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Corruption, outrage and bad luck. These were 
just some of the words not mentioned for the 
performance of the distinctly average dart 
players on show at The Lord Byron on Sunday 
afternoon (6th April) in the annual NRA Darts 
Championships. The field of 10 were in a class 
of their own throughout the tournament at 
the Kingsley pub. The news that Ray Charles, 
Stevie Wonder and Stuart Burt are entering 
next year will come as no surprise. 

However, with the notable absentees of Adko 
and “The Cheeseman”, it was left to the Re-
turn of the Mack, as last years runner up 
Gavin McFarlane took the spoils in a Final 
that was akin to having your teeth pulled 
out!! 

The prelim round saw heavyweight Snakey 
Chalmers crash out to his training/drinking 
partner Dave Avent. Chalmers was to go on 
however to console himself with several 
bowls of spicy chilli, safe in the knowledge 
that it was going to be a long afternoon of 
watching for the tournament organiser. The 
fact that both players did their best to lose 
will come as no surprise, as a full half of foot-
ball was completed before either managed to 
locate a double to finish. However, Avent 
sneaked through, with an easier than it sug-
gests 3-2 win. A deserved victory. 

Wyndham Trusler was the next casualty as he 
was swept aside by the successful one in the 
Chalmers family, Snakey’s brother Paul. Be-
ginner’s luck soon deserted Trusler who just 
continued to throw darts without the incon-
venience of actually knowing that he had to 
finish on a double. Still, he seemed to be 
enjoying himself, so why ruin the afternoon 
by sticking to the rules! 

This led into the quarter finals with the first 
quarter seeing a quick return to the oche for 
Chalmers jnr. Despite the pressure of Rob 
Page’s heavy 26 throwing (akin to his weight 
in stones), Chalmers brushed him aside with 
ease. Next up was the battle of the sumos as 
guest Fitzpatrick ate up the arrows of the 
wayward Armstrong. Pagey nearly spat out 
his burgers and chips as the lefties’ arrows 
failed to hit the board on several occasions, 
nearly giving several spectators new pierc-
ings.  

Next up saw Gav’s mate Tibbs make an early 
exit at the hands of fellow guest Cooper be-
fore the NRA grudge match saw Gav Mack 
make his tournament start against a 
hungover Avent. The Essex chucker behaved 
like a Strictly judge by constantly scoring 
sevens. But despite Dave’s best efforts, Mack 
was to prove victorious on his return to the 
County.  

The semi finals saw Chalmers junior follow 
the way of his brother as he crashed out to 
an inspired Cooper. In fact, Cooper was milli-
metres away from a magnificent 170 finish 
before Chalmers cleaned up the highest 
checkout prize with a solid ton finish. Not to 
be outdone, Cooper won through on the 
deciding leg to take his place in the final. 
Fitzpatrick could not follow his pub colleague 
however, as Mack pulled out his best arrows 
of the tournament to win through. 

The Cooper v Mack final was in itself a bit of 
an anti-climax, with the nerves showing from 
both players. This game saw the worst aver-
ages of the tournament, as both players 
struggled to assert. At 3-3 it was down to a 
decider, and suddenly solid treble 19s started 
flowing from Mack’s darts, which gave him 
the upper hand. A solid one dart finish on 
double 10 saw the championship go to the 

Northants FA MEMBER, having being beaten 
in last years final by Simon Adkins. Well done 
to Gav. 

 It was a great tournament with lots of 
laughs. Thanks to those that supported, espe-
cially Bev and family from Potton, and a spe-
cial thanks to the landlady of the Lord Byron 
for supplying us with food and great hospital-
ity. We have been invited back for a summer 
tournament so watch this space! I’m back on 
the practice board! 

Snakey 

GAV MACK GOES ONE BETTER! 

Runner-up Winner Gavin McFarlane receives his prize from NRA 

Chairman Brendan Doherty 

(photo courtesy of last years tournament)  
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Rob Page aka the Whistleblower. Every 
month we have a new edition for the News-
letter. It is guaranteed to give you a laugh 
and show the light-hearted side to referees, 
and what is more….NOBODY is safe from his 
views! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whistleblower Gives It To You Straight! 
 

