
Northamptonshire FA Referee Update March 2015 

Welcome to the Northamptonshire FA Referee update for March 2015.  As we are over 75% 

through the current season, and the new promotion season is upon us, I hope this newsletter 

finds you well, and in a good mind-set to finish the season strongly.  As always, if you have 

any information, or good news stories that you would like distributing to all registered 

referees within the County, please do forward that onto me via email, and I will be more than 

happy to include it in this newsletter. 

March is a busy period for match officials, with postponed games being rearranged for 

midweeks, and the additional administration in terms of referee re-registration all being at the 

forefront of our minds.  . 

Referee Registration 

Referees will only be able to re-register via the Whole Game System for the 2015/16 

season.  There will be a Whole Game System support workshop for all referees on Monday 

30
th

 March at 19:00.  This will be available via Webex, or referees can also come into the 

offices for help and support on how to use the system. 

Referees re-registration will be available to everyone from Monday 23
rd

 

March on the Whole Game System. 

CRB/CRC/DBS 

Any referees (over the age of 16) without an in date CRC (CRB) must NOT referee any 

youth matches. 

Please see above the date at which your current CRC is valid.  If your date is showing as 

2012 or earlier, you must now renew you CRC if you intend to referee, or be involved in 

youth football in any capacity.  This is a legal requirement of all referees involved in youth 

football, and there will be no exceptions.  You will not be allowed to re-register as a 

referee for the upcoming 2015/16 season if your CRC is not up to date, so please take 

the time to go through the process now, before the re-registration window opens.  If you 

need to renew your CRC, please contact me via email, and I will send out the relevant 

documents to you.  It is a simple online process for you to follow, and it is completely free of 

charge, as Northamptonshire FA cover the cost for all match officials. 

Northamptonshire FA Referee Awards 

Northamptonshire FA are once again running their Community Awards this year, and one of 

the prestigious awards to be presented is the Referee of the Year award.  I am currently 

looking for nominations for a deserved winner of this award, so if you think you know of 

someone who fits the bill for this award, please do let me know.  Nominations are to be made 

by email to Luke.Scott@NorthantsFA.com, detailing who you are nominating, and a brief 

description (no more than 100 words) of why they deserve the award.  The deadline for 

nominations is 27
th

 March 2015, so please make sure I have plenty of nominations to choose 

from!  

mailto:luke.scott@northantsfa.com
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Promotion 2015/16 

The new promotion season started on 1
st
 March 2015, and we have a number of candidates 

who have applied for promotion this season. However, I have had a number of people who 

have expressed an interest in the promotion since the deadline passed, so I have decided to 

extend the deadline until Wednesday 18
th

 March at 17:00. No further applications will be 

accepted after this date.  If you require another copy of the promotion pack for 2015/16, or 

further information on the promotion process, please do not hesitate to email me. 

Reporting Misconduct 

All misconduct reports must now be done via the Whole Game System (please click on the 

logo above and save the webpage to your favourites).  It is important that all referees become 

fully competent in the use of the system, as in the next month, we will no longer be able to 

accept misconduct via the email inbox discipline@northamptonshirefa.com.  With this in 

mind, I will be running a Whole Game System workshop on Monday 30
th

 March, 

19:00.  This will be taking place as a Webex, online meeting, or you are more than welcome 

to come to the Northants FA offices and see me.  If you are planning on coming to the office, 

please do email me to let me know, so I can have an idea of numbers.  Please also note that 

the Whole Game System will be the only method of referees re-registering for the season 

2015/16, so please embrace this help to ensure you are ready for the new season when it 

comes around. 

You will also find a number of useful links below: 

WGS Misconduct Reporting (Now Available for Use)  

 

Misconduct Report Writing Guide 

 

Aide Memoir to Misconduct Reports 

Request Access to Member Services (if not already register this should allow access to WGS 

once complete) 

Password Reset 

Recent Events: 

Match Officials Cup Final Evening 

Thursday 26
th
 February saw the annual Match Officials Cup Final evening, for all referees 

who have received a County Cup Final appointment this season.  The evening was a 

celebration of the successful season each of the individuals in the room had, and the 

appointments were also revealed on the evening, and the various teams of officials took the 

opportunity to get to know each other before the big day came around.  There were also 6 

interactive training sessions lasting 15 minutes each, varying from Pre match procedures at 

Cup Finals, Qualities of an Assistant Referee to Clip Analysis.  The sessions were aimed to 

bring in some Continuous Professional Development for the Officials involved in the 
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evening, and most importantly give them a strong base knowledge of best practice for when 

their final comes along. 

Basic Referees Courses 

Half term was a very busy week for the tutor workforce in the County, we were out 

delivering 2 courses throughout the week, one in Peterborough, and one at Corby.  Both 

courses were full, and saw all candidates successfully pass the exam and move onto the local 

leagues in the areas.  These courses adopted the new FA Referees Course approach to 

delivery, and all of the candidates seemed to thoroughly enjoy the practicality of the course, 

and being outside on the field of play rather than cooped up in a classroom for the two 

days.  To see a video showing what to expect from the course, please click here. 

FA Referee Assessor In Service training 

The start of this new promotion season sees the introduction of the FA’s new assessor scheme 

for level 7-6 & 6-5 promotions. The new scheme is a national scheme being adopted by all 

County FA’s, and it sees assessors moving away from the old method of scoring referees out 

of 100, to the new method of a tick box system, where at the end of the report, the assessor 

ticks a box stating whether they feel that performance was “above standard”, “standard 

expected” or “below standard”.  This makes the assessment focussed more around developing 

referees, and makes it easier for referees to identify areas in which they need to work on in 

order to reach the next level. 

