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Peter Kirkup was crowned as the in-
augural Northampton Referees’ Asso-
ciation Golf Champion, after a crack-
ing day on the perfectly manicured 
course at Brampton Heath Golf Club 
on Tuesday 19th August. 
 
Premiership Assistant Kirkup fended 
off strong challenges from Simon 
Trusler (3rd) and Brendan Doherty 
(2nd) to eventually land the prestig-
ious crown on count back, after tying 
on 35 Stableford Points with the afore 

mentioned Doherty. 
And just to highlight how close the 
line is between success and failure, 
Kirkup’s final point gained on the 18th 
hole was only realised, when he man-
aged to find his wayward tee shot just 
inside the 5 minutes time limit! He 
then managed to scramble a point to 
become the first holder of the Claret 
Jug. 
 
Eleven competitors set out on the 
quest for the “Holy Grail” - well in fact 
it was 10, but Stuart Burt, delayed by 
his previous nights “Beano to Burn-
ley”, was only able to commence his 
round at the 4th hole, thus rendering 
his assault on the title as nigh on im-
possible. 
 
Kirkup showed early signs that it 
might be his day, when he chipped in 
quite nonchalantly at the second hole, 
to ensure that he didn’t even have to 
pull the putter out of the bag. 

 
Doherty meanwhile had started very 
slowly, but his round sprung to life at 
the 5th and 6th holes, where he regis-
tered a net Birdie and net Eagle re-
spectively, to eventually leave himself 
on 16 points at the turn. One shot 
ahead of Kirkup and 3 points up on 
Trusler, who with only 12 points on 
the front nine looked like he may 
have already blown his chances of a 
top 3 finish. 
 
The back nine saw Doherty extend his 
lead with a net birdie at the 10th, 
which set him up nicely to score very 
consistently on his way back to the 
clubhouse, only failing to register a 
point at the Par 4 14th hole, for a back 
nine of 19 points and total score of 35 
points. 
 
Trusler meanwhile was starting to 
find his rhythm, and rattled in net 
Birdies at the 10th, 17th and 18th to 
compliment net Pars and a superb 
net Eagle at the 14th hole (Gross 
Birdie). This saw him resurgent in 
his challenge and post a back nine 
point’s total of 21, giving him a round 
total of 33 points. 
 
Kirkup was not to be denied though, 
and as well as his stroke of good for-
tune on the 18th hole, he also rattled 
in a 15 foot putt on the Par 3 12th to 
register the only 2 on the day and 
carry away the spoils in the 2’s com-
petition. His back nine score of 20 
points was enough to tie with 
Doherty, and with a better score on 
the back nine, he was crowned the 
champion. 
 
Further individual prizes were won 
by Phil Arnold, Graham Kinnear, Pe-
ter Spink and Chris Coles, for the 
nearest the pin and longest drive 

competitions, and the entire day was 
bookended by a full English breakfast 
and copious amounts of chips and 
sandwiches. 
 
A massive thank you for all those who 
too part, and I can’t wait for next 
year’s tournament to see if Mr Kirkup 
can defend his title. 

KIRKUP IS THE KING OF THE COURSE 

Peter Kirkup is presented with the Claret 

Jug by Graham Kinnear 

http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/
http://www.northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk


 

 

Rob Page aka the Whistleblower. Every 
month we have a new edition for the News-
letter. It is guaranteed to give you a laugh 
and show the light-hearted side to referees, 
and what is more….NOBODY is safe from his 
views! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whistleblower Gives It To You Straight! 
 
Sept 2014 
 
Welcome all, to a new football season. I 
trust those of you who have started re’fing 
games already, have made a good start. 
Remember, as I stopped ref’ing at the end 
of last season, I could be assessing you this 
time around. If you can combine the intelli-
gence of Dave Avent, the speed of Wayne 
Chalmers, the man management skills of 
Abdul Kadir and the stamina of Richard 
Armstrong, it will make it easy for 
me……….. to mark you below 40 

I recently made my 4th visit to St George’s 
Park, together with my fellow referee’s 
tutor, Pete Spink. This was an invitational 
get together involving football coaches, 
welfare officers, sports science teachers 
and referee coaches. It was a great day and 
I met some fellow tutors I hadn’t seen for a 
while - and some new faces when we were 
placed into working groups.  

Highlight of the day for me, was the first 
guest speaker, a guy called Rasmus An-
kersen, an author, a keynote speaker and 
an expert on the subject of elite perfor-
mance coaching. He is a co-founder of the 
21st club, who interpret data from top foot-
ball leagues. 

“What could he teach a superb athlete like 
you, Pagey?”  I hear you all cry. 

