fixtures between Northamptonshire and Leices-
tershire attracting large crowds when the matches were 
traditionally arranged for the spring and August Bank Holi-
day weekends. 
 
In association football, there has never been the same rival-
ry between Northampton and Leicester, due to the fact that 
the two teams have rarely played each other. In fact, during 
the 95 years in which “The Cobblers” have been members 
of the Football League, they have been in the same division 
as Leicester City on just two occasions. 
 
In 1965, Northampton Town won promotion to the top 
flight of English football. On Saturday, 2nd October, 1965, 
“The Cobblers” visited Filbert Street to play Leicester and 
the game ended in a 1-1 draw in front of a crowd of 27,484. 
Northampton’s Manager, Dave Bowen, was also in charge of 
Wales at the time but, although his Welsh side were in ac-
tion against England in a Home International on the same 
day, Mr Bowen decided to watch his Club side in action at 
Leicester. Both games ended in draws with two outstand-
ing goalkeeping displays denying Mr Bowen victory. Wales 

drew 0-0 with England, with Sheffield Wednesday goal-
keeper, Ron Springett preventing the Welsh team from 
causing a major upset. Meanwhile, at Filbert Street, an in-
spired goalkeeping performance from Gordon Banks, pre-
vented “The Cobblers” from beating their neighbours. A 
47th minute penalty, awarded by Bolton referee, Ken 
Dagnell, was converted by Theo Foley to put Northampton 
back on terms, after Jimmy Goodfellow had given the home 
side a 28th minute lead. Right winger harry Walden was 
tripped in the penalty area to earn Northampton the spot 
kick. 
 
The return fixture, at the County Ground, was played on a 
Saturday evening as it coincided with Grand National day 
on the 26th March 1966. 21,564 spectators turned up for 
the 7pm kick-off, the majority of them having watched An-
glo’s National victory at Aintree in the afternoon on BBC 
television. George Hudson gave Northampton a 3rd minute 
lead and, although Mike Stringfellow equalised for Leices-
ter in the 21st minute, Graham Moore restored “The Cob-
blers” advantage by netting in the 40th minute to give the 
home side a 2-1 half-time lead. Jackie Sinclair equalised for 
“The Foxes” in the 65th minute but Northampton could feel 
hard done by, as the game ended in a 2-2 draw after the 
home side had struck the woodwork 3 times through Barry 
Lines, Harry Walden and Graham Moore in a rip-roaring, 
frustrating finale. Incidentally, this game was refereed by 
Reg Paine of Hounslow. In those days Football League ref-
erees were forced to retire at the relatively young age of 47 
and they were paid the princely sum of £10 and 10 shillings 
(£10.50), as their match fee. Following his retirement, Mr 
Paine became the Football Association’s appointment of-
ficer and, in the role, he will be remembered by older refer-
ees in Northamptonshire. 
 
In 2008/09, “The Cobblers” and Leicester City each found 
themselves in League One, which, by those days had be-
come the third tier of English Football. The two sides met at 
the Walkers Stadium (now known as the King Power Stadi-
um) on Saturday 25th October 2008, and in front of a crowd 
of 22,795, the game ended in a goalless draw. The game 
was refereed by Scott Mathieson, who officiated at Rocking-
ham Road, Kettering, on Wednesday 10th December 2008, 
when “The Poppies” beat Notts County 2-1, in an FA Cup, 
Second Round replay. 
 
On Saturday 31st January 2009, Northampton lost 2-1 at 
home to Leicester City at the Sixfields Stadium. Leon Con-
stentine gave “The Cobblers” a 16th minute lead, only for 
Steve Howard to convert a 21st minute penalty for “The 
Foxes”. Lloyd Dyer netted the winner for the visitors in the 
73rd minute to provide them with their victory. The game 
was watched by 7,028 and it was refereed by Mike Dean. 
 
In the December edition, I asked how many Northampton-
shire Clubs has reached the Semi-Finals of the FA Trophy. 
The answer in two, namely Kettering Town and Rushden & 
Diamonds. 

 

 

  John Clark 



 

 

Dave Allen, a long serving member of the Northampton Referees Association is running in the BUPA 
LONDON 10K on Monday 25th May for MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT. 

The London 10k starts in The Mall and the course takes in most of London’s big sights before finish-
ing outside Buckingham Palace. Dave’s brother Colin, aged 58, was recently diagnosed with cancer 
and is being helped and supported by the Macmillan Cancer Support team. 