April 2014 
 
A RICHARD ARMSTRONG SPECIAL TRIB-

UTE EDITION 

Richard Armstrong 1 – Frankie Knuckles 0 

Tributes came from far & wide recently, 

following the death at just 59, of Frankie 

Knuckles – The Godfather of House. Knuck-

les was an American DJ and record produc-

er, originally from Chicago, who was said to 

have popularised house music in the 

1980’s. A true legend of music – but our 

own Richard Armstrong (Referee, darts 

player, music entrepreneur & roundabout) 

puts him well & truly in the shade. 

Armstrong was born in 1970 (the same 

year as his ref’s kit was made) and was a 

child prodigy in the music world. On hear-

ing house music for the first time, he subse-

quently invented “Town-house music” so 

called because he claimed to have taken it 

to another level. Fusing acid house with 

folk music, a bold step, even in those day, 

he produced a truly unique sound. But it 

was one which failed to grab the nation’s 

attention – “What the ****’s that?” they 

asked and “What’s this ****?” 

Not to be kept down, he spent his days at 

school – studying Advanced Roundabout 

Techniques – and his nights writing more 

music. This time blending hard house with 

Glen Miller hits from the 1940’s. His new 

blend, of Big Band brass with synthesizer & 

drum machine failed to hit the public’s 

imagination at first – but took on cult sta-

tus when he released his first video, featur-

ing then NRA stalwart “Tebbsie” dancing 

the military two-step to this new music. All 

of a sudden he was big news. There fol-

lowed a string of hits; the main one being 

“In 

the 

mood (for a Roundabout Jive) featuring 

Jive Bunny (DJ Ian Morgan) & “Jive Hip-

po” (Armstrong) which went straight in at 

No.1, staying there for 7 weeks. 

There followed some dalliances with hard 

house/mediaeval lute music; and a short-

lived trial with a fusion of acid house/

opera – but he soon reverted to the tried & 

tested formula of House Jive. By now a mul-

ti-millionaire and dating such famous 

1990’s pop celebrities as: Mel B & Emma 

Bunton (Spice Girls), Louise Nurding 

(Eternal), Melanie Blatt (All Saints) and 

Bella Emberg (Russ Abbott’s All Stars), 

Armstrong was riding the crest of a wave - 

when suddenly, he started to go off the 

rails. A front page story in the Sun revealed 

his, hitherto unknown, addiction to chips 

and beer. At first denying it - but later re-

tracting this in favour of an admittance of 

his addiction – he became almost a recluse. 

Shunning publicity but continuing to write 

music he went into rehab, taking “chip 

aversion therapy” and attending regular AA 

meetings – leaving as a fully trained me-

chanic and the proud owner of a yellow 

van. He also managed to come off the booze 

and can now be seen only ever drinking 

Coca-Cola. His mantra was; “my body is a 

temple”. The Taj Mahal, judging by the 

shape! 

Re-emerging from his self-imposed exile, 

he released a new single in 1998. This was 

a Psychedelic Trance version of “The 

Wheels on the Bus (go round & round)” – it 

failed to chart. Not wanting to end up in 

another chip-fuelled haze, he applied and 

got the job of “Roundabout in Chief” with 

Milton Keynes Borough Council. Often seen, 

travelling on the A5 - with his keep-left-

sign waistcoat and a set of collapsible bar-

riers – he would occasionally hear other 

motorists call out requests for his past hits. 

He continued to release some independent-

label songs, going back to his House Jive 

days, conspiring with his new lady friend 

(Sonia from EastEnders) on trumpet.  

Keeping up his refereeing and regular darts 

playing, he still finds time to put on the odd 

gig – usually for charity these days. He 

sometimes turns out for his local hostelry 

darts team, playing only in the “Three in 

the board wins” and “Never hit a double 

intentionally” competitions. Occasionally 

you will find him tucking into a light sup-

per of; Sausages, bacon, double fried bread, 

fried eggs, beans and a side order of bread 

& dripping. But chips are a thing of the 

past. He long ago renounced his position 

with UNICEF (UNIted  Chip-Eating Federa-

tion) but is now an International Ambassa-

dor for RSPBR (Royal Society for the 

Preservation of British Roundabouts).  

Usually found at weekends, standing in a 
centre circle near you - how many knew we 
had our very own music legend, amongst 
our legion of ref’s?  
 

