
Here are just a few points for you to consider when carrying out a pitch inspection: 

1. Check the weather forecast beforehand – consider if the conditions will improve, stay 

the same or possibly worsen. 

2. In the case of council pitches, check local media to find out if pitches have been 

called off by the local council.  Check with your referee appointing officer if unsure.  

Remember, though, even if councils have not called off the pitches, it is ultimately the 

referee’s decision as to whether the pitch is playable or not, and your first and 

foremost consideration is the safety of all those taking part in the game. 

3. Contact the home club beforehand and seek advice regarding the state of the pitch.  

This call should be only to check how early you should carry out a pitch inspection – 

not to allow them to call the game ‘on or off’ (in extreme weather conditions – e.g. 

heavy snow, it may be very obvious that the game cannot be played and so there is no 

need to travel to the ground in such circumstances,  but you must always make contact 

with the home club to confirm the game is off, even if it is obvious) 

4. If the ground is some distance to travel, find out whether there is a local referee who 

could inspect the pitch on your behalf.  (Offer your services to inspect pitches local to 

yourself on behalf of other referees) 

5. On match day, turn up in plenty of time to carry out a thorough pitch inspection  

6. By all means talk to the club representatives beforehand, and be empathetic to their 

opinions, but remember that the decision will be yours and as such, thank them for 

their input and explain that you will be inspecting the pitch alone and that you will let 

them know your findings when complete. 

7. With boots and track suit on, inspect the playing area making sure you look at the 

whole of the field of play but particularly the penalty areas, the centre of the field of 

play as well as the touchlines…. i.e. the areas of most ‘traffic’ 

8. If the pitch slopes in a certain direction is there an area where water collects?  

9. Have a ball with you and run the ball on the surface. If there is a lot of water and the 

ball does not roll well, or does not bounce then you might have a problem.  

10. If it is frosty, does the ball bounce too high? Is there a case of the surface just being 

too hard and slippery?  

11. Again thinking about frost, are there ruts or divots that will cause a problem for 

players’ control and cause potential danger, such as twisted ankles, etc.?  

12. Stand in each goal, what does it look like from this position? Can you physically see 

lots of surface water or are there just patches of water?  

13. Is there more rain forecasted and if so how heavy is it going to be?  

14. In the case of frost, is the temperature due to rise? Is there any chance of the pitch 

thawing out, especially considering 23 pairs of football boots will be tramping over it?  

15. In the case of frost, are parts of the ground sheltered and covered from sunlight 

leaving sections of the pitch hard and unplayable?  

16. Once you have made your decision it is important to communicate it with the home 

and the away team (if in attendance).  



17. Try and hold this discussion with club officials only (Managers / secretaries etc.) and 

not players.   

18. Whether you’ve declared the conditions fit to play, or you have decided to postpone 

the game, there may well be disagreement from one or more people in attendance.  It 

is important to empathise and remain professional and polite, but also be firm and 

offer the reasons for your decision.  If possible, have this talk on the field of play, so 

you can point out areas of concern or perhaps to point out why you believe it is safe to 

play (e.g. the frost is visibly thawing). 

19. Remember that your first concern is safety, so ensure you make the point that either 

you are very confident that the field of play is safe to play on, or that you are 

concerned for the safety of players and therefore feel the game should be postponed. 

20. You may consider delaying kick-off if conditions are likely to improve, but if you do 

so, check that a delay will not impact on any subsequent games due to be played on 

that pitch.   

21. Ensure you inform the referee appointing officer for the competition you are 

refereeing.  Please note, you must do so before declaring yourself available to referee 

in any other competition / league. 

 

 

 