If you would like to pledge your support to help this very 
worthy cause, you can sponsor Dave, either in person, at 
the monthly meetings at Wootton WMC, or by sponsor-
ing him on line through his Just Giving page. 

 His sponsorship target is £1000 and his fundraising page 
can be found at www.justgiving.com/David-Allen55 

 

DAVE ALLEN IN LONDON 10K FOR   

MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT 2015 

http://www.justgiving.com/David-Allen55
https://onedrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=65de6e5ea516acbb&page=browse&resid=65DE6E5EA516ACBB!346&parId=65DE6E5EA516ACBB!105&type=5&authkey=!AHWNLFiEGlNZVz8&Bsrc=Photomail&Bpub=SDX.Photos
https://onedrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=65de6e5ea516acbb&page=browse&resid=65DE6E5EA516ACBB!346&parId=65DE6E5EA516ACBB!105&type=5&authkey=!AHWNLFiEGlNZVz8&Bsrc=Photomail&Bpub=SDX.Photos
https://onedrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=65de6e5ea516acbb&page=play&resid=65DE6E5EA516ACBB!347&parId=65DE6E5EA516ACBB!346&type=1&Bsrc=Photomail&Bpub=SDX.Photos&authkey=!AHWNLFiEGlNZVz8


 

 

Northamptonshire FA 
Referee Update 

January 2015 

 Dear Referee, 

 Welcome to the Northamptonshire FA Refer-
ee update for January 2015.  I hope you all 
had an enjoyable festive period, and your 
games in the New Year are going well. The 
weather has finally started to become a bit of 
an issue in terms of postponements, and I’m 
sure a lot of you will have been called upon to 
make difficult decisions on whether a field of 
play is playable or not.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to remind you that when 
making such decisions, the players safety is 
paramount.  This update is designed to give 
everyone in the County an idea of what is 
going on throughout Northamptonshire, and 
give out important information that you need 
to know, so please take the time to read 
through this and take on board the infor-
mation regarding County Cups, Misconduct 
report writing and all the upcoming events.  If 
you do have anything that you would like to 
be included in future editions, please do let 
me know. 

Misconduct report writ-
ing guide 

You will notice that a Misconduct report writ-
ing guide has been attached to this 
email.  This has been devised with aim of 
improving the quality of misconduct report 
writing across the County, and to help refer-
ees when they do find themselves with re-
ports to write.  At the end there is also a sec-
tion specifically targeted at the new Whole 
Game System, and how to find the relevant 
Northamptonshire based leagues on the sys-
tem. 

Promotion season 
2015/16 

Also attached is the promotion pack for the 
upcoming promotion season.  Anyone inter-
ested in applying for promotion, please have a 
look through this pack, and fill out the rele-
vant application form if you are interested. If 
anyone is not sure as to whether they can 
apply for promotion, please do not hesitate to 
contact me.  If you are part of the promotion 
campaign this season, but you wish to move 
up further to the next level in 2015/16 pro-
motion season, please apply for promotion 
now, even though you don’t know the out-
come of your current application.  Please take 
note that the deadline for applications for 
promotion is Saturday 28th February 
2015.  No applications will be accepted after 
this date. 

Upcoming events 

Fitness sessions 

As we all know, fitness in refereeing is para-
mount, and to reflect the importance of this, 
County FA have decided to start running regu-
lar fitness sessions open for all referees to 

attend, and improve their levels of fitness.  
The first sessions are detailed below (any 
feedback on preferred days, times & venues 
for these to take place would be welcome): 
 
Thursday 19th February 2015 – Kettering 
Leisure Village – 19:30 
Tuesday 3rd March 2015 – Kettering Lei-
sure Village – 19:30 
  

Basic Referees Courses: 

16th & 17th February 2015 – Bushfields Lei-
sure Centre, Peterborough – 09:00-17:00 

18th & 19th February 2015 – Kingswood Sec-
ondary Academy, Corby – 09:00-17:00  

If you do know of anyone interested in the 
Basic Referees Course, please do spread the 
word, and point them in my direction for 
further information. 