Pagey 

WHISTLEBLOWER 

B
ella Em

berg 

Frankie Knuckles 



 

 

 

 

NORTHAMPTON 

REFEREES’ ASSOCIATION 

Today, still wanted BY FOOTBALL TEAMS AROUND THE COUNTY, 

they survive as GUARDIANS OF THE BEAUTIFUL GAME. If you 

have a refereeing problem, if no one else seems to care, 

and if you want TO voice YOUR OPINION, maybe you should 

join...  

The RA-Team 

 

 

 

“DON’T BE A FOOL. JOIN THE RA” SUCKER!” 

FEES FOR 2014 to 2015 ARE NOW DUE 

Northampton RA are committed to providing a platform for referees of all levels and ages to 
develop their refereeing careers. Our membership offers a wealth of experience and 

knowledge, which provides a superb social environment within which to improve all aspects 
of your refereeing experience. 

Membership also provides insurance cover and the opportunity to attend our monthly meet-
ings at which a superb range of Guest Speakers can be engaged. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR SECRETARY WAYNE CHALMERS AT 

wayne_chalmers@hotmail.com or secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk or WRITE TO 

WAYNE AT 7 STOWE WALK, PARKLANDS, NORTHAMPTON, NN3 6EE 

mailto:wayne_chalmers@hotmail.com
mailto:secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk


 

 

 
  Quotes From Sports Commentators" 
 
  Pat Glenn - Weightlifting Commentator, "This is Gregoriava from Bulgaria. I saw her snatch this morning and it was amazing." 
 
  Ted Walsh - Horse Racing Commentator: "This is really a lovely horse, I once rode her mother." 
 
  Murray Walker "The lead car is absolutely unique, except for the one behind it which is identical." 
 
  Greg Norman "I owe a lot to my parents, especially my mother and father." 
 
  Alan Minter "Sure there have been injuries and deaths in boxing - but none of them serious." 
 
  Terry Venables "If history repeats itself, I should think we can expect the same thing again." 
 
  Ron Atkinson "He dribbles a lot and the opposition doesn't like it - you can see it all over their faces." 
 
  Harry Carpenter - BBC TV Boat Race 1977, "Ah, isn't that nice, the wife of the Cambridge president is kissing the cox of the  
  Oxford crew." 
 
  Metro Radio "Julian Dicks is everywhere. It's like they've got eleven Dicks on the field." 
 
  David Coleman "There goes Juantorena down the back straight, opening his legs and showing his class." 
 
  US TV Commentator "One of the reasons Arnie [Arnold Palmer] is playing so well is that, before each tee-shot, his wife takes  
  out his balls and kisses them, oh my God! What have I just said?" 

Having one child makes you a parent; having two you are a referee.  
David Frost  

   NTFA CUP FINAL APPOINTMENTS 

 

4th May 2014 - CHRONICLE & ECHO CUP – Referee: P Hursey; Assistants:  L Martin & P Arnold; 4th Official: J Ryan 

4th May 2014 - MDH TEAMWEAR CUP – Referee: R Evans; Assistants: D Horner & A Tweedale; 4th Official: T Martin 

4th May 2014 - GOODLIFF CUP – Referee: P Speakman; Assistants: M Morton & K Lawrence; 4th Official: A Kadir 

5th May 2014 - VETERANS CUP – Referee: R Page; Assistants: R Wilson & P Stradling; 4th Official: T Jeyes 

5th May 2014 - PLESTER SHIELD – Referee: S Biggs; Assistants: A Burston & P Jackson; 4th Official: S Moss 

5th May 2014 - GORELL BARNES CUP – Referee: N Field; Assistants: G Gurney & S Brough; 4th Official: S Tweedale 

 

   NORTHANTS SUNDAY COMBINATION CUP FINALS 

 

7th May 2014 – CAPTAINS CUP – Referee: Paul Hursey; Assistants: Mark Husband & Wyndham Trusler; 4th: Darrell Horner 

8th May 2014 – PARKER  CUP – Referee: Mark Moreton; Assistants: Andrew Tweedale & Phil Arnold; 4th: Ian Rathbone 

13th May 2014 – KEN PARKER CUP – Referee: Chris Knowles; Assistants: Keith Lawrence & Sam Brough; 4th: Trevor Martin 

 

Congratulations to all those who have been appointed to a Final. It is full reward for consistent and reliable officiating 

CUP FINAL APPOINTMENTS FOR MAY 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/davidfrost141723.html


 

 

Congratulations to the following referee’s who have received promotion from Level 7 to Level 6 or Level 6 to Level 5, and best wishes 

also,  to the 4 referees who have been recommended to the FA for promotion to Level 4. 