Well he has certainly lived an exciting life 
so far. Starting out as a footballer, when he 
retired he spent his savings on travelling 

the world to visit the “hotspots” of sporting 
talent. He found that the majority of world-
class middle & long distance runners came 
from very specific parts of Ethiopia and 
Kenya. Areas where kids had to run many 
miles to and from school if they wanted any 
sort of education. 

In Jamaica, when he visited the now fa-
mous Racers Track Club, run by Glen Mills 
and home to sprinting stars Usain Bolt, & 
Yohan Blake; he found far from luxurious 
facilities and a weights room full of old 
equipment. 

In the slum areas of Rio de Janeiro he con-
firmed that the best footballers come from 
the most humble beginnings. 

In other words, the best performers in 
most sports usually come from a back-
ground where they have to work hard and 
not always with the use of the best sporting 
facilities.  

They have the hunger to succeed because 
the options, if they don’t succeed, are very 
limited. 

So the next time you turn up at Racecourse 
Pitch 13 and have a couple of substitutes 
running the line, who really don’t want to 
assistant you – remember, you could be on 
the path to great things! 

 

Rasmus engaged the audience with ease 
and it was easy to see why he is employed, 
by so many blue chip companies, as a moti-
vational speaker. He can claim LEGO, Face-
book, IKEA and financial experts Ernst & 

Young amongst his client base. 

The rest of the day was spent moving 
around the various presentations on offer. I 
attended one on “Developing the Develop-
ers” which looked at feedback and how to 
best use it to your advantage. I then attend-
ed Utilising Technology – which taught me 
about using my iPhone and laptop/tablet, 
to better share tutoring information. Both 
informative and useful. 

For those who had booked it, there was a 
guided tour of the facilities and I urge you 
to take advantage of any opportunity to 
visit this new centre for FA/Sporting excel-
lence. It is a superb set up and well worth a 
visit. 

The tutor sessions ended at about 5:30 and 
with an arrival time of 8:30am it was a full 
day – but well worth it. 

If you want to know more about Rasmus 
Ankersen’s career, read testimonials to his 
prowess and check out his book ‘The Gold 
Mine Effect” – he has a website: 

www.rasmusankersen.com 

Check it out; he talks a lot of sense. 

However, if you have had enough of sense, 
good sporting knowledge & compe-
tence……….. give Snakey a call. 

I also now realise why I didn’t win the NRA 
golf day last week. I live in Mears Ashby, 
whilst the winner - Peter Kirkup - comes 
from the deprived area of Hunsbury!  

See you next month. 
 

Pagey 

 

WHISTLEBLOWER 

Rasmus Ankersen 

Kirkup’s House??? 

http://www.rasmusankersen.com


 

 

 

 

NORTHAMPTON 

REFEREES’ ASSOCIATION 

Today, still wanted BY FOOTBALL TEAMS AROUND THE COUNTY, 

they survive as GUARDIANS OF THE BEAUTIFUL GAME. If you 

have a refereeing problem, if no one else seems to care, 

and if you want TO voice YOUR OPINION, maybe you should 

join...  

The RA-Team 

 

 

 

“DON’T BE A FOOL. JOIN THE RA” SUCKER!” 

FEES FOR 2014 to 2015 ARE NOW DUE 

Northampton RA are committed to providing a platform for referees of all levels and ages to 
develop their refereeing careers. Our membership offers a wealth of experience and 

knowledge, which provides a superb social environment within which to improve all aspects 
of your refereeing experience. 

Membership also provides insurance cover and the opportunity to attend our monthly meet-
ings at which a superb range of Guest Speakers can be engaged. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR SECRETARY WAYNE CHALMERS AT 

wayne_chalmers@hotmail.com or secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk or WRITE TO 

WAYNE AT 7 STOWE WALK, PARKLANDS, NORTHAMPTON, NN3 6EE 

mailto:wayne_chalmers@hotmail.com
mailto:secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk


 

 

The FA guidelines for Assistant Referees – 

fouls in and around the penalty area 
 

Some assistant referees use a flag across the chest to signal a penalty kick (see right). This signal is not in the 
Laws of the Game and is not approved by FIFA, UEFA and is used by very few (if any) other FAs.  
Use of the signal draws unnecessary attention to the assistant referee which can create dissent and management 
problems. It also potentially creates conflict if used at the same time as the referee is indicating/deciding not to 
award a penalty kick. 
The FA Referees’ Committee (in consultation with PGMOL) has thus decided that this signal should no longer be 
used and the following procedure should be adopted. 
 