 

Northampton Town FC 
Referee Academy 

The brand new Referee Academy based at 
Northampton Town FC is well underway, with 
referees taking charge of fixtures under the 
supervision of mentors, and with the oppor-
tunity of having video analysis of their games, 
which is a fantastic development tool.  The 
academy will target high potential referees 
who are looking to progress up the promotion 
ladder.  It will act as the Counties first step in 
terms of Referee talent identification and each 
referee will have a coach at each game to help 
them develop and get used to operating in a 
team of 3 officials.  Any recommendations for 
referees who might be included for considera-
tion in the academy set up should be sent to 
me: Luke.Scott@NorthantsFA.com.  This is a 
very exciting opportunity for our referees, 
and a chance for the County to invest in the 
future of our up and coming referees.  Anyone 
wanting to be involved in the academy, be it 
as a mentor, coach or referee, should contact 
me to register their interest. 

Venue:  Moulton College 

Day:        Sunday  

Time:    11 o’clock kick off 

 

Whole Game System 

As of today, we have 478 referees registered 
to the County, with a large number of these 
registering through the new Whole Game 
System online. There are still a number of 
referees who are operating on an unregis-
tered basis, and it is important that they do 
register as leagues will not be appointing any 
referees unless they are registered for this 
season.  If you know of anyone who needs 
some assistance in the registration process, 
please do not hesitate to point them in my 
direction.   

 

 

Reporting Misconduct 

At the moment there are still too many re-
ports being submitted through the old Excel 
spreadsheet, and I would like to take this 
opportunity to remind you that the expected 
method of reporting misconduct is through 
the new Whole Game System.  Any referees 
struggling with process should ensure they 
can attend the support evening on 18th No-
vember 2014. 

However, that being said, this week alone, 
over 110 cautions have been submitted via 
the Whole Game System, which is well over 
half of all cautions submitted this week, so a 
massive thank you must go out to those who 
have embraced the system and are using it to 
its full potential. 

WGS Misconduct Reporting (Now Available 
for Use)  
 
Misconduct Report Writing Guide 
 
Aide Memoir to Misconduct Reports 

Request Access to Member Services (if not 
already register this should allow access to 
WGS once complete) 

Password Reset 

To access the new system simply click on the 
Whole Game system button shown below and 
then enter your login details. 

This will then take you to The FA’s Whole 
Game System help page where you will find 
advice and assistance on completing the new 
functions which is now available online 
through the Whole Game System. In addition 
to printed guides and FAQ sheets, bespoke 
videos have been created which will take you 
step-by-step through each of the online pro-
cesses. 

 

Criminal Records Checks 
(CRC) 

As you will be aware, we currently require 
existing Referees with pre 2010 CRB checks 
to renew these as soon as possible if they 
wish to officiate youth matches or youth and 
Adult football.  Any referees (over the age of 
16) without an in date CRC (CRB) must 
NOT referee any youth matches.  If you are 
unsure about any of this, or if you would like 
some help renewing or registering for the 
first time, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.  Please note: All youth leagues have 
been informed and are aware and will not be 
appointing any officials without an in date/up 
to date CRC - this applies to any referees, 
assessors, mentors, coaches & tutors who will 
be operating in youth football, no matter how 
regular or infrequently this season.  CRC’s are 
paid for by the County Football Association, 
so please do ensure you are all up to date 
before operating on youth football in any 
capacity. 

  

mailto:Luke.Scott@NorthantsFA.com
http://www.thefa.com/my-football/more/whole-game/referee-reporting
http://www.thefa.com/~/media/my-football-resources/referee/a-guide-misconduct-report-writing.ashx
http://www.thefa.com/~/media/Files/PDF/Get%20into%20Football/Referees/Misconduct%20Reports/FACaution-SendOffGuide-1Sept2009.ashx/FACaution-SendOffGuide-1Sept2009.pdf
https://www.northamptonshirefa.com/MembersServices/Templates/SystemTemplates/MembersServices/RequestAccess.aspx?t=referee
http://www.thefa.com/account/RequestPasswordReset


 

 

Affiliated Small Sided Pro-
viders 

Below is a list of the only Small Sided Provid-
ers that are affiliated and covered by the Foot-
ball Association, any other provider that may 
be operating within this County doesn’t fall 
under this Counties control and is not covered 
via the FA discipline system.  

Northamptonshire FA Affiliated Small Sid-
ed Providers: 
Soccer PM 
Robert Windle Tournaments 

  

The FA Affiliated Small Sided Providers: 

 
Goals 
Powerleague 
Pitch Invasion 
Champion Soccer 
Football Mundial 
Football Invasion 
Soccer Sixes 
Play Football 

All these providers are always looking for 
referees to cover games. 

  

Support your local Refer-
ees Association 

Northamptonshire has 3 RA’s who meet on a 
monthly basis for the betterment of referee-
ing within the County and provide various 
other services which could be of benefit to 
you. 

