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After several years in the Quiz Wilder-

ness, I finally managed to get onto 

Andy Johnson's team and into the win-

ners enclosure! 

Not since my partners in crime, Doc & 

Snakey, became quiz masters have I 

really got close to a podium finish. But 

this time I was in luck, Jonno had ar-

rived with no pre-selected team, so I 

quickly added my own and Abdul's 

names to his starting line up. 

PK, fresh from his sett in the Hunsbury 

countryside and taking a night off from 

Just-for-Men-ing his hair, made up the 

four and we had most bases covered. 

Jonno with his all round knowledge, PK 

on golf, Prem football & Northants in 

general, myself on nothing in particular 

and Abdul on Liverpool FC, WWE 

Wrestling & Halal Meat products. 

John "Stato" Clark was strong as al-

ways but severely hampered by Andy 

Woolmer being in his team. 

Burty, looking like a refugee from the 

Birds Eye Fish Fingers advert, never 

troubled the scorers. I did think his 

NFA team were on fire at one point - 

but it turned out to be the ginger 

heads of Stuart, Becky Greaves & Luke 

Scott.  

A Thicket (I think that's the collective 

noun) of committee members from the 

Combination had entered a team and 

together with the Real Oldies team 

we had 8 quizzers with a combined 

age of over 700 (allegedly).  

Dynamo had entered a team, led by 

Martin Grisley and even brought their 

own comedian! 

Jimmy Campbell teamed up with Wing 

Commander Wetherall & an unusually 

quiet Alex Murison. Vic's team, of ages 

between 16 and 116, tried hard but 

picked up the wooden spoons. 

We were run close by Bev's Boys - Bev 

Strong being chatted up by Gavlar, Evo 

Junior & Humpo - all 3 refs in search of 

an extra piece of chocolate cake next 

time they ref at Potton. 2nd place went 

to Adko, Brockers, Gazza & Trus, who 

were missing the talented Mr Kirkup 

from previous years. Mr Gurney end-

ing the night looking more like Shaun 

Barry, with his inked arms. Closer in-

spection revealed that he'd been 

writing the answers to the 'memory 

round' on his skin, in an effort to scam 

his way to a winners medal. 

But standing victorious and stepping 

up to collect their winners prizes were; 

the boys from ISIS (Insufficient 

Strength, Insufficient Stamina) 2nd XI  

PK & Jonno took it in their stride as 

Abdul & I looked at each other - and 

thanked our lucky stars we'd blagged 

our way into a decent team. 

 

Thanks to Wootton WMC for a great 

venue. And special thanks to Doc & 

Snakey for yet another superb quiz. I 

don't expect to be winning next year - 

as I'm sure Jonno saw through my fa-

cade of faked intelligence and noticed 

the lost village idiot behind it. 

Pagey 

KIRKUP ADDS QUIZ TITLE TO 

HIS GOLF VICTORY 

OUR NEXT MEETING IS ON 

THURS 8th JANUARY,  2015 

WHERE OUR GUEST SPEAK-

ER WILL BE LUKE SCOTT,  

RDO OF 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE FA 

7:30pm Start 

http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/
http://www.northamptonreferees.org.uk
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Rob Page aka the Whistleblower. Every 
month we have a new edition for the News-
letter. It is guaranteed to give you a laugh 
and show the light-hearted side to referees, 
and what is more….NOBODY is safe from his 
views! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whistleblower Gives It To You Straight! 
 
Dec 2014 
 
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 

It was no good, his head hurt - from the stress 
of trying to learn the words to his favourite 
football chant. Why, he thought, did they have 
to make them so difficult to remember? As he 
sat in his home in Chaventry, Paul “Geordie” 
Cooper wished he hadn’t lent his other brain 
cell to Dave Avent for Christmas.  

Geordie had moved to Northamptonshire, 
from his native North East, hoping for a better 
lifestyle than the endless rounds of binge 
drinking on Newcastle Brown Ale and a diet 
of pie & chips, with lashings of gravy.         
Chaventry seemed to offer a new start – and it 

had it’s own coat of arms! 
Albeit a hypodermic needle 
& a handgun. Now, as he sat 
there surrounded by empty 
beer bottles and discarded 
chip wrappers, he remem-
bered fondly the Christmas 
holidays of his youth. His Ma 
calling him in for his tea of 
lard sandwiches & a can of 
Tizer. Then his Da’ coming 
back from the pub & whip-
ping him to sleep with his 
belt. Oh, how he missed 
those halcyon days. And 
now, he was going back for 
the weekend, to see his 
beloved team play their 
local derby, against The 

Mackems. He wanted to fit in so he gave it one 
last try, to learn the words to the song that 
would endear him to the faithful. The chant 
that was proving so difficult to remember.  