Northamptonshire FA is always looking to recruit more assessors, so if you are interested in 

helping to develop the potential stars of the future, through constructive and practical 

feedback, then please send me a short resume of your career via email, and then, once certain 

criteria and geographical needs are met, I will endeavour to get you added to the group and 

then on a course in the future. 

Upcoming events: 

FA Mentors Workshop 

We are currently looking to recruit a mentor’s workforce which will help to support our up 

and coming referees straight off the Referees Course, and any other referees who require 

support.  A mentors role is to support and offer basic guidance in the early days of a referees 

career, and the ultimate aim is to increase our retention of referees.  Mentors are a vitally 

important role within the County, and following attending a mentor’s workshop with the 

County FA and becoming part of the mentors scheme, match fees will be paid to mentors to 

make it worth their while.  If mentoring is something that you would be interested in, please 

email me, and I will give you details of the next workshop.  There is no requirement in terms 

of minimum level of experience & level etc. so this opportunity is open to everyone across 

the County who wants to help develop referees. 

New FA Referees Course 

 

https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=667777626684592&set=vb.205264242935935&type=2&theater
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Northamptonshire FA is launching the brand new FA Referees course this March.  As 1 of 12 

Pilot Counties across the Country we will be running our very first FA Referees Course 

following the syllabus and format.  The syllabus is much more practical, and 90% of the work 

done by the candidates will be done in an outdoor environment on a field of play, which is 

much more relevant to refereeing, as opposed to being stuck in a class room.  Following 

feedback from previous examples of practical training, the candidates are more engaged, and 

enjoy the experience much more.  For further information on the upcoming course, please 

visit the website here, or email me.  The dates of the course are 17
th
 March (19:00-22:00) 22

nd
 

March (09:00-16:30) & 29
th
 March (09:00-16:30), taking place at Moulton College, 

Northampton. 

Northampton Town Referee Academy training evening 

Northamptonshire FA runs a Referee Academy in conjunction with the Northampton Town 

FC academy.  The academy involves referees taking charge of the Northampton Town FC 

youth team games, from under 16’s and below.  The games take place on a Sunday morning, 

and there is always a mentor present to help offer guidance and advice to the referees on the 

day.  The referees who are part of this scheme find it an extremely useful setting for them to 

develop and improve their skills as a referee and help them progress further up the ladder.  As 

part of the academy, we are running a training evening for all referees involved on Thursday 

26
th

 March at Sixfields stadium starting at 19:00.  If you would like to attend this evening, 

and you are not currently a member of the academy, please do let me know and you will be 

more than welcome to attend, and potentially join the academy. 

Regional Development Group Meeting 

On Sunday 29
th

 March, Northamptonshire FA will be hosting the FA’s National Referee 

Development Group meeting.  The group hosts some of the Countries most promising match 

officials, and gives them lots of development opportunities, aimed at level 4,5 & high 

potential level 6 referees.  The meeting will have high profile officials such as Kevin Friend 

& John Brooks in attendance.  If anyone would like the opportunity to come along to this 

event and see what the day is about, and learn lots, please let me know via email, and I will 

give you the full details, and make sure there is space available for you on the day, but please 

do not just turn up, you must let me know prior to the event to book your place. 

Affiliated Small Sided Providers 

Below is a list of the only Small Sided Providers that are affiliated and covered by the 

Football Association, any other providers that may be operating within this County don’t fall 

under this County’s control and is not covered via the FA discipline system and, if you were 

to officiate for a non-affiliated provider then you will not be covered by the NFA insurance. 

Northamptonshire FA Affiliated Small Sided Providers: 

 

Soccer PM 

Robert Windle Tournaments 

Kettering FA Futsal Fives league 

Northampton FA Futsal Fives league 

Northamptonshire Ladies Futsal League 

http://eventspace.thefa.com/northamptonshirefa/participant/arrangement.aspx?id=122880
mailto:luke.scott@northantsfa.com
http://intersoccer.co.uk/
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http://full-time.thefa.com/Index.do?league=5978321
http://full-time.thefa.com/Index.do?league=90437646
http://full-time.thefa.com/Index.do?league=643366913


The FA Affiliated Small Sided Providers: 

 

Goals 

Powerleague 

Pitch Invasion 

Champion Soccer 

Football Mundial 

Football Invasion 

Soccer Sixes 

Play Football 

All these providers are always looking for referees to cover games. 

Support your local Referees Association 

Northamptonshire has 3 RA’s who meet on a monthly basis for the betterment of refereeing 

within the County and provide various other services which could be of benefit to you. 

Northampton RA – 1
st
 Thursday of each month – Wooton Working Mens Club, High Street, 

Wooton, Northampton, NN4 6LW – Northampton RA Website 

Wellingborough, Rushden & District RA – 2
nd

 Monday of each month – Finedon 

Kennedy’s, Tower Sports Ground, Irthlingborough Road, Finedon, Northamptonshire 

Peterborough RA – 1
st
 Thursday of each month – Bushfields Leisure Centre, Peterborough, 

PE2 5RQ – Peterborough RA Website 

Competitions Requiring Referees 

Midlands Junior Premier League – 13-18 year olds – Saturday mornings 10:30ko - £30 

inclusive match fee – Contact Stephen Edwards 01327-352495 

stephenedwards3@hotmail.com 

MK District Development League – U8-U14 - £10 - £17 plus 40p per mile – Kevin Britnell 

– soccer@tesco.net 

East Midlands Women’s League – League Cup Semi Final – Jubilee Park, PE28 2NR – 

13:30 kick off – Burton Park Wanderers vs Peterborough Northern Star – 

luke.scott@northantsfa.com   

I hope you have a good month in March, and that all appointments go without any issues.  If 

you do have any problems in the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Happy whistling!  

Luke Scott | Referee Development Officer | 
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