  

Northampton RA – 1st Thursday of each 
month – Wooton Working Mens Club, High 
Street, Wooton, Northampton, NN4 6LW – 
Northampton RA Website 
Wellingborough, Rushden & District RA – 
2nd Monday of each month – Finedon Kenne-
dy’s, Tower Sports Ground, Irthlingborough 
Road, Finedon, Northamptonshire 
Peterborough RA – 1st Thursday of each 
month – Bushfields Leisure Centre, Peterbor-
ough, PE2 5RQ – Peterborough RA Website 

County Cups 

County Cup games are coming in thick and 
fast, and the Northamptonshire FA County 
Cup handbook was sent out via email a couple 
of weeks ago, anybody who needs another 
copy, please contact me.  To clear up one of 
the most common questions, in all cups 
(apart from the Hillier Senior Cup & the Les 
Underwood Junior Cup) substitutions are roll 
on roll off and clubs can name up to 5 substi-
tutions.  

Please also note that on all county cups, no 
extra time will be played, if the score is level 
at the end of the match, it must go straight to 
kicks from the penalty mark to decide the 
winner of a match as per the laws of the game. 

  

I’m sure most of you are aware from the ap-
pointments that have come out, but Tony 
Major is the County Appointments Officer 
and all County appointments should be con-
firmed by email to Tony on To-
ny.Major@NorthantsFA.com. 

Competitions Requiring 
Referees 

Midlands Junior Premier League – 13-18 
year olds – Saturday mornings 10:30ko - £30 
inclusive match fee – Contact Stephen Ed-
wards 01327-352495 ste-
phenedwards3@hotmail.com 
MK District Development League – U8-U14 
- £10 - £17 plus 40p per mile – Kevin Britnell 
– soccer@tesco.net 

I hope you have an enjoyable January, and 
that the weather doesn’t cause you too many 
problems in completing your appointed fix-
tures.  If you do have any feedback on these 
newsletters, or anything you would like to see 
included, then please do not hesitate to con-
tact me on the details below. 

Kind regards,  
 

Luke        

From Page 1 
defeated Darrell “Both Barrels” Horner. Evans 
was imperious in the match leaving one on-
looker to comment that “it was like trying to 
stop a water buffalo with a pea-shooter!!” 
 
The final match of the round of 16, saw Tom 
“Calamity” Cooke lose out to Rob “5 or a 1” 
Page, leaving Cooke looking about as happy 
as four penguins in a microwave!!! Page pro-
ducing a 140 within his repertoire to sink the 
young pretender! 
 
The quarter finals were a lot swifter affairs, as 
the players started to find their rhythm. Kin-
near breezed past Fitzy 2-0, including a 104 
checkout, and there were also wins for Gav 
Mack, Ian Cooper and Dave Avent, as Mes-
ser’s Spink, Evans and Page fell by the way-
side. 
 
The semi-finals created an atmosphere so 
tense, that if Elvis had walked in, with a por-
tion of chips...you would have heard the vine-
gar sizzle on them! The players were under so 
much duress, it was like duressic park out 
there! But as giraffes say, you don't get no 
leaves, unless you stick your neck out! And so 
it proved as Kinnear and McFarlane pro-
gressed at the expense of Avent and Cooper. 
 
Semi-final one saw the first signs of a chink 
in “The Cheeseman’s” armour though, as 
“Trigger” took the first leg off the Ashby 
man. And then the Essex lad should have 
won the second and breezed into the final, 
but he just couldn’t find a double when he 
needed it, which was like giving Dracula the 
keys to the blood bank!!  

Kinnear smoothly reduced the arears and 
then fired a double 15 at the first attempt to 
level the tie! And at 1-1 “The Cheeseman” 
wasn’t going to give “Trigger” another sniff, 
as he took the deciding leg, in a match that is 
likely to “Grate” with Avent for a while yet! 
 
The other Semi-Final was billed as a clash that 
would make King Kong versus Godzilla look 
like a chimpanzee’s tea party!  Gav Mac took 
on and overcame a determined “Ice Cold” 
Cooper, melting Cooper’s challenge, as he 
finished the match like Robin Hood playing in 
the Nottingham Premier League, to book his 
place in the final. It was the sort of game that 
if you were round your auntie's house, you 
would tell her to stop making the cookie's and 
come thru to the living room and watch two 
amazing athletes beat the proverbial house 
out of each other! 
 