Promotion to the next level requires consistency and dedication, and we wish all referee’s applying for promotion in the 2014/15  

season the very best in their quest to reach the next level. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REFEREE PROMOTIONS 

A DAY AT THE RACES 

 

 

 

We are looking to hold another social event to Towcester Races on Friday 23rd May for the annual evening 

meeting. We will be leaving from the Town Centre in Northampton at around 4.45pm and return around 

11.30pm. 

The cost of this is £10 return but this is subject to 16 members attending. Last year we did have a few people 

let us down at the last minute, so this year we are asking for payment in advance. This guarantees your 

place. Should more than 16 wish to attend then we can get a bigger bus. Entry to the course is also £10, but is 

paid on gate 

Can you please let me know if you're interested and then we can arrange payment etc. at the next meeting. 

Thanks,  Wayne 

Name the last five English managers to have won the FA Cup. Answers are on the back page. 

Should a referee stop play whenever there is a 
head injury to a player? The answer is no.  
Law 5 states that the Referee stops the match 
if, in his opinion, a player is seriously injured. 
The referee should allow play to continue 
until the ball is out of play if a player is, in his 

opinion, only slightly injured. Therefore a 
“slight head injury” would not constitute the 
suspension of play. 
This happened to me recently in a Contributo-
ry League game when a defending side 
screamed at me to stop play during a promis-

ing attack from their opponents. The injured 
player in question was sitting up in front of 
my assistant and did not appear, in my opin-
ion, to be seriously injured. I allowed play to 
continue and a goal was scored. Hence to say, 
the defending team went crazy! Quoting the 
phrase “you have to stop play for a head inju-
ry!”. Wrong! Not if the referee is convinced 
the injury is NOT seriously injured. 

SHOULD YOU STOP PLAY DUE TO A HEAD INJURY? 



 

 

As a Panel Select Assistant Referee it was 
necessary for me to attend an FA Seminar the 
other week, as part of my ongoing develop-
ment. 
 
Now unfortunately I spat my dummy out 
somewhat, when I also learned that Frontier 
Vic was entered in the 5:20pm at Taunton on 
the same day! However, after getting over 
my hissy fit and travelling early to Warwick-
shire with Mr Andy Tonks, in order to watch 
the race in a local Betfred (he came 3rd, but 
should have won!!), we eventually made the 
FA Meeting and sat down to a talk delivered 
on offside. 
 
Now, I can already hear shouts of derision 
such as, “if they don’t know everything about 
offside at Conference level, then what are 
they doing there”, but the facts of it are, that 
the interpretation of Law 11 is always evolv-
ing and always being scrutinised to try and 
improve its interpretation and implementa-
tion. I therefore thought it would be useful to 
set out the criteria that dictate whether or 
not, as an assistant, you raise your flag! 
 

OFFSIDE IS ALL ABOUT TRAINING 
THE BRAIN! 
 
The key is to train the brain to work through 
a set of internal questions, the answers to 
which ultimately lead to you arriving at a 
decision to either raise the flag for offside, or 
keep the flag down. This is a similar process 
to the LBW law in cricket; however any fur-
ther temptation to refer to this law in cricket 
will be shelved in order to prevent brain de-
struction! This training of the brain however 
is basically a process to which you can apply 
absolute logic in order to arrive at a clear 
decision upon whether or not to signal an 
offside offence. 
 
The first thing is to train the brain to under-
stand, what constitutes a player being in an 

offside position? The answer is IF HE/ SHE 
IS STANDING IN THEIR OPPONENTS 
HALF AND IS ALSO NEARER TO 
THEIR OPPONENTS' GOAL LINE 
THAN BOTH THE BALL AND THE SEC-
OND-LAST OPPONENT. At no other time 

on the planet, can a player be deemed as in 
an offside position. 
 