He summoned up all the power he had - and 
tried again; 

“New-cas-ill, la……..la……….la.” 

He’d got, it! By Jove, I think he’d got it. 

In another part of the County, a swot had his 
nose in a book of general knowledge, as he 
got ready for the NRA annual quiz. Fed up of 
being beaten each year by Andy “It’s-a-fact” 
Johnson, this time he was going to win! He’d 
memorised all the song titles of his favourite 
group; Steps. He’d read Sir Alex Ferguson’s 
autobiography, titled: “Has your watch 
stopped”, seventeen times. He’d even been 
through his entire back-catalogue of Cobblers 
programmes, going back to 1987, scouring 
them for obscure facts. Now he was reading 
the book he felt would surely give him an 
edge; “The My Little Pony book of General 
Knowledge”. 

His Mum had got it for him on his last birth-
day and together with his “Bumper Book of 
Offside Decisions” it was his favourite.  

As he reached the last page and finished read-
ing, he thought to himself: 

“Stuart Burt, this year you will WIN” 

In Hunsbury, Pete Spink was slaving away at 
his printing press, trying to keep up with the 
steady flow of orders for personalised Christ-
mas cards. As he changed the type setting for 
the hundredth time that morning and rollered 
on the ink, how he wished he’d got into the 
digital age, instead of labouring away on his 
1970’s Caxton Junior Press. 

He looked down at the discarded items. The 
ones where he’d been too tired to spot the 
error in his type setting. There was one batch 
of 50 cards for the “new boy” at the NFA, 
which he’d incorrectly printed as “From Scott 
Luke”. He’d keep one back and sell it to Bren-
dan Doherty – who still thought that was the 
new RDO’s name.  

At a local pub, the latest meeting of the ‘Refs 
over 50’ club was taking place. Around the 
table, tucking into double portions of Fish & 
Chips, were Glynn Wilson, Slim Campbell, 
Richard Armstrong, Ian Huckle & Dave Mar-
tin.  

An exclusive club; with membership only 
permitted to those refs who took a size 50” 
waist, or larger, when buying refereeing 
shorts.  

They had just rejected, unanimously, an appli-
cation for membership by Snakey Chalmers, 
after independent measurers had found he 
only took a size 48”. They were, however, still 
undecided about other applications, from Rob 
Whitehouse, Gary Gurney and Rob Page. The 
latter having been binge eating and saying he 
would only stop, when Aston Villa won a 

game – It could be a very long haul! 

They were just about to vote when dessert 
arrived: Black Forest Gateau, Banana Split, 
Cheesecake & Tiramisu, all in together, with 3 
scoops of ice cream.  

Two of them had already had this as a starter 
but they were famished and tucked in heartily 
again. 

As the Christmas decorations went up, at the 
Vic Wooding Home for Ageing Referees, three 
ancient refs were deep in discussion. Terry 
Jeyes, Steve Edwards & John Fowler where 
recovering, after Alex Murison had stepped in 
as a late replacement for guest speaker, How-
ard Webb. Taking over the original theme of 
“What’s on my bucket list?” Alex had started 
with; 

8ltr black plastic, with reinforced handle. 

He’d then overrun his allotted ½ hour slot by 
3 hours, by taking a Question & Answer ses-
sion – with himself. Being unable to run away, 
due to old age, Steve, Terry & John were 
forced to stay and listen, as Alex argued with 
himself about the pro’s & con’s of the new 
fibreglass, 3 gallon bucket from B&Q. They 
were now wondering how anyone could have 
misunderstood the topic so thoroughly. 

So, as referees around the county get ready 
for the Christmas festivities – and forget, for a 
moment, the joys of; Misconduct reports, 
checking socks have the same coloured tape 
holding them up, being sworn at for missing a 
‘blatant’ penalty and (most of all) how much 
is in the Ben Elephant Fund, Whistleblower 
wishes each of you a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 
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Darrell Horner writes:- 

I wanted to write a piece that will – 

hopefully – encourage responses and 

thoughts of fellow referees for the 

Newsletter, which will perhaps become a 

regular feature.  We are, after-all, in a 

‘game of opinions’ so it’s only right to 

share ours! 

My first attempt at this is to talk about 

the so-called ‘triple punishment’ law.  I 

want to offer some opinion for and 

against this idea.  This is about the con-

cept that when a foul is committed in the 

penalty area, that is also denying an ob-

vious goal-scoring opportunity (DOGSO) 

that there are currently three levels of 

‘punishment’: 

A penalty is awarded 

The player is sent off 

The player will be suspended due to 

the red card 

I read recently that IFAB  are discussing 

this point with the possibility that the 

Laws Of The Game could be changed 

regarding this particular law.  (IFAB, as 

we know, discuss the LOTG every year 

and may or may not introduce changes 

for each season.  Some will be significant 

changes, but more often than not there 

are only minor changes). 