The atmosphere was now a cross between 
the Munich Beer Festival and the Coliseum 
when the Christians were on the menu, as 
both finalists strode out like Alexander the 
Great conquering the 
Persians, prompting one spectator to 
acknowledge that “if these two lads were at 
the Battle of Hastings, the Normans would 
have packed up and gone home!” 
 
“The Cheesman” remained as cool as a prized 
marrow, against an opponent, who, in his 3rd 
Final appearance in 3 years, is as difficult to 
pin down as a kangaroo on a trampoline! 
With eyes bulging like the belly of a hungry 
chaffinch, Kinnear proved that under that 
heart of stone beats muscles of pure flint, as 
he proceeded to get going like the Loch Ness 
Monster with a following wind! Leaving 
“Shadow” in his wake, he took the match 3-0 
to take the crown. 
 
 
 

http://intersoccer.co.uk/
http://www.rwtfootball.co.uk/
http://www.goalsfootball.co.uk/
http://www.powerleague.co.uk/
http://powerplay.co.uk/
http://www.championsoccer.co.uk/
http://footballmundial.com/
http://football-invasion.co.uk/
http://soccersixes.net/
http://playfootball.net/
http://www.northamptonreferees.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/PeterboroughRefereesAssociation?fref=ts
mailto:Tony.Major@NorthantsFA.com
mailto:Tony.Major@NorthantsFA.com
mailto:stephenedwards3@hotmail.com
mailto:stephenedwards3@hotmail.com
mailto:soccer@tesco.net


 

 

The Referees' Association is an organised group of people involved with Refereeing which is run 

by Referees for the benefit of Referees and is administered from our head Office in Coventry.  

We are organised into 306 local societies in 3 Countries and most of our 13,500 members only experience their local 

society but are safe in the knowledge that we all have the support of our County and National structures.  

Men and women take up refereeing for a number of reasons, some are frustrated footballers while others have come to 

the end of their playing careers and have decided to put something back into the game.  

 

Some start their refereeing at school, whilst others begin a career with the whistle later in life. A very small number of 

us will go to the very top and reach the FA Premier League or International level either as a Referee or as an Assistant 

Referee, most will be active on the local parks or somewhere in between.  

Everyone within the football community whether players, administrators, supporters or Referees all have the same 

objective, that is to participate in and to maximise their enjoyment from the game which we all love.  

It would be fair to say that we referee because we enjoy it. All referees, however, are professional in that we receive a fee for our service and it is only 

right therefore that we show a professional attitude. 

There are several benefits of membership of The Referees' Association. We provide a low cost Insurance Policy, Supplies, Various training and infor-

mation publications, a Benevolent Fund for those of our members who are in need and most importantly, through our network of local societies we 

encourage discussion on the game not only amongst members, but also with various footballing bodies 

 

Insurance 

We operate an extremely low cost Personal Accident Insurance scheme for members which provides insurance cover whilst travelling directly to and 

from a game and during a game, whilst on recognised referees' Society business and also for the theft of refereeing equipment to the value of £200. The 

weekly benefits provided are at the rate of £100 per week if a referee is injured as a result of an accident. The insurance policy only covers UK resident 

members of The Association whilst refereeing in the UK.  

 

Products and Publications 

We stock an extensive range of good quality kit and accessories at competitive prices. Further details of these products and services are given on the RA 

shop pages which are devoted specifically to those items.  

Benevolent Fund 

We hope that our members never need assistance from the Benevolent Fund but, sadly, some of our members do fall on hard times and are in need. 

Whatever the reason for this need the Benevolent Fund is there to assist all of our members.  

 

Local Societies 

Local societies operate like a self-help group where referees meet together to discuss different aspects of the game, we learn from and with each other 

to improve our refereeing skills. Continual in house training on the interpretation and implementation of law helps to improve match day performanc-

es. By discussing Refereeing issues with colleagues from different levels of the game, we are able learn from the experiences of others and to implement 

methods of best practice which will improve our match day performance and increase our enjoyment from the game. Most local societies have a Repre-

sentative on the local league or competition to ensure that problems can be quickly discussed and resolved. 

County Association 

Local societies within a County FA area combine together to form a County Association, which enables them to discuss matters of common interest. 

Most County Associations have a representative on either the Referees' committee or the Board or Council of their parent County Football Association 

National Association 

The 3 National Associations maintain a very close working relationship with their parent National FA and discuss matters with their National FA on 

behalf of members to resolve problems. 