Penalty Kick 
 
When a foul is committed by a defending player near to or inside the penalty 
area, the assistant referee should first make eye contact with the referee to 
establish their position and actions. In situations where: 
 

  it is clear that the referee has not seen the foul, and 

  the assistant referee is better placed to make the judgement, and 
 a flag signal is necessary to indicate publicly that a foul has taken place, 
 
the actions of the assistant referee should be as follows: 
 
If the foul is INSIDE the penalty area:  
 

  the assistant referee should raise the flag in the same hand that will be used for the  remainder of the 
 signal and agitate/wave  the flag to indicate a foul has been committed 

  the flag should NOT be placed across the chest.   

  where available it is recommended that the electronic beep is used and/or the ‘communication system’ is 
 used to advise  “penalty, penalty, penalty” 

  following the signal for the foul the assistant referee should make a clear physical movement along the 
 touchline towards the  corner flag post keeping alert in case the referee does not see or over-rules the 
 flag signal 
 If the referee awards the penalty the assistant referee should stand just in front of the corner flag post until 
 the situation is  calm and only then move to the standard position. 
 
If the foul is OUTSIDE the penalty area:  
 

  the assistant referee should raise the flag in the same hand that will also be used for the remainder of the 
 signal and agitate/ wave the flag to indicate a foul has been committed 

  where available it is recommended that the electronic  beep is used and/or the ‘communication system’ is 
 used to advise  “attacking free kick, outside, outside, outside” 
 following the signal for the foul the assistant referee should make a clear physical movement along the 
 touchline towards the  halfway line to a position level with the front edge of the penalty area and stand 
 still 
 
IN or OUT?? 
Where a referee penalises a defender near the boundary of the penalty area and seeks guidance from an assistant 
referee concerning the exact location of the offence, if in a credible position to assist, the assistant referee’s action 
should be as outlined  above without the flag being raised. 
 
SUMMARY 
There is no ‘special’ assistant referee flag signal for a penalty kick.  When the foul is clearly inside the penalty ar-
ea, if needed, the ‘normal’ indication for a foul should be followed by a clear physical movement to the goal line – 
the flag should not be placed across the chest.  When the foul is outside the penalty area, if needed, the assistant 
referee should make a clear physical movement to a position level with the front edge of the penalty area. 



 

 

In the last issue of the 2013/14 season we 

sent hearty congratulations to all referee’s 

who had received promotions at the end 

of that season. Well so we thought! Unfor-

tunately we must apologise to Paul Jack-

son who also received a promotion at the 

end of the 2014 season (Level 7 to Level 

6), but for some inexplicable reason was 

not on the list given to our Editor! So apol-

ogies Mr Jackson, and a belated well done 

from all at the NRA. 

Needless to say, our Editor is very dissat-

isfied at receiving poor information! How-

ever, as is the mantra of every media hack, 

we never reveal our sources! ED. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

REFEREE PROMOTIONS 

Peter Nicholson pictured with Referee of the Year Sam Brough, along with the 2 

Runners up Tom Beeton (Peterborough) and Steve Biggs from Earls Barton. 

Referee of the Year 2013/14 

 
 
 

PITCH-BASED SPEED TRAINING 
 

 

This training session has been designed to improve referee-specific anaerobic fitness   
(speed).   It   is   an   interval-based   training   session   comprising   12 repetitions of 
short but explosive runs interspersed with plenty of recovery. 

 

 

You should put all your effort into the sprinting elements of the session but the train-
ing session, on the whole, is not especially demanding. 
 

 

 

Exercise 1 - Accelerations 
 

Perform 6 repetitions of the exercise below, as follows: 
o Gently accelerate up through ‘the gears’, starting from a slow jog in the 1st 

section and building up to a near-maximal sprint through the last section 
o Recover for 90 seconds between each repetition (<65% HRmax) 

 
 
 

Exercise 2 – Hollow Sprints 
 

Perform 6 repetitions of the exercise below, as follows: 
o Sprint 10m, ‘cruise’ 10m, sprint 10m, ‘cruise’ 10m, sprint 10m 
o Recovery fully between each repetition (65% HRmax) 

 



 

 

Welcome to the Northamptonshire FA Refer-

ees Update for September, and with the new 

season now in full swing, I hope everything is 

going well in terms of your refereeing. 

As of today 411 referees have registered with 

us, and with over 75% of those being done 

through the new Whole Game System, which 

is very impressive, so thank you for persever-

ing with the system, and I hope you will agree 

once the few minor glitches are sorted, it will 

be a very valuable resource to us as referees, 

which will save us time and effort. 

On the subject of the Whole Game System, 

can I remind everyone that the expected 

method of reporting cautions and send-

ings off, is through the Whole Game Sys-

tem and not the old excel spreadsheet. 