The main argument, as I see it, against 

the ‘triple punishment’ (i.e. in favour of 

changing the current LOTG)  is that in 

effect, by awarding a penalty the OGSO 

is not denied, because in fact you (the 

referee) are presenting a new OGSO by 

awarding a penalty.   In some cases, a 

penalty may well present a better GSO 

than the original GSO when the foul was 

committed.  So, the argument is that if a 

player is fouled inside the penalty area, 

the offender cannot be sent off for DOG-

SO.  Not wishing to muddy the waters, 

but if this change came about, it will 

have to be made abundantly clear that 

serious foul play, violent conduct and all 

other red card offences committed inside 

the penalty area are still red card offenc-

es, it is only DOGSO that wouldn’t be.  It 

is enough that the penalty is awarded, 

and perhaps a caution (could very well 

be a second caution, of course) 

A major flaw if this ruling came in, in my 

opinion, would be based around how 

‘deliberate’ you as the referee feel the 

foul play may be.  I’m sure most will re-

member the Luis Suarez incident in the 

2010 World Cup, when he handballed on 

the goal line to deny a goal for Ghana in 

the last minute of the quarter final, and 

Asamoah Gyan missed the penalty - with 

Uruguay triumphing in the shoot-out to 

make the World Cup semis.   I can’t think 

of any reason why anyone would feel 

Suarez didn’t deserve to be sent off (and 

subsequently suspended for the Semi 

Final) for that incident.   What if a player 

was attempting – genuinely – a diving 

header to clear off the line, but in doing 

so the ball strikes his outstretched arm?   

What about fouls by the goalkeeper – 

sometimes it looks like he know exactly 

what he was doing (stop the player from 

scoring at all costs), but on some occa-

sions you can’t help but feel a little sorry 

for the ‘keeper, because he made a gen-

uine attempt for the ball but just mis-

timed it.  Your opinion and mine of how 

‘deliberate’ a foul is could be completely 

different.   

A final thought on this from me is the 

reason why ‘DOGSO’ came about in the 

first place.  First discussed  in England 

after the 1980 FA Cup final, when Willie 

Young of Arsenal deliberately brought 

down Paul Allen of West Ham and under 

the LOTG at the time referee George 

Courtney could only award a free kick, as 

it was not serious foul play.  The Football 

League instructed referees in 1982-83 

season that the so-called ‘professional 

foul’ should be deemed serious foul play 

which was and is a mandatory red card 

offence.  DOGSO itself was ‘formerly’ 

introduced internationally prior to the 

1990 world cup, when referees for that 

tournament were instructed to issue a 

red card for such offences (also, at the 

time, deemed as ‘serious foul play’)  The 

idea was to discourage players from 

‘taking one for the team’ in terms of a 

possible yellow card and obviously giving 

away a free kick or penalty.  With the 

consequences much more harsh (i.e. the 

‘triple punishment effect’ ) it should de-

ter players from committing the offence 

in the first place.  However, you can’t 

help having some sympathy for the de-

fender / goalkeeper who has made a 

completely genuine attempt at a fair 

tackle and just mistimed it – a so-called 

‘soft one’.   

What are your thoughts?  Please send to 

Graham for the next issue.   

Next time:  Simulation – is a caution 

enough punishment? 

TRIPLE PUNISHMENT—DOES IT FIT THE CRIME? 

Willie Young (Arsenal) 



 

 

CLARKY’S TRIVIA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharp Shooter John Clark Fires Some 

Local Trivia At You! 
Corby Town Football Club was founded in 1948 and I think 

that I am the only referee to have officiated at all three of the 

grounds which “The Steelmen” have played on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From 1948 to 1985, they played at Occupation Road. Then, 

from 1985 to 2011, their home ground was Rockingham Tri-

angle. Since 2011 they have played their home games at Steel 

Park. 

On Tuesday, October 14th, 1980, I was on the line for an FA 

Trophy replay between Corby and Boreham Wood. The refer-

ee was Richie Robinson of Kempston who later became a 

Council Member of the Bedfordshire Football Association. The 

other linesman was Graham Hart of Desborough. The two 

sides had drawn 0-0 at Boreham Wood on the previous Satur-

day and Corby won the midweek replay 4-1. Trevor Mor-

ley, who went on to play for Nuneaton Borough, Northamp-

ton Town, West Ham United and Manchester City, scored 

two of the Steelmen’s goals. 