It is important to also define at this point that 
“nearer to their opponents’ goal line” means 

that any part of a player’s head, 
body or feet is nearer to his oppo-
nents’ goal line than both the ball 
and the second-last opponent. The 

arms are not included in this defini-
tion 
 

The second thing to train the brain is that IT 
IS NOT AN OFFENCE IN ITSELF TO BE 
IN AN OFFSIDE POSITION. Gone are the 

days of Graham Reed, Russell Wilcox, Keith 
McPherson and Dave Logan rushing out on a 
shout from Peter Gleasure, to leave a pedes-
trian Peterborough United striker standing in 
no-man’s land, and a triumphant linesman 
waving his flag for offside as the ball is punt-
ed back by the Posh!! (I make no excuse for 
recounting many a happy day at the County 
Ground in 1986/87 watching the perfect 
execution of Graham Carr’s “Offside Trap”) 
 
So, we have now established the criteria as to 
when a player is deemed in an offside posi-
tion, and also that to be in such a position 
does not constitute an offence, and it is fair 
to say that if you were not aware of the 
above prior to my clarification, then you may 
need to consider retrieving that Laws of the 
Game book you own from the bottom draw-
er, dust if off and spend the next few days 
reading it! 
 
Now, the final piece in the three part jigsaw, 
and the holy grail of any assistant worth his 
salt, is to determine when does an offside 
offence actually occur? 
 
The key to that discussion was the magical 

animal that is, the PIG. Yes, PIG. “If you can 
remember the PIG, then you can master off-
side Grasshopper!” (Only the older among us 
will get that reference!). 
Let me explain further, for we shall assume 
for the following purposes that you have 
already judged that a player is standing in an 
offside position, and that you are fully aware 
that this may not constitute an offside 
offence, so what do you now train your brain 
to do? You train it to answer 3 questions and 
if the answer to any of those questions is 
“YES”, you switch your flag from your left 

hand to your right hand and you raise it 
above your head!! 
 
Before however I put down those 3 questions 

in red and white, it is necessary to under-

stand a couple more things about offside; 1) 

THAT A PLAYER CANNOT BE OFFSIDE 

IF THEY RECEIVE THE BALL DIRECTLY 

FROM A CORNER, GOAL KICK OR 

THROW-IN; 2) THAT AN OFFSIDE 

OFFENCE IS ONLY JUDGED AT THE 

EXACT MOMENT THE BALL TOUCHES 

OR IS PLAYED BY ONE OF THE PO-

TENTIAL OFFENDER’S TEAM MATES, 

as an offside offence can only be possible at 

the moment of contact with the ball by the 

potential offender’s own team.  

The 3 questions therefore, regarding a player 
judged to be in an offside position, at the 
exact moment the ball touches or is played 
by one of his/ her team mates are: 
 

P - Is the player interfering with play? 

I - Is the player interfering with an opponent? 

G - Is the player gaining an advantage by 

being in that position? 

 

REMEMBER - If the answer to any of 
those questions is “YES”, you switch 
your flag from your left hand to your 
right hand and you raise it above your 
head!! 
 
Easy, isn’t it?? Ah! Not necessarily so!! For 
the problems that now arise over the PIG 
questions are; What is interfering with play? 
What is interfering with an Opponent? What 
is gaining an advantage by being in an offside 
position? 

LAW 11—OFFSIDE 



 

 

Well, the message at our meeting was clear. 
The Laws of the Game are now very precise 
about the definitions surrounding PIG, and 
can all be resourced from the Interpretation 
of the Laws of the Game and Guidelines for 
Referees Booklet (click on the link below) 
that accompany the Laws of the Game. 
 
http://www.fifa.com/mm/document/
worldfootball/clubfootball/01/37/04/27/
interpretation_law11_en.pdf 
 
So, what does this booklet state: 

 

“interfering with Play” means playing or 

touching the ball passed or touched by a 
team-mate 
 

“Interfering with an opponent” means pre-

venting an opponent from playing or being 
able to play the ball by clearly obstructing 

the opponent’s line of vision or movements 
or making a gesture or movement which, in 
the opinion of the referee, deceives or dis-
tracts an opponent 
 

“Gaining an advantage by being in that 

position” means playing a ball that rebounds 
to him off a goalpost or the crossbar having 
been in an offside position or playing a ball 
that rebounds to him off an opponent hav-
ing been in an offside position 
In the context of Law 11 – Offside, the follow-
ing definitions also apply: 
 

Any defending player leaving the field 
of play for any reason without the ref-
eree’s permission shall be considered to 
be on his own goal line or touch line for 
the purposes of offside until the next 
stoppage in play.  If the player leaves 
the field of play deliberately, he must 
be cautioned when the ball is next out 
of play. 
 