Please follow the steps in the guide below, 

and if anyone does have any issues in this 

process, do let me know as soon as possible 

and I will get back to you with a solution if I 

can. 

WGS Misconduct Reporting (Now Available 

for Use)  

Misconduct Report Writing Guide 
Aide Memoir to Misconduct Reports 

Request Access to Member Services (if not 
already register this should allow access to 
WGS once complete) 

Password Reset 

 To access the new system simply click on the 

Whole Game system button shown below and 

then enter your login details.  

Can I remind all referees to check their details 

on this and update addresses, e-mails, tele-

phone numbers, closed dates etc.  It is your 

responsibility to keep your information up to 

date on the system, and any changes can be 

made through the Whole Game System. 

 

 

 

Criminal Records Checks 

(CRC) 

As you will be aware, we currently require 

existing Referees with pre 2010 CRB checks 

to renew these as soon as possible if they 

wish to officiate youth matches or youth and 

Adult football.  Any referees (over the age 

of 16) without an in date CRC (CRB) must 

NOT referee any youth matches.  If you are 

unsure about any of this, or if you would like 

some help renewing or registering for the 

first time, please do not hesitate to contact 

me.  Please note: All youth leagues have been 

informed and are aware and will not be ap-

pointing any officials without an in date/up to 

date CRC - this applies to any referees, asses-

sors, mentors, coaches & tutors who will be 

operating in youth football, no matter how 

regular or infrequently this season. 

Northampton Town FC   

Referee Academy 

I am pleased to announce the launch of the 
brand new Referee Academy based at North-
ampton Town FC.  The academy will target 
high potential referees who are looking to 
progress up the promotion ladder.  It will act 
as the Counties first step in terms of Referee 
talent identification and each referee will 
have a coach at each game to help them devel-
op and get used to operating in a team of 3 
officials.  Any recommendations for referees 
who might be included for consideration in 
the academy set up should be sent to me: 
Luke.Scott@NorthantsFA.com.  This is a very 
exciting opportunity for our referees, and a 
chance for the County to invest in the future 
of our up and coming referees.  Anyone want-
ing to be involved in the academy, be it as a 
mentor, coach or referee, should contact me 
to register their interest. 
 

Accredited Referee      

Training 

FA Mentors Workshop – With the introduc-

tion of the Northamptonshire FA referee 

academy, we are looking to recruit mentors 

for this, and leagues across the Coun-

ty.  Please register your interest with me via 

email. No one should be acting as a mentor 

for a referee without doing this workshop. 

FA Assessors Course – If you are interested 

in becoming a member of the Assessor work-

force and playing an active part in supporting 

referees through their promotions, please 

contact me and a course will be set up once 

enough interest is generated. 

Futsal Referee conversion course – With 

more and more Futsal running across the 

County, we are always looking to recruit 

more Futsal referees. It’s a fast paced, indoor 

version of the game, and our conversion 

course is FREE of charge, so please contact 

me to reserve your place.  If you’ve not seen 

or experienced the game then add ‘Futsal’ in 

to any search engine or YouTube.  Our FIRST 

Futsal Conversion course is running: 

Venue: Moulton College 

Date: Monday 29th September 2014 - 18:00 

start 

Cost: Free 

Basic Referees Courses   

We still have places remaining on the follow-

ing basic referees courses, if you know of 

anyone interested in becoming a referee, 

please point them in the right direction. 

Peterborough – Bushfields Leisure Centre 

– 19th, 20th & 21st September 

Raunds FC – 3rd, 4th & 5th October 

County FA Perception Survey 

In order to continue to improve the standard 
of football with Northamptonshire, please 
could you complete a short survey so that we 
can continue to assess how we are perform-
ing as a County FA. The survey is now live and 
only takes a couple of minutes to complete, 
http://criticalsurveys.co.uk/scripts/
dkwebserve_adv.cgi?survey=4952w 
 

County Cups 

Please note County Cup appointments have 
begun to filter out to referees via the Full 
Time system, please ensure that you confirm 
acceptance of your appointments to Refer-
ees@NorthamptonshireFA.com.  
 

Competitions Requiring 

Referees 

Midlands Junior Premier League – 13-18 
year olds – Saturday mornings 10:30ko - £30 
inclusive match fee – Contact Stephen Ed-
wards 01327-352495 ste-
phenedwards3@hotmail.com. 
MK Dons Girls Centre of Excellence – U11-
U17 – Saturday mornings 10:30ko – Espe-
cially THIS SATURDAY 06/09/2014 – con-
tact Charlene Ward 01908 622887 - 
07894587313 – char-
lene.ward@mkdonsset.com 
 

County Handbooks 

2014/15 

Please note that the County Handbook will be 

out slightly later than normal this season, this 

is due to some ongoing issues around affilia-

tion, and the need for the handbook to be as 

up to date as possible. We appreciate your 

understanding in this matter.  We’d also like 

your thoughts on whether you prefer a hard 

copy, online or mobile app version of the 

handbook next season. 