Boreham Wood did not play Corby again until the 

2005/2006 season when both clubs found themselves in 

Division One East of the Southern League. By this time Cor-

by had long left their Occupation Road ground and were 

playing at the Rockingham Road Triangle. On Wednesday, the 

5th April, 2006, top of the table Boreham Wood visited second 

place Corby Town in a crucial league fixture. The Hertford-

shire Club probably did not expect to encounter a match offi-

cial from their last visit to Corby twenty six years earlier. In-

deed, when the referee and his two assistants were appointed 

to the game, there was no indication that any of the October 

1980 officials would be taking part in this game. 

I attended the match as a spectator and, shortly into the sec-

ond-half, Coventry referee Bill Ramsey went down with a thigh 

injury which meant that he had to leave the field of play. The 

senior assistant took over the whistle and a tannoy announce-

ment asked if there was a qualified referee in the ground. The 

two clubs had a disagreement whether the game should con-

tinue. Corby, leading 2-0 at the time, wanted the match to be 

completed, whilst Boreham Wood were seeking an abandon-

ment. I answered the S.O.S appeal to take over as an assistant 

referee and, when the Hertfordshire club’s Chairman saw me, 

he said that he doubted whether I’d ever refereed a domino’s 

match!! I said to him “Before we begin playing domino’s, let us 

get this football match completed”. So the game continued and 

“The Steelmen” preserved their 2-0 lead in order to take the 3 

points. 

I missed out by seven days, to complete the set of officiating 

Corby Town’s first team matches on all three of their home 

venues, when an assistant referee sustained an injury in the 

Steelman’s home game against Cirencester Town on Saturday 

25th October, 2014. There was no qualified referee in the 

crowd on that occasion, so Corby’s assistant manager had to 

take the flag for the last sixty seven minutes of the match. If 

this situation had arisen a week later, I would have been avail-

able to have undertaken the assistant referee’s duties, as I was 

a spectator at the Corby Town v Redditch United FA Trophy 

match. However, having officiated several Northamptonshire 

Senior Youth League games at Steel Park, in addition to match-

es involving the locally based Football CV Reds, I have run the 

line at Steel Park on many occasions. 

In the October edition, I asked how many Northamptonshire 

Clubs had reached the Semi-Finals of the FA Vase. The answer 

is two, namely Irthlingborough Diamonds & Raunds Town. 

My poser this month, is how many Northamptonshire clubs 

have reached the Semi-Finals of the FA Trophy? 

 John Clark 



 

 

 
 
 

 WANTED 
The Northampton and District Youth Alliance Football League are looking for a new Referees’ Ap-

pointment Officer 

Should you be interested in filling the role, please contact either the League or Andy Norfolk 

(Chairman) 

ANDY NORFOLK       07930 525161 

www.ndyal.co.uk 

Well it only seems five minutes ago that I wrote last years Christmas message 
but here goes for my last one as Chairman of the Northampton Referees As-
sociation (RA). We have had a few changes of late for our RA, most notably 
with the change of premises for our monthly meetings which I am happy to 
say seems to have gone down very well with our members. 

We, the committee, have again tried our best to get high profile but varied types of guest speaker and I can only hope that 
you, the members, are enjoying the one’s we have had so far this season. 

Can I take this opportunity of thanking everyone who has helped in making the Northampton RA what it is and hope that 
that work continues, not only for the remainder of this season but beyond as well. 

As most of you know we have the Sports Quiz in December this year due to the January meeting being moved back a 
week as the first Thursday falls on New Years Day so by the time you get this newsletter you may either know who the 
winners and losers are but most of all I hope you enjoyed the evening. 

As always, If you have anything which you think will help us improve our meetings and/or the RA in general then please 
feel free to advise us. I am hoping it will be a great second part to the season as we have some fantastic speakers lined up 
for the remainder of the campaign.  

I hope your season is going well but if there is anything the RA can do to help or advise you then please come along to the 
meetings to see if and what we can do for you. 

I will finish this article off by wishing you and your families a very happy and healthy Christmas and prosperous New 
Year for 2015. 

Yours in sport, 

Brendan Doherty. Northampton RA Chairman  

CHAIRMAN’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

http://www.ndyal.co.uk


 

 

Welcome to the Northamptonshire FA referee 

update for November/ December 2014.  I 

hope your season is going well, and you are 

prepared for the winter weather as we move 

into November, and the weather is showing 

signs of the typical English winter we would 

expect! Moving into the winter periods, I 

would just like to take this opportunity to 

remind everyone the importance of doing a 

field of play inspection with plenty of time 

before kick off, and that the safety of players 

is paramount.  This update is designed to give 

everyone in the County an idea of what is 

going on throughout Northamptonshire, and 

give out important information that you need 

to know, so please take the time to read 

through this and take on board the infor-

mation regarding County Cups, Misconduct 

report writing and all the upcoming events. 