It is not an offence in itself for a player 
who is in an offside position to step off 
the field of play to show the referee 
that he is not involved in active play. 
However, if the referee considers that 
he has left the field of play for tactical 
reasons and has gained an unfair ad-
vantage by re-entering the field of play, 

the player must be cautioned for un-
sporting behaviour. The player needs to 
ask for the referee’s permission to re-
enter the field of play. 
 
If an attacking player remains stationary 
between the goalposts and inside the 
goal net as the ball enters the goal, a 
goal must be awarded. However, if the 
attacking player distracts an opponent, 
the goal must be disallowed, the player 
cautioned for unsporting behaviour and 
play restarted with a dropped ball from 
the position of the ball when play was 
stopped, unless play was stopped inside 
the goal area, in which case the referee 
drops the ball on the goal area line par-
allel to the goal line at the point nearest 
to where the ball was located when 
play was stopped. 
 
If you can remember to think PIG, you are 
halfway there. Remember to wait, wait and 
wait a little more before you put your flag up 
(unless there is a potential clash between the 
offending player and the goal keeper). You 
MUST ensure that at least one of the PIG 
questions can be answered YES in order to 
demonstrate an offside offence has been 
committed. 
 

ED 
 

Stuart Burt just moments after flagging Fellaini’s hair offside during Manchester United’s 

last attack!! He was correct to do so. 

http://www.fifa.com/mm/document/worldfootball/clubfootball/01/37/04/27/interpretation_law11_en.pdf
http://www.fifa.com/mm/document/worldfootball/clubfootball/01/37/04/27/interpretation_law11_en.pdf
http://www.fifa.com/mm/document/worldfootball/clubfootball/01/37/04/27/interpretation_law11_en.pdf


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 NEXT MONTH WE PROFILE :    ???????????????????????????????  

 

 

REFEREE PROFILE 
  

Name Phil Arnold 

Referee Level Recently promoted to Level 6 

When did you start refer-
eeing and how did you 
get into it? 

I was helping out with a lot of school 
games so decided to get qualified and 
started in August 2012. 

Where was your first 
game and who were the 
two teams? 

Racecourse Pitch 14, Abington Stanley v 
Thorplands Club 81. 

Which is the best ground 
you have officiated at? 

I was one of the assistant referees at 
Sixfields in a Sunday League Cup final. 

What has been your most 
memorable refereeing 
moment? 

Being appointed to 4 cup finals in my first 
season and winning the MDH Teamwear 
Northants Combination Level 7 Referee of 
the Season award. 

What has been your 
worst refereeing mo-
ment? 

Being called a “slut” for not giving a deci-
sion. 

Which person or people 
have helped you the most 
in refereeing? 

David Avent (when he picks up the 
phone) and my Missus for getting me to 
most of my games. Also Carl Henry for 
getting me into refereeing. 

What are your future 
refereeing goals? 

To push myself to see how far I can pro-
gress as a referee while still enjoying it. 

What would be the best 
advice you would give to 
new referees? 

Always enjoy refereeing and know how 
you want to assert your style in every 
game and stick to it. 

If you could change one 
of the Laws of the Game, 
what would it be and 
why? 

I would stop bookings for goal celebra-
tions such as taking off your shirt and 
celebrating with your fans. 

Who is or was your sport-
ing hero? 

Dennis Bergkamp 

Favourite sport (other 
than football)? 

Golf 

Favourite food and 
drink? 

Co te de Boeuf & dark rum and coke 

Favourite Film? Top Gun 

Favourite Music/ Band? Coldplay 

Favourite Referee? Mark Clattenberg 

If you could be invisible 
for one day, what would 
you do? 

I would visit all of the ‘all you can eat’ 
buffets in Northampton! 

GUEST SPEAKER KEVIN FRIEND 

Thursday 1st May 2014 7:30pm 

at Wootton Hall 

Our May meeting will see 
Premiership referee Kevin 
Friend attend as our guest 
speaker. Kevin started refer-
eeing at the age of 14 in his 
home county of Leicester-
shire. He officiated in the 

Leicestershire Senior League and Midland Foot-
ball Alliance before being promoted to the Nation-
al List of Referees, and later to the Select Group of 
Referees ahead of the 2009–10 season. His first 
Premier League fixture was on 20 September 
2009, a 2–1 victory for Wolverhampton Wander-
ers over Fulham. 