I hope you have an enjoyable September; 

good luck for the season and if you have any 

issues or ideas, please do not hesitate to con-

tact me. 

Luke Scott Luke.Scott@NorthantsFA.com 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE FA REFEREES UPDATE 

http://www.thefa.com/my-football/more/whole-game/referee-reporting
http://www.thefa.com/~/media/my-football-resources/referee/a-guide-misconduct-report-writing.ashx
http://www.thefa.com/~/media/Files/PDF/Get%20into%20Football/Referees/Misconduct%20Reports/FACaution-SendOffGuide-1Sept2009.ashx/FACaution-SendOffGuide-1Sept2009.pdf
https://www.berks-bucksfa.com/MembersServices/Templates/SystemTemplates/MembersServices/RequestAccess.aspx?t=referee
http://www.thefa.com/account/RequestPasswordReset
mailto:Luke.Scott@NorthantsFA.com
http://criticalsurveys.co.uk/scripts/dkwebserve_adv.cgi?survey=4952w
http://criticalsurveys.co.uk/scripts/dkwebserve_adv.cgi?survey=4952w
mailto:Referees@NorthamptonshireFA.com
mailto:Referees@NorthamptonshireFA.com
mailto:stephenedwards3@hotmail.com
mailto:stephenedwards3@hotmail.com
mailto:charlene.ward@mkdonsset.com
mailto:charlene.ward@mkdonsset.com
mailto:Luke.Scott@NorthantsFA.com
https://wholegame.thefa.com/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2f


 

 

 

Well, by the time you get to read this 
article the season will be well under 
way in various guises. For those of 
you have been fortunate enough to 
get FA Cup appointments, well done 
so wear your county tie and badge 
with pride. 

I would also like to send congratula-
tions to Stuart Burt, not only on his 
appointment to the Community 
Shield match at Wembley Stadium, 
but for another fantastic appoint-
ment to the UEFA Super Cup final 
between Real Madrid and Sevilla at 
the Cardiff City Stadium. Well done 

Stuart, it proves that hard work along 
with sacrifice helps you get where 
you want in the end, along with a 
little ability of course ;-) 

Just to let you know (although you 
probably already know) that I was 
asked to stand as chairman for a 
third term and it was something I 
gave great thought to. I honestly 
thought I ‘had done my bit’ so to 
speak but I was aware that we were 
going to possibly go through a few 
changes for the Northampton Refer-
ees’ Association and along with Stu-
art Burt’s (Vice Chairman) ever in-
creasing workload, it would be diffi-
cult for him to take over straight 
away so, as I say, after a lot of 
thought I accepted the ‘invitation’. 

One of the possible changes we are 

looking at is the National RA and 
whether it is worth us looking else-
where. We are looking at the insur-
ance policies in place as well as other 
benefits we currently receive from 
them. There are a few RAs who have 
separated from the National and 
there are various reasons for this, 
one is as stated above. We only have 
to look at the national RA supplies 
shop, which has been outsourced to 
see that the trend seems to be that 
they are in a decline at the moment 
so watch this space as we will keep 
you posted as and when we get any 
more news. 

Another change is the current venue, 
which we are using at Wootton Hall 
Sports & Social Club. Last year we 
wrote to the committee of this or-
ganisation asking if we could book 
the room for a three period keeping 
the same cost, £50.00 per meeting 
for that period. There were rumours 
that the site may be knocked down 
with houses being built on it but we 
were concerned about increase in 
costs as well. We were informed that 
the committee had received an offer 
from an unnamed party to also book 
the room on the same night as us but 
they were prepared to pay £70.00 
per meeting. The RA Management 
Committee decided to look at other 
venues so we weren’t left without a 
meeting place if this should happen. 
Various committee members made 
enquiries but the one that stood out 
was the Wootton Working Men’s 
Club in Wootton Village. We have 
since held a Centre of Excellence 
(more on that in a bit) meeting and 
the room we have been allocated 
was very well received by those in 
attendance so we have decided to 
take this room on board starting 
from our October meeting. The WMC 
have offered the room free of charge 
as well so that’s a whopping saving of 
£500.00 straight away which we 
hope to be able to use for members’ 

benefits. The first meeting of the sea-
son is still at the existing venue, 
which will be an outside session so 
hopefully we will have seen a lot of 
you in attendance. 