Quarterly Webex update 

As you know, the newsletter comes out 

monthly, and the feedback from this has been 

very positive, however I am looking to start 

quarterly Webex meetings which offer refer-

ees and members of the refereeing communi-

ty across Northamptonshire to log in, see a 

quick update on what is happening across the 

County, and then there will be an open forum 

at the end where referees can raise any prob-

lems & give feedback on refereeing within the 

County directly to myself.   

Webex is a conferencing software which is 
delivered over the internet, and is a great way 
to work with people in different locations. 
The software is delivered over the web as you 
need it, and you don’t have to download, up-
date or maintain it, all you need to do is set up 
a log in online.  For more information on how 
it works, please visit this how to guide. 
This is an exciting opportunity to keep all 

referees up to date with the latest news 

around refereeing in the County, and also give 

everyone a forum to voice their opinions, and 

all from the comfort of their own home!  

The first Webex session will take place on 

18th November 2014 at 19:30.  An invitation 

email will be sent round following this news-

letter, with details of how to register for this 

and how to join up.  This session will be a 

Whole Game System Support Evening, as 

well as the Quarterly Update.  So if you are 

having problems with the system please do 

sign up and I will endeavour to solve any 

problems you may be having.  For this ses-

sion, I will also be based at the Northamp-

tonshire FA Headquarters, so if anyone 

would like assistance on logging into Webex, 

please do let me know and pop in to see me 

for the meeting. 

I hope to see lots of referees embrace this 

exciting opportunity to voice their opinions 

on refereeing in this County, and help move 

things forward, as well as keeping up to date! 

Further details to be discussed in the session 

will be released closer to the time, any sug-

gestions will be welcomed. 

Exciting upcoming events 

Peterborough Young Referees evening - 
Referees of all ages are welcome to attend the 
6th Peterborough Young Referees Evening on 
Thursday 20th November. The venue is at the 
Fleet (Italian Community Association), Flet-
ton, Peterborough PE2 8DL. Doors open at 
6.30pm . The evening will be a top training 
evening with the opportunity to meet league 
representatives and top local tutors. Entry for 
the evening is free if registration is made by 
10th November otherwise £5 is payable. The 
PGMOL have arranged Premiership and elite 
FIFA match official Andre Mariner to be spe-
cial guest. To register, please contact Sarah 
Grundy - sarahgrundy@talktalk.net - write 
your name, County, level of referee and any 
guests, parents and family members are most 
welcome. 

Northampton Town FC 

Referee Academy 

The brand new Referee Academy based at 
Northampton Town FC is well underway, 
with referees taking charge of fixtures under 
the supervision of mentors, and with the op-
portunity of having video analysis of their 
games, which is a fantastic development 
tool.  The academy will target high potential 
referees who are looking to progress up the 
promotion ladder.  It will act as the Counties 
first step in terms of Referee talent identifica-
tion and each referee will have a coach at 
each game to help them develop and get used 
to operating in a team of 3 officials.  Any rec-
ommendations for referees who might be 
included for consideration in the academy set 
up should be sent to me: 
Luke.Scott@NorthantsFA.com.  This is a very 
exciting opportunity for our referees, and a 
chance for the County to invest in the future 
of our up and coming referees.  Anyone want-
ing to be involved in the academy, be it as a 
mentor, coach or referee, should contact me 
to register their interest. 

Whole Game System 

As of today, we have 478 referees registered 

to the County, with a large number of these 

registering through the new Whole Game 

System online. There are still a number of 

referees who are operating on an unregis-

tered basis, and it is important that they do 

register as leagues will not be appointing any 

referees unless they are registered for this 

season.  If you know of anyone who needs 

some assistance in the registration process, 

please do not hesitate to point them in my 

direction.   

Reporting Misconduct 

At the moment there are still too many re-

ports being submitted through the old Excel 

spreadsheet, and I would like to take this 

opportunity to remind you that the expected 

method of reporting misconduct is through 

the new Whole Game System.  Any referees 

struggling with process should ensure they 

can attend the support evening on 18th No-

vember 2014. 

However, that being said, this week alone, 

over 110 cautions have been submitted via 

the Whole Game System, which is well over 

half of all cautions submitted this week, so a 

massive thank you must go out to those who 

have embraced the system and are using it to 

its full potential. 

WGS Misconduct Reporting (Now Available 

for Use)  

 

Misconduct Report Writing Guide 

 

Aide Memoir to Misconduct Reports 

Request Access to Member Services (if not 
already register this should allow access to 
WGS once complete) 

Password Reset 

To access the new system simply click on the 

Whole Game system button shown below and 

then enter your login details. 