Kevin was referee for the 2012 FA Community 
Shield between Chelsea and Manchester and the 
2013 League Cup final between Bradford City and 
Swansea City. 

MAY MEETING 

NEWS FLASH!!     
Andy Humphries and Mark Wardell have received 

letters from the FA, inviting them for promotion to 

Level 3 referees for the 2014/15 season. 

Congratulations to both of them on a superb 

achievement 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leicestershire_Senior_League
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midland_Football_Alliance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midland_Football_Alliance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009%E2%80%9310_in_English_football
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolverhampton_Wanderers_F.C.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolverhampton_Wanderers_F.C.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fulham_F.C.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2012_FA_Community_Shield
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2012_FA_Community_Shield
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2013_Football_League_Cup_Final
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bradford_City_A.F.C.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swansea_City_A.F.C.


 

 

 

  



 

 

The Referees' Association is an organised group of people involved with Refereeing which is run 

by Referees for the benefit of Referees and is administered from our head Office in Coventry.  

We are organised into 306 local societies in 3 Countries and most of our 13,500 members only experience their local 

society but are safe in the knowledge that we all have the support of our County and National structures.  

Men and women take up refereeing for a number of reasons, some are frustrated footballers while others have come to 

the end of their playing careers and have decided to put something back into the game.  

 

Some start their refereeing at school, whilst others begin a career with the whistle later in life. A very small number of 

us will go to the very top and reach the FA Premier League or International level either as a Referee or as an Assistant 

Referee, most will be active on the local parks or somewhere in between.  

Everyone within the football community whether players, administrators, supporters or Referees all have the same 

objective, that is to participate in and to maximise their enjoyment from the game which we all love.  

It would be fair to say that we referee because we enjoy it. All referees, however, are professional in that we receive a fee for our service and it is only 

right therefore that we show a professional attitude.  

There are several benefits of membership of The Referees' Association. We provide a low cost Insurance Policy, Supplies, Various training and infor-

mation publications, a Benevolent Fund for those of our members who are in need and most importantly, through our network of local societies we 

encourage discussion on the game not only amongst members, but also with various footballing bodies  

 

Insurance 

We operate an extremely low cost Personal Accident Insurance scheme for members which provides insurance cover whilst travelling directly to and 

from a game and during a game, whilst on recognised referees' Society business and also for the theft of refereeing equipment  to the value of £200. The 

weekly benefits provided are at the rate of £100 per week if a referee is injured as a result of an accident. The insurance policy only covers UK resident 

members of The Association whilst refereeing in the UK.  

 

Products and Publications 

We stock an extensive range of good quality kit and accessories at competitive prices. Further details of these products and services are given on the RA 

shop pages which are devoted specifically to those items.  

Benevolent Fund 

We hope that our members never need assistance from the Benevolent Fund but, sadly, some of our members do fall on hard times  and are in need. 

Whatever the reason for this need the Benevolent Fund is there to assist all of our members.  

 

Local Societies 

Local societies operate like a self-help group where referees meet together to discuss different aspects of the game, we learn from and with each other 

to improve our refereeing skills. Continual in house training on the interpretation and implementation of law helps to improve match day performanc-

es. By discussing Refereeing issues with colleagues from different levels of the game, we are able learn from the experiences of others and to implement 

methods of best practice which will improve our match day performance and increase our enjoyment from the game. Most local societies have a Repre-

sentative on the local league or competition to ensure that problems can be quickly discussed and resolved.  

County Association 

Local societies within a County FA area combine together to form a County Association, which enables them to discuss matters of common interest. 

Most County Associations have a representative on either the Referees' committee or the Board or Council of their parent County Football Association 

National Association 

The 3 National Associations maintain a very close working relationship with their parent National FA and discuss matters with their National FA on 

behalf of members to resolve problems. 

As a referee, you will benefit from the skills, protection, peace of mind, training, insurance and above all the camaraderie that membership of the Refer-

ees' Association will give, we believe that everyone involved in Refereeing should be a member.  

 

PhysioCare 

PhysioCare provides you with fast access to private physiotherapy treatment for an injury without having to go to a GP or an NHS hospital for a referral. 