I can now inform you that the cur-
rent Centre of Excellence is now no 
longer in existence but do not worry, 
the C of E has now joined up with the 
Academy being set up by Luke Scott 
the new Referees Development 
Officer. This will be with the support 
of Northampton Town FC. There will 
be some news about this out to you 
all shortly (If not already) so all in all 
these are some of the reasons I de-
cided to take on the challenge of a 
third term as Chairman. I hope it’s 
going to be a successful challenge 
but I cannot do it alone, we ALL need 
to put something forward for us to 
take the Northampton RA even fur-
ther than we have managed over the 
last two years or so.  

We have also secured a deal with a 
local printing company for some Polo 
Shirts for our RA. I will bring the 
specimen sample to the September 
meeting for you to look at. I have had 
a good uptake so far so hopefully we 
can sell quite a few of these so we 
can all look smart together. I antici-
pate the cost to be £13.50 per shirt 
of which approximately £2.00 per 
shirt will be donated to the Referees’ 
Association Benevolent Fund. 

I hope to see you at our meeting in 
September and then from October in 
our new venue. Wishing you all the 
very best for the season and may 
your hopes and dreams come true. 

All the best, 

Brendan. 

CHAIRMAN’S CORNER 



 

 NEXT MONTH WE PROFILE :    ??????????????????????????????? 

Referee Courses Are Scheduled For The Following Dates: 

September 5th, 6th & 7th 

at Northamptonshire FA HQ 

September 19th, 20th & 21st 

at Bushfield Leisure Centre, Peterborough 

October 3rd, 4th & 5th 

at Raunds FC, Northampton 

For further information contact Luke Scott at 
the Northamptonshire FA on 01604 678401 

REFEREE 

COURSES 

Congratulations to Stuart Burt on a hat-trick of fan-

tastic appointments in August and Early September. 

Firstly, Stuart was appointed to the 92nd FA Com-

munity Shield Final at Wembley Stadium on the 10th 

August, a match contested between Premiership 

Champions Manchester City and FA Cup Winners 

Arsenal. 

Then appointment 

number two saw our 

man entrusted with 

holding the flag at the 

Millennium Stadium, 

Cardiff for the 39th 

UEFA Super Cup game 

between UEFA Champi-

ons League Winners 

Real Madrid and the 

UEFA Europa Cup Win-

ners Sevilla, on 12th 

August. 

And if that was not enough, Burty was also named as 

Assistant Referee for the International Friendly on 

the 4th September, between Belgium and Australia! 

Strewth Mate!! 

Well done Stuart. We don’t want you to slip up!! 

CLICK HERE to see Burty in action!!! 

BURT IS ON THE 

UP AND UP! 

 

 

REFEREE PROFILE 
  

Name Mark Wardell 

Referee Level Level 3 

When did you start refer-
eeing and how did you 
get into it? 

2003. Finished playing and wanted to 
stay in football 

Where was your first 
game and who were the 
two teams? 

Can’t remember the teams, but it was at 
Spencer Park, Rushden in 2003 

Which is the best ground 
you have officiated at? 

The Den, Millwall FC 

What has been your 
most memorable refer-
eeing moment? 

Coming on as an Assistant Referee at 
Luton Town in the FA Cup 4th Qualifying 
Round when the original Assistant got 
injured 

What has been your 
worst refereeing mo-
ment? 

Sending off a player at Bourne FC and 
realising that I had no red card in my 
pocket! 

Which person or people 
have helped you the 
most in refereeing? 

Ian Rathbone & Andy Tonks 

What are your future 
refereeing goals? 

To justify my promotion to Level 3…for a 
start! 

What would be the best 
advice you would give to 
new referees? 

Always seek advice. We have an abun-
dance of excellent referees in the County 

If you could change one 
of the Laws of the Game, 
what would it be and 
why? 

Not sending a player off for a DOGSO, if 
the result of the foul is a penalty kick. I 
feel that currently the offending team 
gets punished twice 

Who is or was your 
sporting hero? 

Teddy Sherringham (Millwall) 

Favourite sport (other 
than football)? 

Cricket 

Favourite food and 
drink? 

Vegetable Curry & Cider 

Favourite Film? The Godfather Films 

Favourite Music/ Band? The Smiths/ Morrissey 

Favourite Referee? Michael Oliver 

If you could be invisible 
for one day, what would 
you do? 

Sit in on Ian Holloway’s pre-match talk 

http://youtu.be/BxYhXpZmAy0


 

 

 

NRA Meeting Schedule 
 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT VENUE CHANGE!!!! 
 

We are moving our meeting venue. After many years at Wootton Hall, it is time to move on,                                                                                                                  

and we will now be holding ALL our future meetings at the following venue; 

WOOTTON WORKING MENS CLUB 

High Street, Wootton, Northampton, NN4 6LW 

01604 761863 

Parking Spaces at the Club are limited, however there is street parking available. 

Thursday 2nd October 19:30 start 

Mary Harmer 
Mary Harmer is a Student at the University of Bedfordshire. A  Level 4 referee, originally 

from Norfolk, Mary became a referee after completing the Duke of Edinburgh award in 

2009.Moving to Bedford in 2012 to begin a sports degree, Mary has since been promoted 

to Level 4 as a Referee, and Level 2 as a Tutor. Mary is very enthusiastic about referee de-

velopment, and the opportunities available to us all as referees 

Thursday 6th November 19:30 start 

Peter Willey 
Born 6th December 1949 in Sedgefield, County Durham, Peter played County Cricket 
for Northamptonshire and Leicestershire and Test Cricket for England. 
A right-handed batsman and right-arm offbreak bowler, he made his Test Debut on 
22nd July 1976. After his playing career ended, he became an Umpire, progressing to 
Test level in 1996. 
Although widely respected, he got tired of the constant travelling, and decided to leave the international panel to spend 
more time with his family. However, as of the 2011 season he remains an umpire on the English first class list. 
His son David Willey has gone on to be a professional cricketer, making a half century on his debut for Northamptonshire 
County Cricket Club against Leicestershire Cricket Club. 

NRA Meeting Thursday 4th December 19:00 start 

NRA Quiz Night 
 

Northampton Referees’ Association Annual Quiz will be held a 
Wootton Working Mens Club on the 4th December 2014. 

The quiz will start at 7pm and there will be a few little twists on the night to keep you all 
entertained! Cost is £5 per person for members and £7 per person for non-members, 

which includes quiz entry and the buffet. 



 

 

The Referees' Association is an organised group of people involved with Refereeing which is run 

by Referees for the benefit of Referees and is administered from our head Office in Coventry.  

We are organised into 306 local societies in 3 Countries and most of our 13,500 members only experience their local 

society but are safe in the knowledge that we all have the support of our County and National structures.  

Men and women take up refereeing for a number of reasons, some are frustrated footballers while others have come to 

the end of their playing careers and have decided to put something back into the game.  

 

Some start their refereeing at school, whilst others begin a career with the whistle later in life. A very small number of 

us will go to the very top and reach the FA Premier League or International level either as a Referee or as an Assistant 

Referee, most will be active on the local parks or somewhere in between.  

Everyone within the football community whether players, administrators, supporters or Referees all have the same 

objective, that is to participate in and to maximise their enjoyment from the game which we all love.  

It would be fair to say that we referee because we enjoy it. All referees, however, are professional in that we receive a fee for our service and it is only 

right therefore that we show a professional attitude. 

There are several benefits of membership of The Referees' Association. We provide a low cost Insurance Policy, Supplies, Various training and infor-

mation publications, a Benevolent Fund for those of our members who are in need and most importantly, through our network of local societies we 

encourage discussion on the game not only amongst members, but also with various footballing bodies 

 

Insurance 

We operate an extremely low cost Personal Accident Insurance scheme for members which provides insurance cover whilst travelling directly to and 

from a game and during a game, whilst on recognised referees' Society business and also for the theft of refereeing equipment to the value of £200. The 

weekly benefits provided are at the rate of £100 per week if a referee is injured as a result of an accident. The insurance policy only covers UK resident 

members of The Association whilst refereeing in the UK.  

 

Products and Publications 

We stock an extensive range of good quality kit and accessories at competitive prices. Further details of these products and services are given on the RA 

shop pages which are devoted specifically to those items.  

Benevolent Fund 

We hope that our members never need assistance from the Benevolent Fund but, sadly, some of our members do fall on hard times and are in need. 

Whatever the reason for this need the Benevolent Fund is there to assist all of our members.  

 

Local Societies 

Local societies operate like a self-help group where referees meet together to discuss different aspects of the game, we learn from and with each other 

to improve our refereeing skills. Continual in house training on the interpretation and implementation of law helps to improve match day performanc-

es. By discussing Refereeing issues with colleagues from different levels of the game, we are able learn from the experiences of others and to implement 

methods of best practice which will improve our match day performance and increase our enjoyment from the game. Most local societies have a Repre-

sentative on the local league or competition to ensure that problems can be quickly discussed and resolved. 

County Association 

Local societies within a County FA area combine together to form a County Association, which enables them to discuss matters of common interest. 