This will then take you to The FA’s Whole 

Game System help page where you will find 

advice and assistance on completing the new 

functions which is now available online 

through the Whole Game System. In addition 

to printed guides and FAQ sheets, bespoke 

videos have been created which will take you 

step-by-step through each of the online pro-

cesses. 
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 Criminal Records Checks 

(CRC) 

As you will be aware, we currently require 

existing Referees with pre 2010 CRB checks 

to renew these as soon as possible if they 

wish to officiate youth matches or youth and 

Adult football.  Any referees (over the age of 

16) without an in date CRC (CRB) must 

NOT referee any youth matches.  If you are 

unsure about any of this, or if you would like 

some help renewing or registering for the 

first time, please do not hesitate to contact 

me.  Please note: All youth leagues have 

been informed and are aware and will not be 

appointing any officials without an in date/up 

to date CRC - this applies to any referees, 

assessors, mentors, coaches & tutors who will 

be operating in youth football, no matter how 

regular or infrequently this season.  CRC’s are 

paid for by the County Football Association, 

so please do ensure you are all up to date 

before operating on youth football in any 

capacity. 

Basic Referee Courses 

The training programme for basic referees 

courses in 2014 has now been completed, and 

we are now looking towards the courses in 

2015. The courses in 2015 will follow a new 

programme which will be 80% practical 

based and undertaken outside on a field of 

play, which is more relevant to the learners 

needs.  The dates set for the new courses so 

far are: 

9th - 11th January 2015 – Moulton College 

16th -17th February 2015 (half term week) – 

Bushfields Leisure Centre, Peterborough 

There will be another course arranged at a 

different venue but this is still to be con-

firmed.  If you know of anyone who is inter-

ested in becoming a referee, please do pass 

these dates onto them. 

Affiliated Small Sided 

Providers 

Below is a list of the only Small Sided Provid-

ers that are affiliated and covered by the 

Football Association, any other provider that 

may be operating within this County doesn’t 

fall under this Counties control and is not 

covered via the FA discipline system.  

Northamptonshire FA Affiliated Small Sid-
ed Providers: 
Soccer PM 
Robert Windle Tournaments 
The FA Affiliated Small Sided Providers: 
Goals 
Powerleague 
Pitch Invasion 
Champion Soccer 

Football Mundial 
Football Invasion 
Soccer Sixes 
Play Football 

All these providers are always looking for 

referees to cover games. 

Accredited Referee Train-

ing 

Northamptonshire FA are providing lots of 
exciting opportunities for our referee work-
force in terms of referee development and 
personal development.  For full details of 
these courses, and to book your place, please 
contact me on Luke.Scott@NorthantsFA.com.  

Assessor Training 

Date: 25th November 2014 

Venue: Newport Pagnell Town FC, Willen 

Road, Newport Pagnell, MK16 0DF 

Time: 18:30 – 21:30 

Date: 27th November 2014            

Venue: Bugbrooke St Michael FC, Birds Close, 

Camphill, Gayton Road, Bugbrooke, North-

amptonshire, NN7 3RW 

Time: 18:30 – 21:30 

These are the first of many new assessor 

training evenings which will take place across 

different parts of the County.  Anyone inter-

ested in becoming an assessor should attend 

this evening. 

Mentor Workshop: 

Date: 4th December 2014 

Venue: Northamptonshire FA County Office, 9 

Duncan Close, Red House Square, Moulton 

Park, Northampton, NN3 6WL 

Time: 19:00 – 21:30 

Mentors are an integral part of the referee 

workforce, and play a vital role in retaining 

referees throughout their first season and 

beyond.  To be a part of the Counties ever 

growing mentor scheme and make a differ-

ence to grassroots refereeing please attend 

this workshop.  

Support your local Refer-

ees Association 

Northamptonshire has 3 RA’s who meet on a 

monthly basis for the betterment of referee-

ing within the County and provide various 

other services which could be of benefit to 

you. 

Northampton RA – 1st Thursday of each 
month – Wooton Working Mens Club, High 
Street, Wooton, Northampton, NN4 6LW – 
Northampton RA Website 
Wellingborough, Rushden & District RA – 
2nd Monday of each month – Finedon Kenne-
dy’s, Tower Sports Ground, Irthlingborough 
Road, Finedon, Northamptonshire 

Peterborough RA – 1st Thursday of each 
month – Bushfields Leisure Centre, Peterbor-
ough, PE2 5RQ – Peterborough RA Website 

County Cups 

County Cup games are coming in thick and 

fast, and the Northamptonshire FA County 

Cup handbook was sent out via email a couple 

of weeks ago, anybody who needs another 

copy, please contact me.  To clear up one of 

the most common questions, in all cups 

(apart from the Hillier Senior Cup & the Les 

Underwood Junior Cup) substitutions are roll 

on roll off and clubs can name up to 5 substi-

tutions.  