If you injure yourself whilst refereeing or training then you will be able to access fast, professional, private physiotherapy treatment in accordance with 

the PhysioCare agreement. 

 

Take advantage of our expertise, experience and guidance. We are sure that you will benefit and that reaping the rewards of membership will assist you 

in promoting your career as a referee. 

http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/dmxreadyv2/applications/assets/pdf/The%20RA%20-%20Policy%20Summary%202011%20-%20New%20Logo.pdf
http://www.rashop.co.uk
http://www.rashop.co.uk
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx
http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/


 

 

The Northampton Referees’ Association 

Membership Registration Form 

Membership year 1st April 2014 – 31st August 2015 
       

 

 

Guidance Notes: 

Please complete and submit this form ensuring you have included the following; 

a)  Completed Registration Form giving details as requested. 

b)  Cheque or Postal Order payable to “The Northampton Referees’ Association” 

c)  Please post completed forms to the address detailed below. 

d)  Please note the physio fee is in addition to the member fee  

Northampton Referee’s Association 

Interim Honorary Secretary: Wayne Chalmers 

7 Stowe Walk, Parklands, Northampton, NN3 6EE 

Society: Northampton DOB: Date:  

Name:   
 Daytime telephone 

number 

 

Address:   

 

 

 

Email Address: 
 

Type of Remittance 
Fee per 

Member 
Amount 

Full Membership Fee (Inc. RA Insurance) 

 
£28.00  

Non-Active Membership Fee £21.00  

Student Membership Fee (Inc. RA Insurance) £12.00  

Optional PhysioCare  SILVER £25.00  

Optional PhysioCare  GOLD £35.00  

Donation to the Northampton RA Benevolent Fund   

Other (please specify)   

 Total   

http://www.refereesassociation.co.uk/dmxreadyv2/applications/assets/pdf/The%20RA%20-%20Policy%20Summary%202011%20-%20New%20Logo.pdf
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx
http://www.iprsphysiocare.com/therefereesassociation/Default.aspx


 

 

FIND US ON            FOLLOW  US  ON 

FACEBOOK   TWITTER 

www.kbsportstherapy.com                           email: kim@kbsportstherapy.com 

10% off for Northampton RA Membership Card holders. 

30 Minute Sports massage for £12.50 (Members Only) 

DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE COVERED IN THE NEWS-

LETTER OR HAVE AN ARTICLE YOU WOULD LIKE PUBLISHED? IF YOU DO, 

PLEASE EMAIL US AT newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

Click on the NFA Logo to be transported to the referee 
section of the NFA website, for all of the latest County FA 
news and information. 
 
Contact: 
Peter Nicholson 
Referee Development Officer 
01604 678401 

NORTHAMPTON RA CONTACTS                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Chairman:  Brendan Doherty  chairman@northamptonreferees.org.uk Treasurer:  Abdul Kadir  treasurer@northamptonreferees.org.uk           

Secretary:  Wayne Chalmers  secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk Newsletter:  Graham Kinnear  newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

General Queries:  support@northamptonreferees.org.uk 

CAPTION COMPETITION 

DEAR REF! 
Got a problem with your refereeing, or do you have a refereeing issue 

that you need urgently resolving. Perhaps you just need some clarifi-

cation on a point of Law. Well have no fear, Agony 

Ref is here! 

Just send in your refereeing problems to us at 

support@northamptonreferees.org.uk and we 

will attempt to provide a solution to your refer-

eeing woes with total anonymity. 

 REFEREES 

        YOUR RA NEEDS 

 

CLICK THE IMAGE TO DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION 

Quiz Question Answers: 

Bobby Gould, Harry Redknapp, Joe Royal, John Sillett,  

Terry Venables 

http://www.facebook.com/Northampton.referees
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fnorthamptonrefereesassociation.wordpress.com%2Fmessage-board%2F&screen_name=northamptonra&source=followbutton&variant=2.0&xd_token=01bffbb3f6a258
http://www.kbsportstherapy.com
mailto:kim@kbsportstherapy.com
http://www.rashop.co.uk/
mailto:newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk
http://www.northamptonshirefa.com/referee
mailto:chairman@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:secretary@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:support@northamptonreferees.org.uk
mailto:support@northamptonreferees.org.uk
http://northamptonrefereesassociation.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/member-form1.pdf