Most County Associations have a representative on either the Referees' committee or the Board or Council of their parent County Football Association 

National Association 

The 3 National Associations maintain a very close working relationship with their parent National FA and discuss matters with their National FA on 

behalf of members to resolve problems. 

As a referee, you will benefit from the skills, protection, peace of mind, training, insurance and above all the camaraderie that membership of the Refer-

ees' Association will give, we believe that everyone involved in Refereeing should be a member. 

 

PhysioCare 

PhysioCare provides you with fast access to private physiotherapy treatment for an injury without having to go to a GP or an NHS hospital for a referral. 

If you injure yourself whilst refereeing or training then you will be able to access fast, professional, private physiotherapy treatment in accordance with 

the PhysioCare agreement. 

 

Take advantage of our expertise, experience and guidance. We are sure that you will benefit and that reaping the rewards of membership will assist you 

in promoting your career as a referee. 

http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/dmxreadyv2/applications/assets/pdf/The%20RA%20-%20Policy%20Summary%202011%20-%20New%20Logo.pdf
http://www.rashop.co.uk
http://www.rashop.co.uk
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/


 

 

The Northampton Referees’ Association 

Membership Registration Form 

Membership year 1st April 2014 – 31st August 2015 
       

 

 

Guidance Notes: 

Please complete and submit this form ensuring you have included the following; 

a)  Completed Registration Form giving details as requested. 

b)  Cheque or Postal Order payable to “The Northampton Referees’ Association” 

c)  Please post completed forms to the address detailed below. 

d)  Please note the physio fee is in addition to the member fee  

Northampton Referee’s Association 

Interim Honorary Secretary: Wayne Chalmers 

7 Stowe Walk, Parklands, Northampton, NN3 6EE 

Society: Northampton DOB: Date:  

Name:   
 Daytime telephone  

Address:   

 

 

Postcode:   

 

Email Address: 

Refereeing Level: 

 

Type of Remittance 
Fee per 

Member 
Amount 

Full Membership Fee (Inc. RA Insurance) 

 
£28.00  

Non-Active Membership Fee £21.00  

Student Membership Fee (Inc. RA Insurance) £12.00  

Optional PhysioCare  SILVER £25.00  

Optional PhysioCare  GOLD £35.00  

Donation to the Northampton RA Benevolent Fund   

Other (please specify)   

 Total   

http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/dmxreadyv2/applications/assets/pdf/The%20RA%20-%20Policy%20Summary%202011%20-%20New%20Logo.pdf
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx


 

 

FIND US ON            FOLLOW  US  ON 

FACEBOOK   TWITTER 

www.kbsportstherapy.com                           email: kim@kbsportstherapy.com 

10% off for Northampton RA Membership Card holders. 

30 Minute Sports massage for £12.50 (Members Only) 

DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE COVERED IN THE NEWS-

LETTER OR HAVE AN ARTICLE YOU WOULD LIKE PUBLISHED? IF YOU DO, 

PLEASE EMAIL US AT newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

Click on the NFA Logo to be transported to 
the referee section of the NFA website, for 
all of the latest County FA news and infor-
mation. 
 
Contact: 
Peter Nicholson 
Referee Development Officer 
01604 678401 
peter.nicholson@northamptonshirefa.com 

NORTHAMPTON RA CONTACTS                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Chairman:  Brendan Doherty  chairman@northamptonreferees.org.uk Treasurer:  Abdul Kadir  treasurer@northamptonreferees.org.uk           

Secretary:  Wayne Chalmers  secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk Newsletter:  Graham Kinnear  newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

General Queries:  support@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

CAPTION COMPETITION 

DEAR REF! 
Got a problem with your refereeing, or do you have a refereeing issue 

that you need urgently resolving. Perhaps you just need some clarifi-

cation on a point of Law. Well have no fear, Agony 

Ref is here! 

Just send in your refereeing problems to us at 

support@northamptonreferees.org.uk and we 

will attempt to provide a solution to your refer-

eeing woes with total anonymity. 

 REFEREES 

        YOUR RA NEEDS 

 

CLICK THE IMAGE TO DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION 

http://www.facebook.com/Northampton.referees
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fnorthamptonrefereesassociation.wordpress.com%2Fmessage-board%2F&screen_name=northamptonra&source=followbutton&variant=2.0&xd_token=01bffbb3f6a258
http://www.kbsportstherapy.com
mailto:kim@kbsportstherapy.com
http://www.rashop.co.uk/
mailto:newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:peter.nicholson@northamptonshirefa.com
http://www.northamptonshirefa.com/referee
mailto:chairman@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:support@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:support@northamptonreferees.org.uk
http://northamptonrefereesassociation.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/member-form1.pdf