Please also note that on all county cups, no 

extra time will be played, if the score is level 

at the end of the match, it must go straight to 

kicks from the penalty mark to decide the 

winner of a match as per the laws of the game. 

I’m sure most of you are aware from the ap-
pointments that have come out, but Tony 
Major is the County Appointments Officer 
and all County appointments should be con-
firmed by email to Tony on To-
ny.Major@NorthantsFA.com. 

Competitions Requiring 

Referees 

Midlands Junior Premier League – 13-18 
year olds – Saturday mornings 10:30ko - £30 
inclusive match fee – Contact Stephen Ed-
wards 01327-352495 ste-
phenedwards3@hotmail.com 
MK District Development League – U8-U14 
- £10 - £17 plus 40p per mile – Kevin Britnell 
– soccer@tesco.net 

County Handbooks 

2014/15 

You should have all received the hard copy of 

your handbook in the post over the last week, 

and once again I would like to thank you for 

your patience while these have been coming. 

I hope you have an enjoyable October; good 

luck for the season and if you have any issues 

or ideas, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

We’d also like your thoughts on whether you 

prefer a hard copy, online or mobile app ver-

sion of the handbook next season. 

http://intersoccer.co.uk/
http://www.rwtfootball.co.uk/
http://www.goalsfootball.co.uk/
http://www.powerleague.co.uk/
http://powerplay.co.uk/
http://www.championsoccer.co.uk/
http://footballmundial.com/
http://football-invasion.co.uk/
http://soccersixes.net/
http://playfootball.net/
mailto:Luke.Scott@NorthantsFA.com
http://www.northamptonreferees.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/PeterboroughRefereesAssociation?fref=ts
mailto:Tony.Major@NorthantsFA.com
mailto:Tony.Major@NorthantsFA.com
mailto:stephenedwards3@hotmail.com
mailto:stephenedwards3@hotmail.com
mailto:soccer@tesco.net


 

 

The Referees' Association is an organised group of people involved with Refereeing which is run 

by Referees for the benefit of Referees and is administered from our head Office in Coventry.  

We are organised into 306 local societies in 3 Countries and most of our 13,500 members only experience their local 

society but are safe in the knowledge that we all have the support of our County and National structures.  

Men and women take up refereeing for a number of reasons, some are frustrated footballers while others have come to 

the end of their playing careers and have decided to put something back into the game.  

 

Some start their refereeing at school, whilst others begin a career with the whistle later in life. A very small number of 

us will go to the very top and reach the FA Premier League or International level either as a Referee or as an Assistant 

Referee, most will be active on the local parks or somewhere in between.  

Everyone within the football community whether players, administrators, supporters or Referees all have the same 

objective, that is to participate in and to maximise their enjoyment from the game which we all love.  

It would be fair to say that we referee because we enjoy it. All referees, however, are professional in that we receive a fee for our service and it is only 

right therefore that we show a professional attitude. 

There are several benefits of membership of The Referees' Association. We provide a low cost Insurance Policy, Supplies, Various training and infor-

mation publications, a Benevolent Fund for those of our members who are in need and most importantly, through our network of local societies we 

encourage discussion on the game not only amongst members, but also with various footballing bodies 

 

Insurance 

We operate an extremely low cost Personal Accident Insurance scheme for members which provides insurance cover whilst travelling directly to and 

from a game and during a game, whilst on recognised referees' Society business and also for the theft of refereeing equipment to the value of £200. The 

weekly benefits provided are at the rate of £100 per week if a referee is injured as a result of an accident. The insurance policy only covers UK resident 

members of The Association whilst refereeing in the UK.  

 

Products and Publications 

We stock an extensive range of good quality kit and accessories at competitive prices. Further details of these products and services are given on the RA 

shop pages which are devoted specifically to those items.  

Benevolent Fund 

We hope that our members never need assistance from the Benevolent Fund but, sadly, some of our members do fall on hard times and are in need. 

Whatever the reason for this need the Benevolent Fund is there to assist all of our members.  

 

Local Societies 

Local societies operate like a self-help group where referees meet together to discuss different aspects of the game, we learn from and with each other 

to improve our refereeing skills. Continual in house training on the interpretation and implementation of law helps to improve match day performanc-

es. By discussing Refereeing issues with colleagues from different levels of the game, we are able learn from the experiences of others and to implement 

methods of best practice which will improve our match day performance and increase our enjoyment from the game. Most local societies have a Repre-

sentative on the local league or competition to ensure that problems can be quickly discussed and resolved. 

County Association 

Local societies within a County FA area combine together to form a County Association, which enables them to discuss matters of common interest. 

Most County Associations have a representative on either the Referees' committee or the Board or Council of their parent County Football Association 

National Association 

The 3 National Associations maintain a very close working relationship with their parent National FA and discuss matters with their National FA on 

behalf of members to resolve problems. 

As a referee, you will benefit from the skills, protection, peace of mind, training, insurance and above all the camaraderie that membership of the Refer-

ees' Association will give, we believe that everyone involved in Refereeing should be a member. 

 

PhysioCare 

PhysioCare provides you with fast access to private physiotherapy treatment for an injury without having to go to a GP or an NHS hospital for a referral. 

If you injure yourself whilst refereeing or training then you will be able to access fast, professional, private physiotherapy treatment in accordance with 

the PhysioCare agreement. 

 

Take advantage of our expertise, experience and guidance. We are sure that you will benefit and that reaping the rewards of membership will assist you 

in promoting your career as a referee. 

http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/dmxreadyv2/applications/assets/pdf/The%20RA%20-%20Policy%20Summary%202011%20-%20New%20Logo.pdf
http://www.rashop.co.uk
http://www.rashop.co.uk
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/


 

 

The Northampton Referees’ Association 

Membership Registration Form 

Membership year 1st April 2014 – 31st August 2015 
       

 

 

Guidance Notes: 

Please complete and submit this form ensuring you have included the following; 

a)  Completed Registration Form giving details as requested. 

b)  Cheque or Postal Order payable to “The Northampton Referees’ Association” 

c)  Please post completed forms to the address detailed below. 

d)  Please note the physio fee is in addition to the member fee  

Northampton Referee’s Association 

Interim Honorary Secretary: Wayne Chalmers 

7 Stowe Walk, Parklands, Northampton, NN3 6EE 

Society: Northampton DOB: Date:  

Name:   
 Daytime telephone 

number 
 

Address:   

 

 

 

Email Address: 
 

Type of Remittance 
Fee per 

Member 
Amount 

Full Membership Fee (Inc. RA Insurance) 

 
£28.00  

Non-Active Membership Fee £21.00  

Student Membership Fee (Inc. RA Insurance) £12.00  

Optional PhysioCare  SILVER £25.00  

Optional PhysioCare  GOLD £35.00  

Donation to the Northampton RA Benevolent Fund   

Other (please specify)   

 Total   

http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/dmxreadyv2/applications/assets/pdf/The%20RA%20-%20Policy%20Summary%202011%20-%20New%20Logo.pdf
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx


 

 

FIND US ON            FOLLOW  US  ON 

FACEBOOK   TWITTER 

www.kbsportstherapy.com                           email: kim@kbsportstherapy.com 

10% off for Northampton RA Membership Card holders. 

30 Minute Sports massage for £12.50 (Members Only) 

DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE COVERED IN THE NEWS-

LETTER OR HAVE AN ARTICLE YOU WOULD LIKE PUBLISHED? IF YOU DO, 

PLEASE EMAIL US AT newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

Click on the NFA Logo to be transported to 
the referee section of the NFA website, for 
all of the latest County FA news and infor-
mation. 
 
Contact: 
Peter Nicholson 
Referee Development Officer 
01604 678401 
peter.nicholson@northamptonshirefa.com 

NORTHAMPTON RA CONTACTS                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Chairman:  Brendan Doherty  chairman@northamptonreferees.org.uk Treasurer:  Abdul Kadir  treasurer@northamptonreferees.org.uk           

Secretary:  Wayne Chalmers  secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk Newsletter:  Graham Kinnear  newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

General Queries:  support@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

CAPTION COMPETITION 

DEAR REF! 
Got a problem with your refereeing, or do you have a refereeing issue 

that you need urgently resolving. Perhaps you just need some clarifi-

cation on a point of Law. Well have no fear, Agony 

Ref is here! 

Just send in your refereeing problems to us at 

support@northamptonreferees.org.uk and we 

will attempt to provide a solution to your refer-

eeing woes with total anonymity. 

 REFEREES 

        YOUR RA NEEDS 

 

CLICK THE IMAGE TO DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION 

http://www.facebook.com/Northampton.referees
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fnorthamptonrefereesassociation.wordpress.com%2Fmessage-board%2F&screen_name=northamptonra&source=followbutton&variant=2.0&xd_token=01bffbb3f6a258
http://www.kbsportstherapy.com
mailto:kim@kbsportstherapy.com
http://www.rashop.co.uk/
mailto:newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:peter.nicholson@northamptonshirefa.com
http://www.northamptonshirefa.com/referee
mailto:chairman@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:support@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:support@northamptonreferees.org.uk
http://northamptonrefereesassociation.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/member-form1.pdf