As a referee, you will benefit from the skills, protection, peace of mind, training, insurance and above all the camaraderie that membership of the Refer-

ees' Association will give, we believe that everyone involved in Refereeing should be a member. 

 

PhysioCare 

PhysioCare provides you with fast access to private physiotherapy treatment for an injury without having to go to a GP or an NHS hospital for a referral. 

If you injure yourself whilst refereeing or training then you will be able to access fast, professional, private physiotherapy treatment in accordance with 

the PhysioCare agreement. 

 

Take advantage of our expertise, experience and guidance. We are sure that you will benefit and that reaping the rewards of membership will assist you 

in promoting your career as a referee. 

http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/dmxreadyv2/applications/assets/pdf/The%20RA%20-%20Policy%20Summary%202011%20-%20New%20Logo.pdf
http://www.rashop.co.uk
http://www.rashop.co.uk
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/


 

 

The Northampton Referees’ Association 

Membership Registration Form 

Membership year 1st April 2014 – 31st August 2015 
       

 

 

Guidance Notes: 

Please complete and submit this form ensuring you have included the following; 

a)  Completed Registration Form giving details as requested. 

b)  Cheque or Postal Order payable to “The Northampton Referees’ Association” 

c)  Please post completed forms to the address detailed below. 

d)  Please note the physio fee is in addition to the member fee  

Northampton Referee’s Association 

Interim Honorary Secretary: Wayne Chalmers 

7 Stowe Walk, Parklands, Northampton, NN3 6EE 

Society: Northampton DOB: Date:  

Name:   
 Daytime telephone 

number 
 

Address:   

 

 

 

Email Address: 
 

Type of Remittance 
Fee per 

Member 
Amount 

Full Membership Fee (Inc. RA Insurance) 

 
£28.00  

Non-Active Membership Fee £21.00  

Student Membership Fee (Inc. RA Insurance) £12.00  

Optional PhysioCare  SILVER £25.00  

Optional PhysioCare  GOLD £35.00  

Donation to the Northampton RA Benevolent Fund   

Other (please specify)   

 Total   

http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/dmxreadyv2/applications/assets/pdf/The%20RA%20-%20Policy%20Summary%202011%20-%20New%20Logo.pdf
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx


 

 

FIND US ON            FOLLOW  US  ON 

FACEBOOK   TWITTER 

www.kbsportstherapy.com                           email: kim@kbsportstherapy.com 

10% off for Northampton RA Membership Card holders. 

30 Minute Sports massage for £12.50 (Members Only) 

DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE COVERED IN THE NEWS-

LETTER OR HAVE AN ARTICLE YOU WOULD LIKE PUBLISHED? IF YOU DO, 

PLEASE EMAIL US AT newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

Click on the NFA Logo to be transported to 
the referee section of the NFA website, for 
all of the latest County FA news and infor-
mation. 
 
Contact: 
Luke Scott 
Referee Development Officer 
01604 678401 
luke.scott@northamptonshirefa.com 

NORTHAMPTON RA CONTACTS                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Chairman:  Brendan Doherty  chairman@northamptonreferees.org.uk Treasurer:  Abdul Kadir  treasurer@northamptonreferees.org.uk           

Secretary:  Wayne Chalmers  secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk Newsletter:  Graham Kinnear  newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

General Queries:  support@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

CAPTION COMPETITION 

DEAR REF! 
Got a problem with your refereeing, or do you have a refereeing issue 

that you need urgently resolving. Perhaps you just need some clarifi-

cation on a point of Law. Well have no fear, Agony 

Ref is here! 

Just send in your refereeing problems to us at 

support@northamptonreferees.org.uk and we 

will attempt to provide a solution to your refer-

eeing woes with total anonymity. 

 REFEREES 

        YOUR RA NEEDS 

 

CLICK THE IMAGE TO DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION 

CAPTION COMPETITION. Email your caption to                                                                           

newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

http://www.facebook.com/Northampton.referees
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fnorthamptonrefereesassociation.wordpress.com%2Fmessage-board%2F&screen_name=northamptonra&source=followbutton&variant=2.0&xd_token=01bffbb3f6a258
http://www.kbsportstherapy.com
mailto:kim@kbsportstherapy.com
mailto:newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:luke.scott@northamptonshirefa.com
http://www.northamptonshirefa.com/referee
mailto:chairman@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:support@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:support@northamptonreferees.org.uk
http://northamptonrefereesassociation.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/member-form1.pdf
mailto:newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk

